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Labour’s 

rethink 

onspin 


Ministers vow to 
go back to basics 


Davfd Handra and 
Wcholas Watt 


T HE Government 
is to make a New 
Year resolution to 
tip the balance 
away from style 
and spin after the 
biggest crisis since its elec- 
tion victory 18 months ago/ 
senior ministers disclosed 
last night 

They expect the Prime Min- 
ister to use Peter Mandelson's 
dramatic departure from the 
Cabinet last week to reassert 
Labour's basic policies — 
Jobs, the NHS, education and 
new welfare policies to help 
Labour’s traditional support- 
ers, the poor. 

Ministers emphasised that 
the New Labour project was 
not dead hut that the poor 
presentation of it — the “mis- 
take over Cool Britannia" and 
the attempt to associate 
Labour with a wealthy, glitzy, 
design -conscious elite — was 
badly flawed. 

Instead, ministers want a 
higher profile for the sub- 
stance of New Labour. This 
would indude fresh emphasis 
on the New Deal initiative to 
get people off the dole and 
into jots; on benefit support 
and new minimum wages for 
poor working families; a pro- 
motion of -the large sums 
being poured into the NHS 
and schools; and modernising 
the decrepit transport system. 

Support for a new direction 
is not confined to the tradi- 
tional Brownltes. It is under- 
stood that strong views have 
been expressed across the cab- 
{, inet spectrum from tradition- 
alists such as John Prescott, 
the Deputy Prime Minister, 
and Margaret Beckett, leader 
of the House, to modernisers 
such as Stephen Byers, the 
new Trade Secretary, and 
Alan Mil hum, the new Chief 
Secretary to the Treasury. 

The strong views from min- 
isters came as Tony Blair yes- 
terday sent a blunt message 
to his opponents within 
Labour that they should not 
try to use Mr Mandelson's 



The project goes 
on. We got elected 
as New Labour, 
we’ll govern as 
New Labour’ 

Tony Blair 


resignation to undermine the 
modernisation of the party. 

In his first interview since 
Mr Mandelson’s departure, 
the Prime Minister insisted 
that he would not be knocked 
off course by the loss of his 
dose friend. 

“There will be a certain 
n amber of people who will be 
foolish enough to think that 
Peter’s going means that i 
somehow there’s some blow 
to the project of New 
Labour," Mr Blair said on 
Radio 4- “That goes on. We 
got elected as New Labour, , 
we'll govern as New labour.” 

Mr Blair’s remarks were 
seen as a rebuke to unnamed 
minis ters who suggested over 
the weekend that the loss of 
Mr Mandelstm. one - of. the 
chief architects of New 
Labour, should lead to a reas- 
sessment of the whole project 
There was even, a suggestion 
that Labour should begin to 
sever Its Hnks with the Lib- 
eral Democrats. 


Mark Seddon, the editor of 
Tribune and a member of 
Labour’s national executive 
committee, backed the raffia, 
saying that Mr Blair should 
place the emphasis “more on 
Labour, less on the new". 

He added: “Tony Blair was 
saying this morning. 'We’re 
going to govern as New 
Labour...’ If it is about coey- 
ing up to big business and 
towards some sort of Qad- 
stonian Liberalism of the last 
century as Roy J enkins would 
like u& to follow, 1 don’t think 
Labour party supporters and . 
people want that" . 

The Prime Minister dis- 
missed such talk as • he 
pledged to press on with his 
modernisation programme, 
with or without Mr Mandel- 
son. “It’s bigger than any in- 
dividual,” he said. “What is 
Important now is that we 
keep a sense of perspective 
about it Ihe Gove rnment 
goes on, we move on." 

Mr Blair said that Mr Man- 
d ft lW OH had mad* a min takw in 

falling to declare the ssi&joaa 
loan from Geoffrey Robinson' 
which allowed him to buy a 
house worth 10 times his sal- 
ary in Nottlng HHL Mr Robin- 
son resigned last week as Pay- 
master General after the 
Guardian disclosed details of 
the loan. 

“He made a mistake, he did 
something wrong, and he paid 
a heavy penalty fbr it” Mr 
Blair -■said of Mr Manddson. 

However, Conservatives de- 
manded a full inquiry into Mr 
Robinson’s financial links 
with Labour. Peter Lilley, the 
deputy Tory leader, wrote to 
Sir Richard Wilson, the Cabi- 
net Secretary, asking him to 
investigate how many minis- 
ters bad been offered loans by 
the millionaire h iKhnwanim. 

Mr Mandelson is consider- 
ing a number of career op- 
tions. He may take up a role 
in the cross-party group that 
will campaign for Britain to 
Join the euro. He is also con- 
■ sidering making a television 
film with Oxfiun In East Af- 
rica. He will not, as has been 
suggested, stand fbr mayor of 
London, and will not work as 
a spin doctor in next year’s 
election campaigns for the 
new devolved bodies and the 
European Parliament. 
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itafl be aUnrtlliis Oxford Street shopper has got the message, hut MAS will be wondering If its TV adverts have registered phcttocsw^qrahamiurnbi 

Sales gloom as M&S turns to TV 


Store chain strives to halt decline 
as sales get off to a sluggish start 


Chris Banto 

ARES & Spencer 
has began adver- 
tising on Tia ^ io nwl 
television fbr t^p 
first time in memory in an 
attempt to halt a drastic de- 
cline in the chain’s sales. 

The move comes as the 
gloom in the retail trade in- 
tensified yesterday amid indi- 
cations that thp end-of-year 
sales had got off to a slow 
start 

Retailers hope the New 
Year sales wfll make up fbr 
poor pre-Christmas trading; 
which saw many shops forced 
to discount products in what 
Vms traditionally been the 
trade's most important 
period. 

MAS’S three-day advertis- 
ing campaign, which began 
on Christmas Day, was de- 
signed to lure consumers 


hack into its stores as the 
company grapples with slid- 
ing sales and a fall in 

confidence. 

Only a week before Christ- 
mas, one of the City’s leading 
retail analysts estimated that 
MAS sales were between 6 
and 10 per cent below last 
year’s levels. 

The company has already 
acknowledged the difficulties 
and two months ago reported 
Its first fall in profits in 
nearly 10 years. 

The troubles followed a 
boardroom bust-up over 
which director would succeed 
Sir Richard Greenbrxry as 
chief executive. That row, 
combined with the fan in | 
sales, ha ft placed nhain 
under the spotlight and 
rocked investors' confidence 
in what was regarded as a 
reliable and steady group. 

Running at peak times on 
the ITV network over the 


Christmas period, the 30- 
second commercial was 
aimed at highlighting the 
range of merchandise on offer 
at reduced prices In the post- , 
Christmas sales. 

The TV campaign is de- 
signed to r o m pl^nt adver- 
tising In the press and fal- 
lows selective advertising on 
TV in the regions to promote 
particular products. The com- 
pany confirmed it had not 
used national advertising far 
many years but declined to 
quantify the cost- 

M&S declined to comment 
last night on how sales bad 
fared In the run-up to Christ- 
mas. But a spokeswoman 
promised a trading statement 
on Christmas trading, includ- 
ing post-Christmas sales cam- 
paigns, would be made within 
three weeks. 

Some 100 M&S stores were 
due to open yesterday, about 
one-third of the total 

Shoppers elsewhere 
reported a lack of bargains 
and some retailers were fore- 
casting this year's sales 
would not match last year's, 


due to the restrictions of Sun- 
day opening hours. The Brit- 
ish Retail- Consortium 
reported that confidence 
remained low, adding that 
overstocking last year had 
meant more bargains for 
consumers. 

Spokeswoman Ann Grain 
sa i d : “Consumers are much 
more cautious. There may 
have been three interest cuts 
but there were six rises be- 
fore that and people have this 


fear of depression around the 
comer. There are redundan- 
cies around and people are 
thinking, 'I could be next 1 .” 

However, Gateshead’s 
Metro Centre had more than 
50,000 shoppers pass through 
its 350 shops by lunchtime. 

Meanwhile, roads around 
the Lakeside Centre at Thur- 
rock in Essex and at Meadow- 
hall, Sheffield, were heavily 
congested as shoppers went 
bargain-hunting. 


who would pay 
twice as much 

TO CALL A MOBILE 
PHONE ? 



Football hooligans face tougher curbs 


Birth of the euro 


With only five days 
to the birth of the 
euro, the Guardian 
this week examines 
how the historic 
event will transform 
Europe’s political 
and economic 
landscape. 


ww Woodward 

N EW curbs on footb all 
hooliganism, including 
a ban on racist chant- 
ing, are likely to become law 
within months through a pri- 
vate member’s bill to be un- 
veiled today. 

Simon Bums, Conservative 
MP for Chelmsford West, has 
decided to take forward Home 
Office proposals that will 
make it easier to bah thugs 
from grounds. 

He ra»me sixth in the ballot 
of MPs to bring forward a pri- 
vate member’s bill and, with 
government support, it has a- 
aood chance of becoming Jaw. 

His Football Spectators Of- 
fences Bill would: 

• Make it an offence for an 
individual to make racist or 


indecent chants at football 
grounds. Current legislation 
allows conviction only if two 
or more fans are chanting. 

• Rytend ticket touting legis- 
lation to include curbs on touts 
selling tickets, in Eng l and and 
Wales, fix* matches abroad or i 
in other parts of the UK. 

• Lower the threshold fbr im- 
posing restriction orders ban- 
ning fans from grounds to 
"reasonable grounds”, rather , 
than the courts having to be 
satisfied that to haw ftn fan 
would actually prevent an of- 
fence being ccanmitted. 

• Ban fens from grounds for 
up to 10 years If they have 
been convicted of an offence 
with a-Jail term (up from -five 
years) and for six years if 
they have been convicted 
without a Jail term Cup from 
twoyears). 


• Widen the definition of a 
“football-related offence'' to 
iwrfndA activities 24 hours ! 
either of a matoh twcIHp 
E n gland and Wales, and 72 
hours outside. 

• Force courts to consid e r 
imposing a restriction order 
on any supporter convicted of 
a football-related offence, and 
to state their reasons if -they 
decide not to. 

• Require supporters under 
restriction orders to report to 
a specified police station. 

Mr Bums said last night 
“Despite toe best endeavours 
of both the last government 
and file current one, the dis- 
graceftdbehaviour'by a small 
element of yobs and thugs at 
the World Cup In France last 
summer shows that more 
needs to be done to tighten up 
the law to allow toe police 


and. the courts to take greater 
action against those hooli- 
gans who besmirch football, 
dighnmnmT 1 nrrr national repu- 
tation abroad and spoil it for 
decent law-abiding football 
fans.” 

Home Office minister Kate 
Hoey said last night “I am 
pleased that an MP In the bal- 
lot has decided to take 
through this very important 
and very necessary 
legislation.” 

She added: “It is in the In- 
terests of an supporters to see 
toe lives of a small, ruthless 
minority made more 
difficult" 

Ms Hoey may suggest 
amendments to beef up the 
bin when a consultation 
period on other measures 
ends on February 26. They in- 
dude confiscation of pass- 


ports of known trouble- 
makers five days before a 

matrih 

Other proposals in the con- 
sultation. published last 
month, include allowing 
courts to impose restriction 
orders even if individual fens 
have not been convicted, and 
to enable chipf constables to 
impose alcohol sale bans in 
towns for certain matches. 

Ms Hoey said: “It is a bit 

funny if we are asking other 
countries to do this and we 
are not prepared to have the 
legislation available 
ourselves.” 

The Government is con- 
cerned to get legislation on 
the statute book In time for 
Euro 2000 in Belgium and the 
Netherlands, a nd to help Eng- 
laSs bid to host the 2006 

World Cup- 
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The tall of Mandelson 


Mr Mandelson’s aide 
confirmedkhat a legacy 
would help him to settle his 
outstanding debts, but 
refused to explain where the 
rn^iey had come from 




New row 


over five 


private 


jet trips 


FREE FLIGHTS: ‘Lifts’ in US 
lingerie tycoon’s plane were not 
declared, writes David Hencke 


P ETER Mandelson is 
facing fresh contro- 
versy after the dis- 
closure yesterday 
that he took five 
free flights in a private jet 
owned by the New York linge- 
rie millionaire. Linda 
Wachner, whose company 
markets Calvin Klein under- 
wear and Olga and Warner 
bras. 

Ms Wachner, who has given 
$85,000 (£3&000) in the past 
year to the Democrats and 
Republicans and has previ- 
ously backed Bob Dole for 
president and the controver- 
sial ex-Speaker, Newt Ging- 
rich, recently gave the former 
trade secretary a ‘Tift" in her 
£15 million Golfstreaxn jet 
across the Atlantic, from Col- 
orado to Heathrow. Mr Man- 
delson had been a guest at her 
mountain home in Aspen. 

She described Mr Mandel- 
son as a friend who has flown 
with her at least five times 
while she was travelling be- 
tween Britain, the United 
States, Ireland, France and 
the Caribbean, visiting her 
extensive business empire. 

The Guardian understands 
that as well as the American 
flight, Mr Mandelson's trips 
on her jet this year include 
one to Dublin, although his 
office will not confirm any 
details. 

A spokesman said yester- 
day: “There has been at least 
one trip and possibly more. 
Peter has been on holiday 
with Linda Wachner in Amer- 
ica. They are good friends, 
who met many years ago in 
America. She was frying back 
to Europe at her own expense 
— not her company's — and 
offered Peter a lift” 

None of the trips has been 
declared as a gift in the Regis- 
ter of Members' Interests. Mr 
Mandelson's office says the 
flights should not be declared 


as they have nothing to do 
with his role as an MP or 
minister. 

But Conservatives are plan- 
ning to draft a complaint to 
the Parliamentary Commis- 
sioner for Standards, Eliza- ! 
beth Fi lkin. 

The shadow trade and in- 
dustry secretary, John Red- 
wood, yesterday called for a 
full statement by Mr 
Mandelson. 

He said: “Are the people of 
Hartlepool going to want to 
keep Peter Mandelson as 
their Member of Parliament? 
His lifestyle seems to be so 
| divorced from theirs, he has 
done nothing to stop factory 
closures and job losses in the 
North-east 

“And now there is a whole 
series of questions he must 
answer in front of the Parlia- 
mentary Commissioner on 
Standards. 

“Northing less than a full 
statement of all the free 
flights, gifts, loans and other 
elements of his lifestyle will 
now do." - 

MS Wachner. aged 52, is 
Chief executive and Phairman 
of the Warnaco Group. She is 
known as a go-getting busi- 
nesswoman who spent more 
than 1,000 hours In the air 
this year building up her em- 
pire. She has an annual sal- 
ary of $11.48 million. 

She is a New York socialite 
who regularly gives money to 
campaigns by local senators. 

Her husband died two years 
ago, and she spends all her 
time developing her business. 

Among her biggest dona- 
tions this year were $20,000 to 
the Democratic National 
Committee for the congressio- 
nal elections, and $45,000 to 
the Republican National State 
Elections Committee. 

She has also made numer- 
ous donations to Republican 
and Democrat candidates, of 



ar- 
rangements were 
under fresh scrutiny 
yesterday when it emerged 
that he had secured a mort- 
gage for his home in Netting 
HBL west London, while still 
paying off a substantial loan 
for Ms old flat. 

According to : the Sunday 
Mirror, Mr Mandelson did 
not sell his property in Clerk- 
enweli, north London, until 
February 1597 — three 
months after he bought the 
Georgian house in Northum- 
berland Place. • 

During that period he was 
responsible ibr two mortgages 
at a time when he was earn- 
ing less than £40.006a year as 
MP for Hartlepool. 

The revelation raises ques- 
tions over whether Mr Man- 
Aiknn declared ♦!»*» twinflit of 
Ms first mortgage to thelirtt- 
aimia building society when 
he applied for money to. tay 
fite new house. ' ■ 

Yesterday he evaded' the 
issue, saying he 
to the Britasmla to 
what he wrote on htoa£$&ft- 
tfcn forms two yegrs ago. 

;■ “Peter cannot recall the 
exact details/* toto Ms aide. 

doesn't want -fo-tolk 
abbot this subject at the mo- 
ment He doesn't see there is 
any point In getting into dis- 
cussions about the matter 



until th&hufldtog. society hqs 
writ ten back to ten.* 


Lingerie millionaire Linda Wachner, who describes Peter Mandelson as a friend 


PHOTOGRAPH: ROBERT F BUKA.TY 


between $500 and $5,000. | said her "single-minded drive 


Mr Mandelson's friend also and corporate-suite daring 
has a reputation for being a have earned her such epithets 


“control freak". A recent as tenacious. Imperious, die- 
article in the New York Post tatorial and egotistical". 


“She’s a notorious control 
freak and personally reviews 
every product line made by 
her companies," the paper 
sald. 


Ms Wachner’s empire also 
exports Speedo swimwear 
and such Ralph Lauren de-- 
signer products as Chaps to 
Britain. 


Mr Mandelson's vagueness 
increased suspicion at West- 
minster that be was for from 
frank with the company when 
he bought the house in No- 
vember 1996. 

Last week he was derided 
when he said he could not 
remember whether he told it 
that Geoffrey Robinson, the 
former paym aste r general, 
had lent him £373,000 to buy 
the house, which is in one of 
London's most exclusive 
neighbourhoods. 

Asked before Ms resigna- 
tion whether be had filled in 
the forms accurately, Mr 
Mandelson replied: "I have no 
idea, quite honestly." 

If Mr Mandelson has misled 


wnen sne aiea m 
1997. But Mie did not get- on 
welT with Mr Mandelsbn’s- 
mother, who is. the daughter 
of Lord Morrison's first wife. 

Mr Mandelson’s ajtfc' fern- 
firmed feat a legacy would 
help him to settle his debts, 
hut refused to explain tifeere 
the money had comeifcom or 
why it had hot been used to 
buy the house. 

"Peter is not prepared to 
discuss his private business. 
It is a matter for him and him 
alone where this money has 
come from. Money will be 
made available'!® him. 

‘T can confirm that Mr Har- 
ris is entirely correct to what 
he says, but I am not going to 
elaborate.” 
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Hostile biography passes into new hands 



THE BOOK: Mirror to carry serialisation 
as rival dithers, reports Will Woodward 


T HE serialisation of a 
hostile biography of 
Peter Mandelson was 
yesterday transferred from 
the Sunday Times to the Mir- 
ror, the paper the author, 
Paul Routledge. works for. 

Mr Routledge's book about 
the former Trade and Indus- 
try Secretary was due to be 
featured in the Sunday Times 
early next year. The revela- 
tion that Geoffrey Robinson 
had loaned Mr Mandelson 
£373,000 for his west London 
home featured In chapter one. 

But a Guardian invest! ga- 
I tlon independently and sepa- 
! rately discovered the story, 
which was published on De- 
cember 22. sparking panic at 
News International Mr Man- 
delson resigned the next day. 

Piers Morgan, editor of The 
Mirror, said last night "The 
Mirror has acquired exclu- 
sive rights to the book and 
will be serialising it shortly. 

“This Is the political book 
of the year. It precipitated the 
downfall of Peter Mandelson 
and there are a number of 
major new revelations which 


Routledge: Mirror moved in as Sunday Times hesitated 


will be of considerable inter- 
est In the corridors of power.” 

Mirror sources were refus- 
ing to reveal even a “ball- 
park" figure for the cost of 
the serialisation last night. 

But Mr Routledge Is 
thought to be taking rather 
less from The Mirror deal 
than the £80,000 the Sunday 
Times is believed to have of- 
fered him. 

The Sunday Times had cer- 
tainly tried to renegotiate the 
deal. The paper wanted Mr 
Routledge, chief political com- 
mentator of The Mirror, to 
both slash his price and bring 
the serialisation forward. 

The Sunday Business news- 
paper claimed yesterday that 
the Sunday Times had aban- 
donded the serialisation. 
While the paper dithered, ac- 
cording to sources, The Mir- 
ror offered their man a deal to 
do the book with his own 

paper. ; 

Mr Routledge’s last book, a 
semi-authorised biography of 
the Chancellor. Gordon 
Brown, triggered one of the 
earliest rows of the Blair gov- 


ernment by revealing the 
depth of bitterness in the 
Brown camp about the 1994 
Labour leadership contest 
That serialisation was also 
rushed forward after a copy of 
his book was found On sale 
early at an airport and passed 
to the Guardian. 

Mr Routledge joined The 
Mirror after being first of- 
fered and then “un-affered’’ 
the political editorship of The 
Express, ami d dark murmur- 
togs of complaints by Blalrite 
figures high up in the Govern- ' 
i ment to the Express's owner, 
i Lord Hollick. and its editor, 
Rosie Boycott 
He joined The Mirror 
where he has revelled to his 
"Mr Angry" persona, penning 
sharp and “off-message” 
pieces from an essentially Old 
Labour perspective. 

His new book was feared by 
Mr Mandelson and his 
friends, not least because Mr 
Routledge is an admirer of Mr 
Brown and a close friend of 
the Chancellor's spin doctor, 
Charlie Whelan. 

While he has been continu- 
ing to write for the Mirror, 
Mr Routledge has, until now, 
been constrained in what he 
can say by the terms of his 
Sunday Times deal - 
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Nixon on 
women: 

‘A pain in the 

neck, very 
difficult to 
■handle’ 

Nixon on 
blacks: 

‘You put 
incompetents 
in and get 
along with 
them 

because the 
symbolism is 
vitally 
important’ 

Nixonon 
Mexicans: 

‘That’s the 
problem, 
finding a 
Mexican 
that’s honest’ 

Nixon on 
Italians: 

‘Italians have 
somewhat 
the same 
problem’ 







From beyo 
the US: No 


RichardNixon may be dead and 
gone but the testimony he left is 
alive in a federal court. Michael 
Ellison on a legal wrangle 


ave, Tricky Dick tells 
around, screw you all 


R ichard ndcon and 
Bill Clinton have 
much in common: the 
presidency, impeach- 
ment, and a propensity for 
bombing far-away nations. 
But for all his vices, Nixon 
found that his prejudices 
served him well when it came 
to avoiding The Great Clinton 
Failing. 

Monica Lewinsky might 
only have been a White House 
intern but she would not have 
cut much ice with the dis- 
graced Republican president 
Women and government, , 
Nixon believed, should be 
kept at a distance bom one i 
another. Females were “a 
pain in the nebk" and not 
“really worth the effort” 

Harsh words. Yet Nixon's 
view of women was relatively 
moderate compared with the 
■comments he reserved for his 
own- staff, military leaders 
bad cabinet colleagues, not to 
mention black people and 
Mexicans: “With blacks you 
look foe other way. The same 
with Mexicans, you've got to 
look foe other way. You’ve 
got to And one who’s honest” 
Nixon’s controversial 
sayings have emerged in pre- 
viously unheard tapes which 
were seized by Congress 
when Nixon resigned in 
August 1974 and which have 
been .played before a federal 
chart His estate wants foe 
court to rule that it is entitled 
to about 1213 million (£145 
mHttoa) in compensation and 



24 years’ interest for 42 mil- 
lion pages of documents, 3,700 
hours of recordings, and thou- 
sands of photographs. 

The US government claims 
that the late president never 
intended to cash in on -his leg- 
acy. Justice Department law- 
yers argue that his inflamma- 
tory remarks are such that 
Nixon would never have 
wanted them to be made pub- 
lic — and have made the 
remarks public to prove the 
point. . 

Nixon and HR Haldeman, 
White House chief of staffs , 
discussed the need for better 
personnel in top jobs at a i 
meeting on March 8, 1971. A < 
summary written by aide 
Fred Malek was an early stab' 
at wbat was later to be 
dubbed affirmative action. 
“Blacks have foe highest pri- 
ority, followed by Meodcan- 
Americans. and then eth- 
nics,” he wrote. “Competent 
women who can compete with 
men should be placed in 
selected positions, especially 
in those with symbolic 
value.” 

Nixon’s audio version tells 
a rather less politically cor- 
rect story. “With blacks, you 
can usually settle for an in-' 
competent because there are 
just not enough competent 
ones, and so you put incompe- 
tents in and get along with 
them because foe symbolism 

is vitally important You have 
to show you care.” 

His expectations of Mexl- 



The White House tape recorder into which Richard Nixon spoke . . . controv er sy continues 

cans were not high, either, with the place of minorities of his finest speeches and was 
“That’s the problem, finding a in government, be delivered a put out when few of his advj- 
Mexican that is honest And nationwide television address sers called up to congratulate 
Italians have somewhat the in which he said that he was him. “Screw foe cabinet and 


pump problem. ' 


stepping up troop with- 


But the president was at drawals from Vietnam and 
least gracious enough to that he intended to finish 
share his in v e c t i v e , e x t en d ing American involvement in the 
it to members of his Inner dr- war. 

cle. A month alter dealing Nixon considered this one 


the rest” he told national se- 
curity adviser Henry Kissin- 
ger. who had done his .duty 
and offered up praise. “No 
more sucking around, from 
now on they come to me. Pm 
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to return 

Iraqi fire 


Richard Nixon, with his wife Patricia, bidding farewell to White House staff in 1974. He had announced his resignation the night before on television 


sick of foe whole bunch. The 
others are a bunch of god- 
dammed cowards. 

"The staff except for Halde- 
man and [John] Ehrlichman. 
screw them. The Cabinet, ex- 
cept for [Treasury Secretary 
John B] Connally, the hell 
with them.” 

It was President Clinton’s 
hero, John Fitzgerald Kenne - 1 
dy, for whom Nixon's ulti- 
mate condemnation was I 
reserved, that of having had 
the South Vietnam president 
Ngo Dinh Diem “murdered.” 

When foe evangelist Billy 
Graham called to congratu- 
late Nixon for his intention of j 
winding down foe war, he 1 
replied: “He [Kennedy] 
started the damn thing. He 
killed Diem and sent the first 
16,000 combat people there 
himself.” 

And as for his generals, 
they were “a bunch of greedy 
bastards". 

At least be did not question 
their sanity, a charge levelled 
at his political opponents. 
When Hale Boggs, Demo- 
cratic leader of the House of 
Representatives, demanded 
the resignation of J. Edgar 
Hoover, director of the FBI, 
for allegedly tapping the 
phones of Congress members 
and spying on students. 
Nixon said he was “off his 
rocker”. 

The president demanded of 
House Republican leader, and 
later president. Gerald Ford: 
“What's the matter with your 
opposite number? He's on the 
sauce, isn't that it? I don't 
think I can tell him- anything 
in confidence. Frankly, every- 
thing 1 say is classified. You 
cannot have a nut-” 

Or. it would seem, a woman 
or a black or a Mexican or an 
Italian. 


Ian Black 
Diplomatic Editor 

B RITISH planes will 
return fire If at- 
tacked by Iraqi anti- 
aircraft guns over 
foe “no-fiy zones" In the 
north and south of the 
country, the Ministry of De- 
fence warned yesterday in the 
wake of Baghdad’s claims 
that U had fired on allied war- 
planes attacking one of its air 
defence units. 

Signs that the latest crisis 
in the Gulf is far from over 
came with a high-level threat 
from Baghdad at foe weekend 
that United States and British 
planes would be confronted. 
“We say it clearly, any viola- 
tions of our airspace cannot 
but be confronted by Iraqi 
fire,” foe Iraqi vice-president, 
Taha Yassin Ramadan, told 
Qatar's al-Jazeera satellite 
television station. 

British officials last night 
played down foe warning, 
suggesting that Saddam Hus- 
sein's regime was engaged in 
propaganda by trying to pre- 
tend that Operation Desert 
Fox, which ended last week 
after four days of air strikes 
and with both sides claimin g 
victory, was continuing. 

London and Washington 
also firmly denied Iraqi 
reports of an incident on Sat- 
urday, which an Iraqi mili- 
tary spokesman called an 
attack on an air defence posi- 
tion. The Ministry of Defence 
said a pair of RAF Tornados 
flying in formation over 
southern Iraq had spotted ' 
anti-aircraft fire some five 
miles away, too far away to he 
considered a threat. 

A ministry spokesman in 
London said* all British and 
American aircraft “operate to 
a very strict set of rules of 
engagement”. “If aircraft are 
threatened those rules of en- 
gagement do allow the return 
of fire,” foe spokesman said. 

In Washington, a spokes- 
man for foe US National Secu- 
rity Council said: ‘There was 
no attack. We bad planes up 
enforcing foe no-fly zone over 
Iraq, as part of normal 
operations." 

A dozen RAF Tornado GRl 
jets are based in Kuwait and 
took part in the four-day pre- 
Christmas bombardment of 
Iraq in Operation Desert Fox. 
The no-fly zone they are now j 


policing was set up In 1991 to 
prevent attacks by the regime 
on the southern ShJ'ite Mus- 
lim population, then in a state 
of open rebellion, while a 
parallel one m the north is 
designed to protect the Kurds. 
Iraq calls both zones Illegal 
though Britain and the US in- 
sist they were set up under 
I foil United Nations authority. 

But their position was 
weakened when France, a fel- 
low member of the UN Secu- 
rity Council, withdrew from 
patrolling the northern zone 
two years ago. Baghdad sees 
Paris, along with Moscow, as 
a key' ally against the Anglo- 
American hard line in the 
I diplomatic disarray font has 
followed Desert Fox. Mr 
Ramadan appeared to he play- 
ing on that theme when he al- 
luded to the feet that French 
planes had stopped patrolling. 

The key question now for 
the UN is what or who will 
replace foe arms inspectors of 
the UN Special Commission, 
Unscom, charged with elimi- 
nating Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction. Unscum's certifi- 
cation is required before foe 
punitive economic sanctions 
imposed on Iraq after the in- 
vasion of Kuwait in 1990 can 
be lifted. 

On Saturday the Iraqi par- 
liament issued a decree reit- 
erating Baghdad's total 
refusal to allow foe inspectors 
back into foe country. “Now 
foe issue of the Special Com- 
mission and its inspections is 
finished and that is final,” Mr 
Ramadan said. 

“This commission does not 
have any role or mission any 
more even in the sick Ameri- 
can-British mind . . . they fin- 
ished it by firing rockets and 
bombs in their last aggres- 
sion,” he said. 

Signs of mounting pressure 
on Washington and London 
came from Jordan yesterday, 
where foe Speaker of the 
Iraqi parliament, Sa’adoun 
Hamm ad i, lobbied fellow 
Arab MPs to flout sanctions 
in protest against the air 
raids. 

And there were fresh indi- 
cations that foe attacks had 
been less than totally 
effective in terms of weaken- 
ing the regime when an Iraqi 
television station owned by 
President Saddam's eldest 
son, Uday, resumed broad- 
casting on Saturday night, 
just nine days after it was hit 


Smart card that 
is smarter still 


Tim Radford 
Science Editor 

B RITISH defence scien- 
tists have opened the 
way for “smart" credit 
cards that will remind you of 
how much you have spent 
every time you look at them. 
They have produced a form of 
plastic liquid crystal display 
(LCD) that goes on showing 
the bad news even when there 
is no power supply. 

A trio of electronics experts 
at Dera, the Defence Evalua- 
tion Research Agency, at Mal- 
vern, say their invention 
could be foe ultimate flexible 
friend: a display on a credit 
card that you could bend, 
twist flex, drop, tread on or 
let drop into the bath — and it 
would still go on telling you 
foe ugly truth. 

LCD is a piece of now-fam- 
iliar magic in black and 
white: two thin sheets enclose 
a curious liquid with crystal 
properties. Selected little seg- 
ments or pixels will change 
colour when voltage is ap- 
plied. But switch off the 
power, and the message is lost 
as the LCD reverts to one 
colour. Until now, foe liquid 
crystal has only spelt out foe . 
message when there is a bat- 
tery attached. ! 

But the Malvern team have i 


now patented Zebedee, or 
ZBD: zenithal bistable dis- 
plays. Zebedee will mean that 
with each swipe through a 
cash machine, a credit card 
could update the sum spent so 
Car in foe magnetic strip on 
foe reverse — and then dis- 
play foe update on foe front 

The discovery is sure to 
give another huge push to a 
cashless revolution already 
beginning in Europe. 

Experts predict that by 2002 
foe smart card industry will 
be heading for foe £2 billion 
mark, with almost 4 billion 
cards in circulation. 

Size is no problem for Zebe- 
dee: Guy Bryan-Brown and 
his colleagues, Carl Brown 
and Cliff Jones, worked with 
sheets of plastic containing 
corrugations only thou- 
sandths of a millimetre across 
to make their magic material, 
nicknamed after a character 
in the children's TV pro- 
gramme The Magic 
Roundabout 

But foe first use is likely to 
be in simple smart card dis- 
plays: London Transport has 
already announced plans to 
issue smart cards that will 
pay fares as foe commuter 
steps on to a bus or walks into 
a station: the scheme could, 
managers claim, save £30 mil- 
lion a year now lost in ticket 
fraud. 


The John Lewis Clearance. 
It s like a sale, only better. 


Starts tomorrow. 


M Juhu Uwu Dcpitftmem ft«i. «•» k ' s “ "™ L 

fer te— our pricing policy, summed up by 'N~r Kmnringly Und«™ld;, 


means that if we find a local retailer offering the same goods at a lower price, we | free across a wide area. And whatever yon buy, you can return it if you 

will' reduce ours accordingly, even if their goods are in a sale. We stall deliver I are not completely satisfied. The John Lewis Clearance. It’s better than a sale. 


JOHN LEWIS 


Department Stores 



CROSS ABERDEEN, CHEAOLE, CRIBBS CAUSEWAY UU NOTION «, MS). EDINBURGH. HIGH WYCOMBE, KINGSTON. MILTON KEYNES, PETERBOROUGH, WELWYN. ALSO AT; PETER JONES -LONDON. BAIN BRIDGE -NEWCASTLE. BONDS- NORWICH, 
LONDON: OXFORD STREET. BftENT ^ BROTHERS- SHEFFIELD. GEORG* HENRY LEE -LIVERPOOL HEELAS- READING, JESSOP * SOH-NOTTINGHAM.JCHIGHT A LEE- SOUTHSEA, ROBERT SAYLE -CAMBRIDGE. TREW1NS- WATFORD, TYRRELL A GREER -SOUTHAMPTON. 

CALEVS -WINDSOR. GO 




4 BRITAIN 


The Guardian Monday December 28 1988 



Polk* carry 

anmyth* 

bodyof&M]f 

Oraipilop 
toft}, alter It 

dbcmradfck 

antedated 

fMdoutsWa 

Parth 

vaaterday 

pHoroefwm 

CHRIS BACOf* 


Body of missing 1 8-year-old woman found in field 


Walk homeward from party late 
on Christmas Eve may have 
ended in death from hypothermia 


Will Woodward 


A BODY found yester- 
day In a field is that 
of the missing Scot- 
tish 18-year-old, Sally 

Greig. 

A post mortem examina tion 


had last night yet to establish 
the cause of her death, but it 
was believed she may have 
died of hypothermia in the 
early hours of Christmas Eve. 

Detective Superintendent 
Ian Watson of Tayside police 
said yesterday: “1 can say that 
her clothing was intact” 


Miss Greig. a dental assis- 
tant from Perth, was found in 
a Oeld at Newbigging farm, 
2'.'i miles from the Hunting- 
tower Hotel in Huntingtower. 
a village near Perth. She had 
left the hotel on foot around 
11.30pm on December 23. 

The driver of a car spotted a 
woman matching Miss 
Greig’s description about an 
hour later in the Tibbermore 
area, walking along an iso- 
lated road running west from 
Huntingtower. 

The driver and her family 


spoke to the woman because 
they were concerned she was 
out so late. It is believed she 
was offered a lift but declined. 

Miss Greig’s body was 
found by an RAF helicopter 
which joined 50 police officers 
taking part in the two-day 
search. An extensive search 
of streets surrounding the 
hotel had proved fruitless, as 
had a search of the banks of 
the nearby River Tay. 

Det Supt Watson said “An 
RAF helicopter was able to 
Join the search because of a 


break in the weather, and 
after an hour spotted the body 
of a young female lying in a 

field" 

Miss Greig*s parents, Brian 
and Barbara, attended a post 
mortem at 4pm yesterday. 

Miss Greig was a popular 
teenager who enjoyed dub- 
bing. Chi Christmas Day and 
Boxing Day, Mr and Mrs 
Greig had made an emotional 
plea for her safe return. 

At an earlier news confer- 
ence Mr Greig, a sub-postmas- 
ter, said: “Sally is a normal 


teenager who likes to go out 
to pubs and clubs." 

Close to tears, he told the 
news conference that he was 
baffled by her disappearance: 
"She's an intelligent, level- 
headed girL This is way out of 
character for her. Why she 
left on her own I don’t know, 
ft doesn't matter if she’s in 
trouble or there's something 
wrong — it just doesn't mat- 
ter. 1 just want her to get in 
touch.” 

Mrs Greig, a nursery nurse 
aged 35, added that although 


her daughter lived away, she 
kept in touch: “She phones 
me all the time. We hear from 
her every day. 

"Sally is a lovely girL This 
is completely unlike her. We 
were expecting her home on 
Chris tmas Eve but we haven't 
heard a thing." 

The couple were too dis- 
traught to speak about the 
death last night 
A member of staff at the 
Huntingtower Hotel said: "It 
was just a normal Christmas 
party night. There were a few 


Christmas parties going on in 
the hotel. None of the staff 
here saw Sally or spoke to 
her." 

Early reports that she had 
been seen at another night- 
club, the Jazz Bank, after 
leaving the hotel were being 
discounted by some police 
sources. 

Miss Greig was a dental as- 
sistant at the Cherry bank 
Dental Centre in Perth. She 
shared a Oat with a friend in 
Perth. She had one brother 
and one sister. 
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Christmas appeal 


The Guardian’s 
Christmas appeal 
offers readers the 
chance to donate 
to up to eight 
charities. Today, 
Helen Carter 
reports on the 
work of the Free 
Form Arts Trust 


Trust makes an 
art form out of 
urban revewal 


F OR almost 30 years, the 
Free Form Arts Trust has 
been striving to improve 
the environment for people in 
deprived areas of Britain. 

Its work at the heart of ur- 
ban regeneration has included 
tiling pedestrian subways in 
central London to make them 
more attractive and encourag- 
ing shopkeepers in Bolton to 
renovate their shop fronts. 

The trust helped parents in 
Hackney, east London, to raise 
money for a hydrotherapy pool 
for disabled children. 

In Reading, Berkshire, it set 
up a competition for artists to 
produce works in a E2JI million 
public arts programme. 

At Fish Quay in North 
Shields, Tyne and Wear, the 
trust took the risk of develop- 
ing a building as an arts centre, 
which has visitors flocking to 
festivals there. Free Form also 
set up the Slough Young 
People’s Centre, used by hun- 
dreds of teenagers. 

Kofi Osei-Owusu was given 
hope for tiie future thanks to 
Free Form. When he left 
Thames Valley University in 
Slough 18 months ago he had 
finished a Higher National Di- 
ploma In product design but 
was £2,000 in debt. The course 
was winding down, and many 
afthe lecturers had left the 
university. 

Mr Osel-Owusu worked long 
hours in temporary, low-paid 
jobs, which barely made a dent 
in his debt. “I was trying to get 
a job in design, but because I 
hadn’t experience with comput- 
ers or a decent portfolio erf 
work I couldn’t find anything,” 
he said. 

“I wanted to eventually go 
back into education. I applied 
for some other courses but 
didn't get in. I was running out 
of momentum. “There were so 
many things against me when X 
left university. I had planned to 
set up my own business, but I 
was for away from that goaL" 


Thanks to Free Form his life 
was transformed. He won a 
competition run by the trust to 
design a logo, which encour- 
aged him to look for work. It 
took him on for work experi- 
ence, and a newsletter he de- 
signed impressed his bosses. 

“Eventually Free Form ad- 
vertised for an in-house de- 
signer at the centre, and I was 
delighted to get the job.” 

Now he is a project assistant, 
in charge of in-house design. 
His studio is kitted out with 
computers, a printer, drawing 
boards, graphics equipment 
and a scanner. 

He is working with a graffiti 
artist and with a photographer 
who is struggling to build up a 
portfolio of his work, which he 
says he must have if he is to 
get a career going. 

Mr Osei-Owusu. bom in 
West Africa, has lived in 
Slough since he was seven. *T 
would have loved to have some- 
thing like the centre whenl 
was younger. It is a place where 
young people can be heard, and 
they are not discriminated 
against When I was younger I 
didn’t have the chance to gain 
such valuable skills." 

Now aged 23. he is in a posi- 
tion to give other young people 
skills to help them build up 
their portfolios and seek work. 

The centre has piloted pro- 
jects such as a drugs awareness 
programme, a drop-in advice 
service, careers and job sup- 
port and it hosts the Prince's 
Trust volunteer programme. 

Mr Osei-Owusu realised how 
lucky he has been when he 
attended a university reunion. 
“Around 80 per cent of the 
people on my course are not 
working In art-related indus- 
tries because they cannot get a 
job. 

“It brought it home to me 
that if I didn't have the opportu- 
nity to work for the Free Form 
Arte Trust, I would probably be 
working in a printer's shop." 


Fostering creativity 


lie Free Form Arts 
st was founded in i960 
Fackney , east London, to 
3 people to enhance pub- 
paces through their cre- 
re efforts. It became a 
rity six years later, 
t brings together artists 
architects to help 
pie to develop ideas and 
mtribnte to the design 
p lanning Of bnllffings. 
t sets up and runs work- 
ps to help people to dis- 
er their skills, foc using 
ivercoming the effects of 


poverty or social exclusion. 

□ Within three years the 
trust hopes to move to new 
premises at London Fields in 
Hackney, east London. The 
project, costing £L5 million, 
will enable it to provide 
more space for workshops, 
exhibitions and studios. 

□ Free Form’s wide range of 

projects include improve- 
ments to housing estates, 
public spaces, hospitals and 
other public buildings, as 
weQ as playgrounds and 
schools. 



Kofi Osei-Owusu. whose career prospects were transformed 
when he won a trust competition photograph garry leaser 
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Telecom workers’ bodies 
identified in Chechenia 


Tom W il l teh o us* in M os co w 
and Am*Oa QmOonun 


F OUR Hpafflftss bodies 
found in Chechenia on 
Boxing Day are those 
of the three British 
men and their New Zealand 
colleague who were murdered 
by their kidnappers in Rus- 
sia's breakaway region ear- 
lier this month, British diplo- 
mats confirmed yesterday. 

The corpses of the telecom- 
munications workers were 
found dumped on the out- 
skirts of the capital. Grozny. 
Their severed heads were 
found by a roadside in the 
west of the region on Decem- 
ber 8. The heads and bodies 
could be returned to their 
families in Britain today, if 
negotiations with the Che- 
chen authorities go smoothly. 

A British embassy spokes- 
man said: “We have been in 
touch with the medical people 
in Chechenia. They have said 
the bodies are ours and we 
have accepted this.” 



Rudolf Petschi. Darren Hickey, Peter Kennedy and Stanley Shaw: corpses found near Grozny 


Chechen officials said the 
bodies of Darren Hickey, 
Rudolf Petschi. Peter Kenne- 
dy and Stanley Shaw would 
begin their journey home 
today. But a legal-diplomatic 
dispute already threatens to 
delay their return. It is not 
possible to fly the corpses 
home directly from Cbe- 
chenia. A Chechen official 
said they would be sent to the 


British embassy in Baku, 
Azerbaijan, with which Che- 
chenia enjoys good relations. 
The Chechen government is 
thought to oppose sending the 
bodies via Moscow as it might 
imply that Chechenia is still a 
part of Russia. 

Due to the kidnapping 
threat, no British official has 
been sent to Grozny to aid the 
return. A firm of Russian 


undertakers has been em- 
ployed to escort them home. 

The four men were sent to 
Grozny to install a cellular 
phone system. In October, 
they were kidnapped by ban- 
dits. They were later executed 
by their captors, following a 
bungled rescue attempt 

Eamonn Hickey, father of 
Darren, said last night: “ At 
least there will be a Itinera!. - ’ 


Model of fitness for larger sizes 


VhekChaudhanr 
Sports Co re— p endent 


I F YOUR calorie count is 
climbing over the festive 
period don't fret. Astrid 
Longhurst is here. 

But unlike other fitness 
teachers, who barely shed a 
drop of sweat after a work- 
out. Ms Longhnrst's fitness 
video, which goes on sale 
today, is designed to help 
larger people. 

Ms Longhurst, aged 38 
and a defiant size 20, is 
gaining popularity with the 
message that yon can be 
large, proud and fit. 

In the new year her robust 
workouts will be featured 


on GMT Vs morning show 
and her video, The ABC 
Workout — Any Body Can, 


Is to be sold at clothes shops 
catering for large people. 

Ms Longhurst said: “Soci- 
ety has an Ideal shape and 
size and that Is equated 
with fitness. But when 
people see me they realise 
that yon can be large and 
fit. Not all people who are a 
size 10 are necessarily fit.” 

A trained dancer, she 
spent most of her teenage 
years obsessed with being 
tvdn. She had bulimia and 
constantly tried to lose 
weight to fit in with other 
dancing students. 

*T would stand on the 
scales every morning, and if 
I had lost a pound I would be 
happy and if I had not I 
would be miserable. Bat 
coming to the realisation, 
that I don’t have to be thin 
has been brillian t- i am a 


much better person; I am 
much kinder to myself." 

Last summ er sh e was fea- 
tured on GMTV for four 
weeks. Dozens of people 
wrote in to say that seeing 
someone large doing fitness 
training had encouraged 
them to get fit. According to 
statistics. 61 per cent of men 
and 52 per cent of women in 
Britain are over w eight 

Ms Longhnrst’s emer- 
gence as the largest fitness 
instructor is welcomed by 
fitness and diet group®. An 
Exercise Association spokes- 
woman said: “It's great to 
see someone like Astrid 
being promoted on televi- 
sion. A lot of large people 
are too embarrassed to go to 
the gym. Having someone 
the same size Will make 
them feel comfortable." 



Astrid Longhurst . . . large, 
proud and fit 


NUS attacks ‘shambolic’ loans body 


John Carvel 
Education Editor 


S TUDENT leaders yester- 
day accused the Govern- 
ment agency respon- 
sible for providing 
maintenance inane to under- 
graduates of shambolic stan- 
dards of administration. 

Andrew Pakes, president cf 
the National Union of Stu- 
dents, said the Glasgow-based 
Student Loans Company was 
causing financial hardship by 
taking up to six weeks to pro- 
cess applications, in spite of a 
pledge to do the job within 
seven days. 

"The Student Loans Com- 
pany is in danger of default- 
ing on its public service 
agreement and foiling to meet 
its efficiency and perfor- 
mance targets. The current 
claim of a seven-day turn- 
around for loan applications 
is a sham." said Mr Pakes. . 


A spokewoman for the loan 
company said the NUS should 
have drawn the company’s at- 
tention to any cases of diffi- 
culty so that it could provide 
prompt assistance. 

Complaints by the NUS ap- 
peared to be based on a confu- 
sion between the role of the 
company and the job done by 
loan administrators in col- 
leges and universities, she 
said. 

According to the "catalogue 
of shame" published by the 
union: 

□ a student at Southampton 
Institute had to leave before 
the end of term to take a tem- 
porary job because he was 
waiting for a loan applied for 
on the day he enrolled — the 
company said his bank de- 
tails — the same supplied the 
previous year — were 
Incorrect; ' 

□ a student at Roehampton 
Institute, west London, bad to 
wait eight weeks for a lnan 


filling out five forms in the 
process, including one form 
twice; 

□ applications to the hard- 
ship fund at the University of 
Portsmouth doubled because 
of delayed loan payments; 

□ a Brighton student in “ex- 
treme hardship” pawned 
jewellery to raise 

□ application forms bound 
for Warwick university were 
sent to a warehouse in 
Birmingham; 

□ only 400 application forms 
were provided to Glasgow 
university when it had asked 
for TOO, making some students 
wait three weeks before they 
could apply; 

□ forms also ran out at Dun- 
dee. Liverpool. Leeds. Aber- 
deen, Strathclyde, Glasgow 
Caledonian Paisley, and Her- 
iot-Watt universities. 

Mr Fakes said many stu- 
dents were unable to contact 
the company because its cus- 
tomer helpline was swamped. 


The company’s spokes- 
woman said the union was fo- 
cusing on half a dozen iso- 
lated cases, none of which 
could be attributed to the 
company. The company's 
booklet said: "Once we 
receive and validate the com- 
pleted agreement and direct 
debit instruction, we will 
make a payment to your hank 
account, ususally within 
seven working days." 

In a separate development 
the Committee of Vice-Chan- 
cellors reported yesterday 
that 14 education authorities 
were "significantly behind 
schedule" in means-testing 
students to establish if they 
could have the tuition fee. 

As late as November, 
nearly 20 per cent of students 
had not been assessed. Diana 
Warwick, the chief executive, 
said the situation had im- 
proved, and overall the au- 
thorities responded "reason- 
ably well”. 
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Storms kill four 


Hurricane strength 
winds leave trail of 
death and mayhem 


Sarah Hall 


F OUR people, including 
a five-year-old boy 
were killed and a fifth 
was last night feared 
dead after hurricane-force 
winds of up to liomph lashed 
Britain and Ireland over 
Christmas. 

Snow and rain wreaked 
havoc, with roads closed, 
travel disrupted, and thou- 
sands left without electricity. 
The battering is set to con- 
tinue, with forecasters pre- 
dicting more severe weather 
for western parts of Britain 
from tonight 

In North Wales, the youn- 
gest casualty of the storms, 
five-year-old Mark Huxley, 
died in a car crash caused by 
gale force winds, after his 
mother’s car smashed into 
branches blown cm to the 
road at Eglwys Cross, before 
colliding with a Saab late on 
Boxing Day. Gillian Huxley, 
from Whitchurch, Shrop- 
shire, was taken to hospital 
with neck injuries. 

In the Irish Republic, 
Michael Joyce, aged 26, was 
killed when a falling tree 
crushed his car near the vil- 
lage of Maam Cross in 
Galway. 

In Northern Ireland, a 24- 
year-old man died yesterday 
morning at Comber, London- 
derry, after his car crashed 1 
into a tree blown across the 
road. 

Meanwhile, in Devon, a 44- 


year-old man was swept to his 
death as he stood at the bot- 
tom cf his garden watching 
the rain-swollen River 
Ashbum. 

Paul Witt, from Ashburton, 
is thought to have stumbled 
into the flood waters at i 
around lunchtime ou I 

Day. A helicopter from RAF 
Chlvenor searched for his 
body that afternoon, and. 
members of the Dartmoor 
rescue group found it yester- 
day morning, half a mile 
downstream. ' 

As the death toll rose, the 
search was called off for a 28- 
year-old man presumed 
drowned after being dragged 
out to sea by a 30ft wave off 
the coast at Brighton, in East 
Sussex. 

The man, who has not yet 
been named, ■ was taking a 
Boxing Day walk near the 
Palace Pier with bis 41-year- 
old girlfriend and her 21 -year- 
old son when the two men 
stripped off to take a swim. 
The son was struck by a wave 
and knocked back on to the 
beach, but the 28-year-old, 
from Tonbridge, Kent, was 
swept into the sea. 

He -was then briefly spotted 
by a rescue helicopter, but 
disappeared. The search 
resumed yesterday morning 
hut bad weather forced it to 
be abandoned. 

At the other end of Britain, 
a 16-year-old girl was in hos- 
pital with severe head inju- 
ries after being struck by a 
chimney stack blown off a 


roof in Rothesay on the Isle of 
Bute, 'off the west coast of 
Scotland. 

Louise Bennett, from Rothe- 
say, was last night described 
as In a “serious” condition at 
Inverclyde Royal Infirmary, 
Greenock. 

As gusts of up to lOOmpb hit 
Scotland. ScotRafl said winds 
had severely hampered ser- 
vices. Wind, severe flooding 
and fallen trees a ten closed 
'many roads throughout the 
country. 

The fierce gales also left 
thousands In the dark after 
bringing down power lines. In 
the Republic of Ireland, 70,000 
homes were without electric- 
ity for a second night test 
night, while 20,000 were pow- 
erless in Northern Ireland. At 
the height of the storm, 

160.000 homes were cut off in 
the province and 50.000 in 
Ulster. 

In Scotland, 10,000 out of an 
original 60,000 were last night 
still without power, and in 
Lancashire and Cumbria, 

3.000 remained stricken. It is 
hoped power will return to all 
homes by this evening. 

As parts of Scotland, North- 
ern Ireland, Cumbria and 
Northumberland awoke to 
snow thin morning, forecast- 
ers said today's milder 
weather was. for many, a lull 
before a storm. Western Scot- 
land, Northern Ireland arid 
the West oTEngland are set to 
be lashed until Wednesday by 
torrential rain and gales of up 
to55mph. 



BBC 

wins 

yuletide 

ratings 

battle 


Sarah Hadl 


SCOTLAND; In Glasgow, the steeple of St Stephen's Church was blown into the church 
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NORTH-EAST ENGLAND: Wrecked caravans^ Northumberland NORTHERN IRELAND: A Belfast factory roof is blown onto houses SOUTH-WEST ENGLAND: A Harbertonford. Devon, pub defies floods 


Kate Adie rails at ‘crudity’ of MI6 officer’s attack on her 


Richard Norton-Taylor 


m N ARTICLE In the Spec- 
^^tator magazine written 
M^Way an MI6 officer under 
a false name was described 
yesterday, by Kate Adie. the 
BBC's chief news corespon- 
dent, as a crude fabrication. 

Mb Adie said she would 
have demanded an immediate 
correction if she had been 
alerted to the article, in 
March 1994, sooner. She was 


staggered and puzzled by its 
“crudity of the distortion’’. 

She was singled out in an 
article attacking British Jour- 
nalists written, with a Sara- 
jevo dateline, under the na me 
of Kenneth Roberts during 
the clvQ war in Bosnia. 

Under the headline. Glam- 
our without responsibility, 
the magazine described the 
author as working “with the 
UN forces in Bosnia”, and 
said his name had been 
changed “at his request”. Mr 


Roberts, it pointed out, “says 
that journalists there should 
be held accountable for their 
actions’’. 

Mr Roberts said Ms Adie 
had reported “yet another 
atrocity against the Muslims, 
perpetrated by the Croats. 
The following day, the repor- 
ter corrected the facts of the 1 
story but not before the 
warped version had drawn a 
complaint from the Croatian 
government." 

The MIG officer was refer- i 


ring to a massacre of Croats 
by the Bosnian army in the 
village of UzdoL 
The article was wrong in 
every respect Ms Adie did 
not blame the Croats, she did 
not correct her report since it 
was accurate, and it did not - 
prompt a Croat complaint 
She had Identified the cul- 
prits and the victims. “The 
Bosnian army descended on 
Uzdol, then withdrew leaving 
terrible evidence of their 
brief visit,” she told BBC tele- 


vision viewers in September 
1993. She spoke of “systematic 
slaughter” and “wholesale 
MUing" of Croat civilians. 

Yesterday, she accused the 
author — who has now left 
MIG — of writing a “complete 
fabrication". 

She added: “What staggered 
me was the crudity of it I 
went to Uzdol with the British 
army and European Union 
verification monitors.” 

The BBC had not drawn her 
attention to the article. She 


became aware of it test year; 
by that time it was too late to 
respond. . 

She said: ‘T would like to 
put the record straight, par- 
. ticularly as it seems to me to 
be such a erode attempt to 
distort the reputation of jour- 
nalists who had the difficult 
task of. reporting Bosnia and 
discovering who was truly 
responsible for some of the 
more horrendous acts." 

This month, before disclos- 
ing that the author was an 


MI6 officer, the Guardian ap- 
proached Dominic Lawson, 
editor of the Spectator at the 
time. He denied any knowl- 
edge of an MIG link. 

In a column in last week's 
Sunday Telegraph, which he 
now edits, he said it was 
“probably right” that “Ken- 
neth Roberts" was an M16 
■officer. 

Mr Lawson was named this 
mouth in the Commons as an 
agent working for MI6 — an 
allegation which be denied. 


T HE BBC has upheld its 
festive tradition by 
beating ITV for Christ- 
mas Day viewers. 

True to the spirit of 
Christmas past, the corpo- 
ration broadcast the most 
popular programme of the 
day — and seven of the top 
10 most- watched shows. 

For the second year run- 
ning, Men Behaving Badly 
lured the greatest audi- 
ence, with 13.9 million 
viewers tuning in. In con- 
trast, 5.9 million tuned in 
to ITV at the same time to 
watch Christmases from 
Hell, a documentary on sea- 
sonal disasters. 

In the battle of the soaps, 
EostEnders reasserted Its 
supremacy over Corona- 
tion Street: 13.9 million 
watched Blanca give birth 
in the Queen Vic, while 13.5 
million watched the double 
delivery of Judy’s twins in 
the Street. 

The BBC news attracted 
nearly 9 million more view- 
ers than its commercial 
rival — 13.1 million against 
4.7 million. 

Even the Queen’s Christ- 
mas broadcast — with 10.4 
milli on viewers. 2 million 
fewer than last year — 
proved more popular on the 
BBC: 7.3 million, compared 
with 3.1 million seeing it on 
ITV. 

The unofficial, overnight 
figures were greeted with 
delight by Peter Salmon, 
controller of BBC1, who 
said the corporation was 
very proud of its range of 
Christmas offerings and 
promised “a lot more 
crackers still to come". 

ITV also insisted it was 
“absolutely delighted” 
with the figures and said it 
was rapidly encroaching on 
the BBC’s audience share. 

A spokeswoman said that 
the top three placements 
could shift once the official 
British Audience Research 
Bureau (Barb) figures, in- 
corporating videotaped 
programmes, 'are released 
in nine days’ time. 

“The top three pro- 
grammes are very close 
together. People often 
video soaps and we * may 
well find Coronation 
Street, or possibly East- 
Enders, in the number one 
position,” she said. 

The top 10 TV pro- 
grammes were: Men Be- 
having Badly (BBCl) 13.9 
million; EastEnders 
(8.30pm, BBCl) 13.9m; Cor- 
onation Street (ITV) 13.5m; 
They Think It’s All Over 
(BBCl) 12.1m; Before They 
Were Famous (BBCl) 
ll.4m; You’ve Been Framed 
(ITV) 10.7m; Emmerdale 
(ITV) 10.1m; EastEnders 
(5.25pm. BBCl) 9.6m; Aun- 
ty’s Spanking New 
Bloomers (BBCl) 9.1m; 
Babe (BBCl) 8.8m. 


Former IRA chief who opposed sectarianism dies at 75 


John Muffin 

Ireland Correspondent 


C ATHAL Gould lug. the for- 
mer IRA chief of staff. 


Vrmer IRA chief of staff, 
died aged 75 on Saturday at a 
hospital in Dublin. 

Gnniffing- who spent a total 
of 15 years in jafi. was a com- 


mitted Marxist In 1969 he 
was left heading the Official 
IRA after the terrorist group 
split with the founding of the 
hardline Provisionals. 

Bom in Dublin, Gouldlng 
disagreed with those living on 
the frontline of the Troubles 
who wanted arms to resist 
loyalist gangs. He viewed that 


as sec tarianism when he saw 
British impe rialism as the 
real enemy. 

He was much criticised 
among republicans because 
be embraced the political ap- 
proach at a time when Catho- 
lics were being burned out of 
their homes. He was an advo- 
cate of Sinn Fein taking its 


j place in the Irish parliament. 

Gouldlng, a house painter, 
was jailed in 19S3 for eight 
years for an arms raid on the 
cadet armoury at Felstead 
School in Essex, which netted 
108 rifles and eight Bren guns. 
He spent his time in Penton- 
viHe Prison, and altogether 
spent 15 years behind bare. 

He brought the Official IRA 
to permanent ceasefire tn 
1972, after it shot dead Wil- 
liam Best of the Royal Irish 
Rangers. 

Colliding became a promi- 
nent figure in the Workers’ 
Party, the political wing of 
the OERA- It later became 
Democratic Left and he 
remained a supporter. 

Asked why he had become 
IRA chief of staff, he said: 
"Weil, 7 suppose I must have 
outlived the others." 


Obituary, page 70 
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John Hooper in Rome reports on signs that the Great Jubilee in 2000 may prove his biggest challenge yet 


France 


Pope falters as Holy Year beckons 


down on 


skiers 



was a smalt, 
sad change in the 
Pope’s sermon 
given at Midnight 
Mass in St Peter’s 
in Rome. The text made 
available earlier to journal- 
ists had him saying: “My 
thoughts already turn to 
Christmas next year when, 
God willing, I shall inaugu- 
rate the Great Jubilee." 

What he actually said 
was: “...when, God willing, 
the Church will inaugurate 
the Great Jubilee." 

It might have been acci- 
dental. But those who cover 
the Vatican assume that 
everything which emanates 
from it has a significance. 

Pope John Paul is known 
to be determined to lead his 
billion-strong Church 
through the most momen- 
tous Holy Year it has ever 
celebrated — the commem- 
oration of the 2 , 000 th an- 
niversary of Christ’s birth. 
But his health is Calling vis- 
ibly He is no longer; it 
would seem, assuming that 
it will be he who knocks at 
the Holy Door the main en- 
trance to St Peter's, on 
December 24 1999 in the 
ceremony that launches the 
Great Jubilee. 

Holy Years have been cel- 
ebrated since 1300, normal- 
ly at 25-year intervals. Bnt 
this will be the first to coin- 
cide with the start of a mil- 
lennium. 

The year ahead will be an 
unusually demanding one 
both for the Pope and his 
officials as they plan the 
Holy Year events and 
arrange for the arrival in 
Rome of an estimated 25 
million pilgrims. 

Several questions still 
hang over the Jubilee. The 
Pope has frequently ex- 
pressed the hope that he 
will be allowed to visit the 
Middle East in 2000. The 
Vatican would like to see 
him make a journey retrac- 
ing the life of the patriarch 
Abraham, who is revered 
by Jews, Christians and 
Muslims afikA — a pilgrim- 
age that could offer a basis 
for greater understanding 
between the three reli- 
gions. 

Raphael Bidawid, Iraq’s 
Roman Catholic Patriarch, 
said . last month that the 
Pope’s visit to the lands of 



Paul Webster fen Peris 


The Pope faces a difficult year as he battles against his falling health and makes plans for the celebration of the 2000th anniversary of Christ’s birth 


the Old Testament might 
take place in November 
next yean 

There has long been spec- 
ulation that the Holy Year 
might also Include a cere- 
mony in Rome involving 
representatives from sever- 
al religions and denomina- 
tions. But as yet there are 
no firm plans for either the 
Middle Eastern pilgrimage 
or the ecumenical ceremo- 
ny. 

In the meantime the Pope 
will have to cope with the 


normal routine of a pontiff 
— a round of engagements 
involving high-profile in- 
ternational trips. 

His first is a visit to 
Mexico at the end of 
January that is planned to 
lead on to a meeting in St. 
Louis with President Bill 
Clinton. This is unlikely to 
be a particularly warm en- 
counter after details of Mr 
Clinton’s affair with 
Monica Lewinsky and 
Operation Desert Pox in 
Iraq. 


The Vatican is, on princi- 
ple. opposed to any action 
that subjects innocent civil- 
ians to suffering. This is 
particularly true of coun- 
tries, like Iraq, with size- 
able Catholic populations 
— some 200.000 in Iraq’s 
case. 

The Pope’s hatred of 
communism, moreover; has 
tended to obscure the fact 
that the US permits many 
of the things to which he is 
most opposed. In his tradi- 
tional Urbi et Orbi (to the 


city and the world) 
Christmas Day message, he 
called for "urgent and ade- 
quate measures to halt the 
production of arms, defend 
human life, and ban the 
death penalty”. Rear ing in 
mind that "defend human 
life” is the Vatican's code 
for "stop abortion”, all 
three of those strictures 
could have been aimed di- 
rectly at the US. 

In Rome the Pope’s atten- 
tion will be focused on a 
synod, scheduled for the 


autumn, which will bring 
together bishops from two 
contrasting directions. In 
western Europe there are 
bishops who would like to 
see greater participation by 
the laity, a wider role for 
women and more tolerance 
of homosexuality Their 
pressure for farther re- 
forms runs counter to the 
stance taken by many 
Catholics in eastern Europe 
who. isolated from the 
mainstream of the Church 
for almost half a century 


under communism, are stQI 
coming to terms with the 
liber alisa tion introduced 
by the Second Vatican 
Council which ended in 
1965. 

Such fundamental differ- 
ences pose a dear threat. 
The last thing , the Vatican 
wants is for open dissen- 
sion at next yearns synod, so 
close to the start of the 
Holy Year when world at- 
tention will he increasingly 
focused on Rome and the 
Roman Catholic Church. 


S kiers who - fail to 
respect bask: safety 
rules could face fines of 
up to £25,000 at several big 
Alpine retorts in France as. 
the winter sports season 
began with weekend warn- 
ings of iwcTPasing dangers on . 
the slopes. 

The mayor of Saint-Martin 

de-Belleville, Georges Cumin, 

who is ah adviser to the 
tourist ministry said new by- 
laws introduced by his Savoie 
council, which administers 
Menulres and. Val-Tborens, 
would enforce 1 G measures 
drawn up by the •French ski 
federation on speed limits, off- 
ptste skiing and warning 
signs. 

His initiative has been fol- 
lowed by other resorts, includ- 
ing Bourg-Saint- Maurice-Les 
Arcs, which have asked fix 1 
government help to reduce 
accidents. In the Vosges 
region in eastern France may- 
ors have appealed for extra 
gendarmes or special ski war- 
dens to patrol slopes where 
there is increasing tension 
between snowboarders and 
classic skiers. 

Mr Cumin said he intro- 
duced the by-laws because 
there was no legislation 
enabling police to act against 
holidaymakers refusing to 
obey safety rules — unless 
they caused an accident The 
public prosecutor at nearby 
Albertville, Rene Ternoy 
whose area covers Alpine ski 
stations such as Courchevel, 
said there would be a Witz on 
skiers who broke speed limits 

on beginners’ slopes. 

"1 will be particularly 
severe this year;" he added, 
speaking after a case in which 
a professional skier and his 
trainer were given a year’s 
suspended Jail sentence and 
riisquuiiffari from competi- 
tions following a collision 
which killed a 10 -year-old 
child during a practice run. 

Skiing accidents from all- 
causes, Including avalanches, 
leapt by 17 percent in the 1997- 
98 season, injuring 41,500 peo- 
ple and killing 32. 

The new season which, 
began at. Christinas saw 
record numbers of holiday- 
makers at all resorts. One in 
four French people, or 
roughly 15 million, went on a 
sklilhg holiday last year. 
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Observers 

put at risk in 
Kosovo war 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS I 7 


Chris Bird In Belgrade 


A temporary 

truce was agreed 
in Kosovo last 
night to move the 
wounded to safety 
after four days of fighting 
threatened the future of an 
unarmed international 
observer mission. 

The American diplomat 
William Walker voiced hope 
that the “sporadic fighting" 
could be contained without 
again engulfing the Serbian, 
province in full-scale war 
Serb forces exchanged fire 
with ethnic Albanian guerril- 
las unto late yesterday around 
the village of Obranca, where 
the funeral of Milovan 
Radojevic, a 74-year-old Serb 
shot dead outside his home on 
Saturday was to take place. 

The upsurge in violence 
places the unarmed 
observers, including 70 
Britons, in potential danger 
Adem Demaci, the political 
head of the ethnic Albanian 
guerrilla force, the Kosovo 
Liberation Army (KLA), said 
its forces had shot dead 
Radojevic because he was part 
of a Serb paramilitary group 
which had refused to disarm. 

Serb officials said yester- 
day that three policemen had 
been wounded in the nearby 
village of Velika Reka when 
they went to the aid of an 
elderly Serb farmworker who 
they said had been wounded 
in a KLA attack. 



Both the Serbs and the KLA 
have been building up forces 
near the northern town of 
Podujevo, on the matn road 
out of the province into north- 
ern Serbia. 

"State organs are ready for 
a showdown with those who 
are endangering the integrity 
of the country" Zoran 
Andjelkovic, the bead of the 
Serb provisional government 
in Kosovo said last week. 

Mr Demaci said he would 
urge the KLA to continue to 
respect its own self-declared 
ceasefire, announced days 
before the October agreement 
between the Yugoslav presi- 
dent, Slobodan Milosevic, and 
the US Balkans negotiate]; 
Richard Holbrooke. 

"The KLA will continue to 
respect the ceasefire but the 


KLA fflso have to defend them- 
selves,” Mr Demaci said yes-, 
terday 

Mr Hohrooke forced . Mr 
Milosevic to accept a 2,000- 
strong international observer 
mission to ‘ “verify 
compliance" with the deal 
But the fledgling mission of 
unarmed monitors, now 
totalling about 600, deployed 
by the' Organisation for 
Security and Co-operation in 
Europe (OSCE), has had a 
peacekeeping role thrust op< 
it which It is not mandated or 
equipped to do. 

The KLA was never a party 
to. the October agreement, and 
confusion reigns. 

The observers, the so-called 
Kosovo Verification Mission 
(KVM), were meant to be at 
full strength by the of 
November but con trib utin g 
countries appear unwilling to 
send in monitors when the sit- 
uation is dangerously nru-Twar . 
A so-called "extraction force” 
of 1,800 Nato troops in neigh- 
bouring Macedonia is sup- 
posed to be mi hand to rescue 
those in danger 

But Mr Milosevic said such 
an intervention would be tak- 
en as an aggressive act 
Officially the 54-member 
OSCE says the miminn should 
be at fuB-streugth by the end 
of January 

A senior KVM mission 
member in Pristina gairi - “If 1. 1 
were a contributing member I 
would be very concerned 
about my people coming 



Kosovo Liberation Army rebels evacuate a wounded soldier in Lapastica after fighting in northern Kosovo yesterday 


here." He also warned that a 
withdrawal - would see 
thousands of civ ilian refugees 
on the move once more. 

"If you have to leave here 
because our people are in 


great danger what comes next 
will be a great snowball of vio- 
lence," the observer said. 

The snowball is already 
growing in size. After the 
Yugoslav army killed 36 KLA 


guerrillas smuggling in 
weapons from Albania on 
December 14 and when six 
young Serbs were gunned 
down in an apparent reprisal 
attack the same day ethnic 


Albanian groups say a further 
nine ethnic Albanians have 
been killed. A further three 
Serbs have also been killed in 
the smouldering violence. 

Bronislaw Geremek, .the 


PHOTOGRAPH: VISAR KHYEZHJ 

Polish foreign minister and 
head of the OSCE, said yester- 
day: "If the bloodshed and vio- 
lence escalate the OSCE will 
have to reconsider the forms 
of its activity in Kosovo." 


Smallest of octuplets dies 


Michael ElBson In New York 


T HE smallest of the 
world's first surviv- 
ing set of octuplets 
died yesterday from 
heart and lung failure. 

Chijindu Chidera, nick- 
named Odera, was the fifth 
child bom to Nkem Chukwn 
and her husband, lyke Louis 
Udobi, at Texas Children's 
Hospital in Houston, on 
December 20. She weighed 
only 10.3 oz at birth and 
had always been considered 
the most vulnerable. 

The remaining five girls 
and two boys, who were 
born 10 weeks premature- 
remain in critical condition 
In the intensive care unit. 

The youngest. Gorom, 
underwent surgery on an 
intestinal perforation on 
Saturday. Four of her sib- 
lings are now breathing on 
their own but two still 
require ventilators. Ms 
Chukwa. aged 27, was in a 
stable condition last night 
In a statement the par- 
ents, who had been unable 
to have a child until Ms 
Chukwu began to take fer- 
tility drugs, said: “We are 
very saddened by the pass- 
ing of - our beloved baby 
Odera. She is now safe with. 
God in heaven and we 
remain most grateful to 
Him for blessing our lives 



The parents, Nkem Chukwu and lyke Louis Udobi 


with hers.” They also 
thanked the hospital and 
added: “We also want to 
thank people all over the 
world for their prayers for 
our family in this special 
time." 

But the birth of the octu- 
plets has sparked a debate 


about medical ethics. One 
expert. Dr Arthur Caplan, 
said: "We need to rethink 
oar fascination with multi- 
ple births. 

"Ironically if a woman 
in America has eight babies 
in a row, one each year for 
eight years, our govern- 
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ment says she is irresponsi- 
ble. 

"But If a couple has eight 
babies all at once, the very 
same government steps for- 
ward to pay for the costs of 
their care, and private 
industry is quick to volun- 
teer assistance as welL* 

The family has been in 
contact with Wes Yoder, the 
Nashville agent who struck 
deals for Bobbi and Kenny 
McCaughey of Iowa, who 
had sep triplets 13 months 
ago. Mr Yoder secured a 
new house and a bigger van 
for them but less has been 
forthcoming for the 
Chukwu babies. 

Mr Udobi, aged 41, said 
yesterday: “We’re going to 
need all the donations we 
can get You can see Pm not 
a millionaire. I work two to 
three jobs to make ends 
meet. 

“Tell the world I need a 
bigger house. No matter 
how many rooms I have 
here in this house, it won’t 
be enough. I need every- 
thing. We need more furni- 
ture. I need a bigger van, 
one with 15 seats at least” 

So far they have been 
promised a lifetime supply 
of nappies, baby wipes mid 
training pants; a year's sup- 
ply of groceries and baby 
milk; eight cots and car 
seats; and mobile phones. 


Ethiopia 


professor 


Jonathan Steele 


P ROFESSOR Asrat 
Woldeyes. one of 
Ethiopia's best-known 
political prisoners, has been 


released and was flying to 
Britain last night 

The chairman, aged 70, of 
the AU-Amhara People’s 
Organisation (AAPO) was 
released to receive specialist 
medical treatment abroad. 

Dr Asrat a British-trained 
surgeon, has beat a prisoner, 
for almost a year in the hospi- 
tal where he used to work, for 
three yBars before that he was 
held in the central prison in 
the capital Addis Ababa on 
charges of planning violent 
actions against the state and 
incitement to rebellion. 

Dr Asrat was dismissed 
from his job shortly after he 
founded the AAPO wLen the 
present regime came to power 
inl99L 

While in prison his health 
deteriorated and he was trans- 
ferred to the Black Lion hospi- 
tal in January 1398. He took a 
turn for the worse 10 days ago 
and was moved into intensive 
care for observation. 

It was thought he may have 
suffered a mild heart attack. 
Some years ago be bad a heart 
bypass operation in Texas. 

Welcoming his release last 
ni g ht , the foreign minifitw 
Tray Lloyd said: “I believe 
this , signals a dear commit- 
ment by the Ethiopian govern- 
ment to uphold their human 
rights obligations." 

Dr Asrat is expected to stay 
in a London hospital for a few 
days before going to Texas. 


Unita ‘downed UN plane’ 


Chris McCkeal 
in Joha.iesburg 


A ngolan state radio 
baa accused Unita 
rebels of shooting 
down a United 
Nations plane on Saturday 
with 14 people on board. 

The passengers Included 
three Angolans, two Russians, 
an Australian, an Egyptian, a 
Cameroonian, a Zambian and 
a Namibian. Eight were part 
of the UN Observer Mission 
in Angola and two were 
employed by a private commu- 
nications company Dinacom, 
which was working alongside 


the UN, a UN spokesman said- 
Fighting near the crash site 
in central Angola blocked the 
search for survivors yesterday 
despite appeals by the UN sec- 
retary-general, Kofi Annan. 

UN officials said they had 
no idea if anyone on board the 
Hercules C-130 transport 
plane escaped. Nor could they 
say whether the crash was the 
result of an attack, as claimed 
by the government 
Unita said whatever hap- 
pened to the plane was the 
government's fault for allow- 
ing it to fly in a combat zona 
The plane burst into flames 
shortly after taking off from 


the besieged city of Huambo. 
It is believed to have hit the 
ground about 15 miles away 

Unita laid siege to Huambo 
and the city of Cuito earlier 
this month as a four-year-old 
peace accord disintegrated. 
Rebel shelling killed more 
than 30 people in Cuito on 
Christmas Day. Nine died 
when a shell hit a church. 

The UN World Food 
Programme yesterday called 
off all flights in Angola. The 
halt to aid deliveries will far- 
ther burden overcrowded 
cities as thousands flee from 
Unita advances. 

The accord required the 


Unita leader; Jonas Savimbi, 
to surrender Unita ’s weapons 
and hand over rebel-con- 
trolled territory in return for 
his appointment as vice-presi- 
dent But Unita dung to its 
weapons and Mr Savimbi 
never took up his post 

The Angolan government 
launched an offensive against 
Unita two weeks ago. but the 
military maims the rebels 
have new weapons funded by 
the fUfoi* diamond trade. 

Last week the UN Security 
Council accused Unita of 
undermining the peace 
accord and demanded an 
Immediate end to the fighting. 
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John Gittings 
@ Hong Kong 


T HE news that Tiger 
Balm Gardens, once 
Hong Kong’s most fa- 
mous attraction, is to be 
sold and destroyed, made a 
Christmas expedition ab- 
solutely necessary. Years 
ago we used to mock at the 
tourist buses, the mini- 
pagoda and the hillside cov- 
ered with gaudy terracotta 
figures and tableaux. Now 
the tours only go to the 
huge shopping complex on 
top of Hong Kong peak 
(known, inevitably, as the 
Peak Experience.) Tiger 
Balm Gardens, above the 
racecourse in Happy Valley, 
has lost most of its harbour 
view to high-rise buildings, 
and there are no boutiques. 
Yet a visit has a calming 
charm hard to find else- 
where in Hong Kong. Entry 
is charitably free, beneath 
some fine old banyan trees. 
A few stalls sell tiny tins of 
Tiger Balm ointment, the 
magical remedy for bites, 
aching muscles and lumba- 
go. It made a fortune for 
Aw Boon-haw 70 years ago, 
whose daughter; the news- 
paper tycoon Sally Aw is 
now selling up. Mr Aw's 
ashes are there under a 
marble stupa. There is also 
a statue of his brother Aw 
Boon Par who “learnt eter- 
nal truths from the past". 
The hillside is sculpted 
with red, blue and ochre 
rocks. Implausible turtles, 
seals and crocs slither 
down it. There are rampant 
phoenixes, elongated drag- 
ons, and of course tigers. 
The visitors are ordinary 
Hong Kong Chinese — not 
the upwardly mobile who 
prefer the smart shopping 
malls. Everyone Is taking 
everyone else’s picture: I 
help someone on his own, 
who laments the passing of 
the gardens. “This is a 
Chinese Cultural Relic,** he 
gravely explains. We pause 
before a montage of the 
wedding between Pig and 
Rabbit. A faded notice ex- 
plains the moral: “Even the 
oddest conple can marry if 
destiny so dictates." Ms Aw, 
who has financial troubles, 
Issellingout to the even. . . 
bigger Hong kong property 
tycoon Li Ka-shing, who 
owns the adjacent high' 
rise. 

P erhaps that is also a 
predestined relation- 
ship. Mr Li, who is a 
friend of Beijing and an 
enemy of Hong Kong 
democracy, has long been 
eyeing the site. He will de- 
molish the green-tiled Aw 
family mansion and build 
more luxury housing: the 
gardens will be replaced by 
a “theme park”. 1 doubt 
whether Tiger Balm's 
themes will survive. At the 
top of the hillside there is a 
gloriously tacky terracotta 
display of the Ten Courts of 
Hell. Visitors are fascinat- 
ed by the graphic models of 
heads being sawn off, en- 
trails being extracted and 
bodies cast into furnaces. 
The Fourth Court, says an- 
other faded notice, is there 
to condemn “those who sell 
fake medicine” and put 
chil dren to death by pound- 
ing with a spiked board. 

The Aw brothers will have 
escaped that Cate: their 
ointment works wonders. 
But lfs too late to save 
their gardens. Would it 
have been different. If they 
had charged entry and 
called it the Tiger Balm 
Experience? 



Never mind all the sanctimonious 
tosh. We need a better watchdog 



A WEEK in politics (as 
Labour’s most success- 
fill Prime Minister once 
famously remarked) can be 
rather a long time. So, seven 
days ago, Saddam Hussein 
was mopping his brow and 
Bill Clinton was still sweating 
profusely — while Peter 
bought the last presents for 
his friends, and Tony Blair 
looked forward to a quiet 
Christmas with the family 
Was this, the affair of the 
white house in Nottdng Hill, 
the greatest crisis since 
records began? Hardly: the 
Leader of the Opposition did- 
n't even cancel his Montana 
ski-ing holiday 
Does it, at the core, reveal 
New Labour’s fatal fascina- 
tion with men of money? 
Overblown tosh: Lord Kagan 
doled out his Gannexes, and 
Robert Maxwell his personal 
propaganda Logs, from the 
heart of Old Labour (which 
still seems to beat its rhythms 
from Doncaster to the Clyde). 

How can the Government 
we have survive a tidal wave 
of bfle, bitterness and axe- 
grindings? As easily or with 
as much difficulty as every 
other government we've had 
since time began. Brother- 
hood is the hollowest word in 
the lexicon. Governments are 
composed of human beings - 
and no creed imposed from on 
high has yet erased their flaws 
of humanity. Forget the sanc- 
timonious stuff about DTI 
permanent secretaries and 
conflicts of this and that Why 
over all those months, didn’t 
Peter mention the loan to his 
great chum, Tony? Did they 
never discuss Geoffrey 
Robinson — even once? These 
were dysfunctional cronies. 

Bill Clinton, under the 
direst pressure, keeps an 
uncanny cooL He parades, 
laughing, in public — as 
though his disasters were 


kept in a separate box. He 
doesn't faff and flail down the 
video line to the Judiciary 
Committee. But Mr Blair, on 
yesterday’s first radio surfac- 
ings, is no Clinton. He’s under 
only modest pressure, but he 
grinds his teeth to stay on 
message. He talks of principle 
when, of course, it was the 
headlines which drove 
Mandelson to quit Why not 
say so? Why not grieve for a 
dose colleague thus wasted? It 
is the human thing to do: what 
makes him different from 
Clinton? 

Reactions In adversity are 
what define a leader. The 
President of the United States 
balances his appaling per- 
sonal frailty with unbeliev- 
able toughness. He loses key 
aides by the dozen and 
ploughs on regardless. He is 
the strongest of weak men — 
but he is no paradigm. The 
strength of Blair’s appeal is 
that he's an open, trusting 
hloke like us: he needs to bleed 
when he is wounded. It was 
what we do, too. 

The biggest dilemma, the 
one which matters novg is bow 
our Government and its 
Leader come to terms with 
these lessons of humanity — 
for, balancing between the two 
white houses, there are 
lessons and things to be done. 

We contrive codes and pass 
laws to control our human 
nature. They are often an 
imperfect fit — the three-ring 
circus of impeachment bears 
no relationship In common 
sense to the gropings of the 
Oval Office. And the people 
who matter — the ordinary 
folk, voters in and for democ- 
racy — know that; which is 
why three-quarters of them 
approve of this President. 
They have turned their backs 
on the machinations of politi- 
cal foes and the hunting cries 
of the press. The mechanisms 


Our truest Brit 


Endpiece 


Roy Hattersley 


I Y local London free 
sheet, the West- 
minster Independent, 
is just named Nelson 
[andela "Head of State of 
ie Month", a distinction 
hich would have caused 
Kith Africans to dance in 
ie streets with pride had 
jt the picture which ac- 
impanled the announce- 
ent given the impression 
at the head of state’s bead 
■ hair is enhanced by a 
- jght blue rinse. Ever since 
saw a van which boasted 
iledlum -sized Domestic 

umber of 1989” (It was 
&2 at the time), I have 

nsldered org anising an 

vard of the Year of the 
iar Award. And at first I 
as annoyed to think that 
e coinage of annual 
listless accolades had 
debased by the cheap 
etal of meaningless 

onthly honours. Now I re- 
ise that It is for more sen- 
ile to nominate the man 
woman who has been the 


hero of the last four weeks 
than to chose the dominant 
personality, of a foil 12 
months. The longer the pe- 
riod, the stiller the contest. 
Sadly, the Today pro- 
gramme is asking us to 

nominate The Personality 
of the Millennium. 

Being an adult of sound 
mind, I assumed that the 
contest was meant to be 
fun. But when I telephoned 
the BBC in search of more 
information, it became 
clear that the event is being 
treated with Reithian 
solemnity The duty officer 
connected me to a special 
Millennium Personality 
hotline. A lady, with a voice 
like doom, broke the sad 
news that I was too late to 
vote. When I told her that I 
merely wanted to know if 
the great name for which 
Today searched so assidu- 
ously was a figure from the 
last 1,000 or 2.000 years, 
she said that she was not al- 
lowed to speak to the press 
but would pass me on to a 
colleague. I still do not 
know the answer to my 
question. For the official 
spokesperson — who sound- 
ed as if she normally kept 


house for Dr Finlay at 
Tannochbrae — merely said 
“I am not allowed to enter 
into conversation" and put 
the telephone down. 

Why is the BBC so coy? I 
know that the name Peter 
Mandelson is not allowed to 

be mentioned on their 
premises. But surely his 
chance of becoming Man of 
the Millennium has faded if 
not altogether disappeared. 
These days, my dog and I 
art on oar morning walk 
when John Humphrys and 


time and asked for confir- 
mation of the can rf ( dat es 
nominated by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
William Hague and Lady 
Antonia Frasen I was told 
that the information most 
remain secret — a strange 
Injunction since the nomi- 
nations had been made on a 
live broadcast. 

According to my infor- 
mants, Lady Antonia be- 
lieves that Oliver Cromwell 
is the Personality of the 
Millennium. Her choice 


There is really no doubt about which 
human being is the Personality of the 
Millennium. The name is obvious 


Co speak to the world. So, 
thanks to the Broadcasting 
House thought police, all I 
know for certain is who the 
winner should be. Friends 
of mine have told me, with 
appropriate incredulity the 
names that various celebri- 
ties have offered as candi- 
dates. Yet I cannot be even 
sure of them. When I 
phoned the BBC a second. 


most be applauded as a 
major act of reconciliation 
since the Lord Protector 
made a habit of slaughter- 
ing priests of the Roman 
Catholic persuasion, to 
which his sponsor belongs. 
Only cynics will suggest 
that Lady Antonia was in- 
fluenced by the fact that 
she has written a biogra- 
phy of God's Englishman. 


of “Justice” are absurd. They 
have a better grasp of what 
fits. 

Apply the same tests to the 
Mandelson debacle. Among 
the AB voters of London, the 
rich and the most educated. 
Labour enjoys a 22 per cent 
lead on the latest 

Observer /ICM polL These are 
the voters who live In Nottlng 
Hill and Chelsea and 

Hampstead, and they have 
deserted the Conservatives. 
Are they to be shocked over a 
£473.000 house or a walloping 
mortgage? Do they remember 
what they told their building 
society years ago — apart 
from the promise to keep pay- 
ing up on schedule? Too much 
outrage here becomes syn- 
thetic because it leaves com- 
mon sense behind. 

And do they (In just the 
same way) live their own lives 
by what the code of conduct 
for ministers defines as the 
“appearance” as wen as the 
reality of impropriety or con- 
flict of interest? 

are lines absurdly 
drawn. They put Bill 
Clinton and Jimmy 
Carter (who merely lusted in 
his heart, but felt compelled to 
confess it) in the same wide 
basket of shame. They make 
errors of judgment the ruin of 
careers. They are Impossible 
rules for an imperfect world — 
ones the politicians do 
something about 

Tony Blair should know 
this, because he is already 
doing something. He asked 
the Nem committee to look at 
the funding of political par- 
ties. They have, amongst other 
matters, advocated proper 
cash to maintain a proper 
Opposition scrutiny That, 
implemented, puts the lid on 
all the otherwise intractable 
problems of blind trusts and 
cash to keep offices like 


On the other hand, no- 
body will be able to explain 
the leader of the opposi- 
tion’s nomination. If what I 
hear is true, at the next 
general election the voters 
will have to choose between 
one party leader who 
thinks that Ivanhoe is the 
best book in the English 
language and another who 
believes that the dominant 
figure of the last 1,000 (or 
is It 2,000?) years is Sir 
Alexander Fleming, the dis- 
coverer of penicillin. I do 
not mean to diminish Sir 
Alexander's achievement 
During my sickly child- 
hood, I was regularly treat- 
ed with his sovereign reme- 
dy But when Hague's 
advisers told him to name a 
scientist why did they for- 
get Isaac Newton? 

It was the name that 
George Carey Archbishop of 
Canterbury palled out of his 
mitre that gave me most con- 
cern. I am assured that his lot 
fell upon bis predecessor 
Thomas Crammer who, first 
supported Hairy VHTs peti- 
tion for divorce but then, hav- 
ing helped to establish the 
Church of England, re- 
canted. Crammer then 


Gordon Brown’s decently 
staffed. It blows the grey areas 
away — just as, at 
Westminster the appointment 
of a powerful Parliamentary 
Co mmiss ioner has provided a 
dear process for the disclo- 
sure of interests. Should Peter 
Mandelson. as a backbencher; 
have registered his. loan? 
There is a trusted, way for 
deter mining that already in 
motion. 

A logical Prime Minister 
would now move to re-exam- 
ine his own backyard. He has 
his windy code of injunctions 
fix- ministers, but no-one to 
enforce it apart from himself 
The benighted Cabinet 
Secretary Is still summoned to 
the colours in perfunctory 
desperation; the Downing 
Street press machine still 
acquits In a moment then re- 
considers at leisure. There Is 
no independent examiner of 
what was done and what 
should be done. Time is the 
greatest enemy. 

That denies a minister in a 
mess any reasonable hearing. 
It mires the Prime Minister 
from day one. It makes the 
“appearance" of headlines the 
supposed reality of judge- 
ment In sum, it kills any 
chance of perspective. 

The practical lesson of the 
week before last is that the 
appearance of perjury before 
a baying court of politicians 
is an offence against reality. 
The practical lesson of last 
week is that the question of 
non-disclosure without any 
court to examine it is an equal 
affront 

You can’t shield your home 
from all the foul gales of 
humanity; but you can shut 
the windows and bolt the 
doors. You can do something 
useful. Seven more days (in 
the Seychelles, or Montana) 
ought to bring a little reflec- 
tion, and then a little utility: 


changed his mind a second 
time and went an unflinch- 
ing martyr, to the stake. 
But should not St 
Augustine have taken 
precedence? He actually 
brought Christianity to 
England . 

The only explanation of 
his exclusion is that he was 
not born British — al- 
though, like Rupert 
Murdoch, he assumed a 
new nationality in order to 
succeed in his profession. It 
was because of my concern 
for Augustine’s chauvinis- 
tic exclusion that I inquired 
from the BBC of the date on 
which the contest was 
based. I also hoped to illus- 
trate' the absurdity of the 
whole operation. 

Its nonsense Is under- 
lined by the indisputable 
fact that, if a single human 
being can be chosen as the 
greatest flgnra in British 
history there Is really no 
doubt about who is The 
Personality of the 
Millennium. The name — to 
adapt a slogan from 
President Clinton’s first 
election campaign — is ab- 
solutely obvious. it’s 
Shakespeare, stupid. 


It could be. very destructive if the US 
and Europe fall out in the New Year 

Ttouble 

ahead 


Marlin 

WooHacott 



T HE contrast between 
Europe and America as 
they enter the new year 
is sharply drawn. America, its 
political class riven by the 
civil war over Clinton, and 
some of Us international poli- 
cies repudiated by its allies. Is 
much weakened. Europe, 
most of its governments ideo- 
logically in line and its lead- 1 
ers drawing together to make 
the common currency a suc- 
cess, is strengthened. The 
relationship between old 
allies, rivals, and friends Is 
shifting. At the same time dif- 
ferences between the two con- 
tinents in their approach to 
both internal politics and 
international affairs — differ- 
ences which had been par- 
tially subsumed during the 
Cold War — are reasserting 
themselves. And the long 
Clintdn catastrophe, com- 
bined with familiar European 
reactions to US policy, could 
mean there is trouble ahead 
for the most durable, reliable, 
and settled political axis In 
theworld. 

Whatever happens in 
Washington. 'it is hard to see - 
the two American parties for- 
giving one another easily 
even if a censure solution in 
the Senate engenders a 
momentary bipartisan glow 
Clinton may be history, but he 
is going to continue to be his- 
tory poisonous and con- 
tentious history for quite a 
long time to coma Americans, 
the political scientist and soci- 
ologist Seymour Martin 
Lipset has written, “tend to 
view social and political dra- 
mas as morality plays, as bat- 
tles between God and the 
Devil, so that compromise is 
virtually u n t hi nkable". 

The polls may suggest 
that many Americans no 
longer take that position, 
but the Republicans 
believe they know better; 
and they may be right 
America's historic pattern 
of what Lipset calls “moral 
absolutism" is perhaps 
reasserting itself, op rather, 
becoming more difficult to 
accommodate. For the half 
century of the Gold War; 
America's crusading style 
was acceptable abroad, and 
was often suppressed at home, 
in the interest of the larger 
struggle with Communism. 
Now, it may be back in domes- 
tic politics wlfh a vengeance, 
and who can say that a 
President Gore or Bush will 
be able to overcome it in the 
future ? Internationally it was 
always present But America’s 
need to justify any serious 
enterprise abroad at the high- 
est moral level, and its need to 
enlist and enthuse others, is 
less functional than in the 
past Nobody could listen to 
the Clinton and Biair state- 
ments on the bombing of Iraq 
and not be struck by the 
necessity which Clinton obvi- 
ously felt and Blair obviously 
did not to the same degree, to 
dress his declaration in a 
rhetoric of high morality. 

UROPEANS feel uncom- 
fortable with American 
crusading. The element 
of irrationality worries them, 
even though they see that the 
crusade is one of the ways In 
which America is motivated 

as a nation. Yet they are less 
than logical themselves. 
Through years of dependence, 
Europeans have developed 
techniques which both use 
and abuse American leader- 
ship. That leadership has tra- 
ditionally provided them with 
an excuse to avoid agreement 
among themselves, since it is 
smarter politics to proclaim 
differences and then submit to 
being rounded up by the 
Americans. It 1ms also made it 
possible to avoid the huge 
spending, the politically 
impossible spending, that 
would be required to sustain a 
genuinely independent for- 
eign and security policy 
Finally; it has made it possible 
to leave Western foreign pol- 
icy in the rest of the world, 
with all its costs and risks, 
largely to America, while 
individual European coun- 


tries advantage from inti- 
mating to key parties that 
they are not entirely in agree- 
ment with Washington. The 
difference in the coming year 
is that Europe is likely to be 
more assertive, but without 
really giving up its depen- 
dence on America, a combina- 
tion which Washington Is 
bound to find irritating. The 
Germans, for Instance, have 
already started to argue that 
Nato should adopt a No First 
Use policy on nuclear 
weapons, and move foster on 
nuclear disarmament gener- 
ally As it happens, these are 
ftrimtmhip. proposals. Bn t they 
could get lost If Nato policy 
becomes a contentious matter 
between the Allies. America's 
ideas for the reform of Nato, 
which involve Europeans 
agreeing, in theory toa world- 
wide mission to suppress 
regimes attempting to acquire 
weapons of mass destruction, 
have had a Chilly reception in 
European capitals. 

That mission, of course, 
has a dear relationship to 
American and British policy \ 
on Iraq. As Saddam Hussein 
mounts a counter-offensive to 
break out of sanctions, and 
perhaps takes provocative 
action in the Kurdish or 
Shi’lte areas, Washington will 
be narrowly watching the 
behaviour of its allies. 
America’s Arab friends are in 
the frontline here, but it Is 
easy to see how the policy of 

France and Russia, and the 
lukewarm attitude of the 
Europeans, could be inter- 
preted as giving aid and com- 
fort to the enemy There is a 
degree of accepted play acting 
over Iraq — partly a playing to 
the gallery of domestic op tit 
ion. partly a division of 
labour — which all the con- 
cerned foreign ministries 
understand. But if America’s 
effort to deal with Saddam 
should end in a dear failure 



Washington is. 
watching the allies 
narrowly 


next year; it would be foolish 
to imagine that America win 
not be very angry with those 
allies it feels, whether rightly 
or wrongly have contributed 
to that failure. 

One only has to peer around 
at the dangers with whldh 
Europe and America can only 
deal with jointly to see bow 
destructive this trend could 
become. In former Yugoslavia, 
young Americans and 
Europeans police a settlement 
which, for all its flaws, is bet- 
ter than what would have hap- 
pened if Washington had not 
finally acted In the Balkans. 
Now Serbs and Kosovars may 
be about to start fi ghting 
again, feeing Europe and the 
US with difficult decisions 
about yet another set of bomb- 
ing raids, those that might be 
necessary to halt Serbian mil- 
itary movements. Difficult 
decisions on Russia may not 
be too far away . The chain 
reaction of economic disas- 
ters around the world has 
been interrupted rather than 
ended. Indeed the very symbol 
of Europe’s advance, the euro 
itself, might need American 
help to life future, if some of 
the difficulties that pessimists 
predict come to pass. The cost 
of the years that were lost 
because of Clinton's unin- 
spired presidency is becoming 
more and more evident All 
the more reason, then, to 
understand that irrationality 
is evident on both sides of the 
Atlantic, and that Europe and 
America needs to play to one 
another's strengths and not to 
one another's weaknesses. 


PoSy Toynbee is away 
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TV’s hard sell 
to children 

Rules are blandly ignored 

NO GOVERNMENT as nervous as New 
Labour about being seen to nanny the 
nation is going to move against the com- 
mercialisation of children. Yet if there is a 
moment to strike, it is this post-Christmas 
period. As David Piachaud, Professor of 
Social Policy at the London School of 
Economics, has pointed out, the average 
c hi ld on Christmas Day opened presents 
worth a phenomenal £250. Remember; one- 
third of all children — almost 4 million — 
are living in families on or below the 
European poverty line with an income of 
less than half the average. The reason so 
mtichis spent on toys and games is televi- 
sion advertising and its capacity to pro- 
mote “pester power”. A typical child sees 
20,000 of them during 900 hours of TV 
viewing a yean The Advertising Standards 1 
Authority’s rules, which insist “appeals to 
buy must only be made for suitable prod- 
ucts which children could reasonably be 
expected to afford", are blatantly ignored. 


Not all governments are nervous about the 
nan ny label. Sweden and Quebec ban all 
TV ads aimed at children, Britain won't 
fhce the issue, even though spending on 
toys and children’s clothes in two-parent 
two-child homes has trebled, in 30 years. 

If families have h ad no relief from the. 
commercialisation of their children, there 
have been advances elsewhere. The budget 
with its £2.50 increase in benefit for the old- 
est child, its working family tax credit gmd 
its generous provision for childcare costs, 
was the best budget for children for at least 
two decades. There was also some welcome 
and much overdue redistribution with the 
typical family receiving an extra £250 in 
support, but the poorest fifth (loo king after 
almost 4 million children) gaining an extra 
£500 on average from next April 

There are other ways poor families will 
benefit. Sure Start, which will spend £540 
million over -the nest three years, including 
250 education schemes, is designed to pro- 
vide comprehensive support for children 
under four in seriously disadvantaged 
areas. New support services like Newpin, 
Home Start and Parentline, will flourish in 
these areas, providing help lines, home vis- 
itors and family centres. Pilot programmes 
are growing. The New Deal for 
Communities has spawned 17, while the 
Social Exclusion Unit’s report on our poor- 


est housing estates has generated is task 
forces to examine cross-departmental 
issues. Ministers deserve high praise for 
the improved policy co-ordination. 

They should also be praised for being 
ready to tackle the thorny issue of “family 
! policy”. They are not trying to tell people 
! how to live their lives, or impose a single 
pattern of family life, or even force couples 
to stay together; but they have rightly recog- 
i nised that the breakdown of family life has 
huge public consequences which a respon- 
sible government needs to address. A 
Conservative opposition, which in its first 
year confessed it had paid too little regard 
to the three 0’s (care, concern and compas- 
sion) during its term of office, has been too 
ready to reject compassion this year It 
should remember that even a rightwinger 
like Reagan, recognised the need to help 
poor families with his endorsement of the 
American headstart programme 

Serious challenges remain. Inequality 
has been widening again and will not start 
to narrow until April’s changes are intro- 
duced- Even thfrn, although poor famiTiP<g at 
work will reap much benefit, poor families 
unable to find work will still suffer An easy 
first step would be to abolish the Tory 
chang es to the Social Fund, which Labour 
lambasted in opposition, and insist all 
future help involves grants not loans. A 


more generous benefit index than prices is 
needed if the unemployed are going to be 
helped. And Labour backbenchers should 
maintain their pressure for a Children’s 
Rights Commissioner and not be bought 
off with Dobbo’s weak alternative: regional 
children’s rights officers. 


Byers at the DTI 

Mandelson was shaping up well 

MOST of file reaction to Peter Mandelson’s 
resignation has focused on the events lead- 
ing up to it But spare a thought for the 
other casualty — the Department of Trade 
and Industry Under the Conservatives its 
influence declined with a succession of 
ministers some of whom even questioned 
whether the department should exist at alL 
Under Peter Mandelson this was begin- 
ning to change, to the surprise of his crit- 
ics who expected — indeed hoped — he 
would foil flat on his back. He didn't He 
was shaping up to be a decisive minister 
with a known agenda and instant access to 
Downing Street a combination the DTI 
hadn't experienced in recent memory In 
December alone, while fending off accusa- 
tions about his private life, he kept the Post 


Office as a public enterprise, forged a work- 
able compromise about union representa- 
tion in the workplace and unleashed a 
laissez-faire attitude to business that 
unprecedentedly, had both the CB1 and the 
Institute of Directors lamenting his depar- 
ture. 

Mr Mandelson had returned from visits 
to Silicon Valley with an American rather 
than European approach to business cul- 
ture. He said it was all right under New 
Labour to become “filthy rich" and that to 
go bankrupt wasn't a sign of ignominy but 
one of the rites of passage. Suddenly New 
Labour had an industrial policy that would 
echo well in the South of England. 

He failed to make dear whether any of 
the new riches would be redistributed to 
help education, health or the poor. But this 
is a problem not yet solved either by 
Labour or America. 

The DTI is now facing its own Fresh 
Start programme with its third secretary of 
state in less than two years. As during the 
Conser v at i ve years, they have barely 
arrived before they are moved on. Stephen 
Byers, the talented Blair loyalist, now takes 
over, an unknown quantity with an unfa- 
miliar portfolio. We wish him well. 
Industry is vital for economic regeneration 
and it has been left in the cold for far too 
long. 


Letters to the Editor 


sea- 


Branson and the 
year 2000 bug 

‘O, the ancient 432-acre site 
Penn Wood in 
Buckinghamshire is not to be 
turned into a golf coarse 
(Report December 23). The 
Woodland Trust is delighted 
MrPrescott has refused this 
ludicrous planning applica- 
tion. But we lament that we 
had to go so dose to the wire. A 
great deal of time and money 
has been spent fighting this 
application. Planning proce- 
dures must he amended so that 
irreplaceable sites such as 
Penn Wood, which predates the 
Domesday Book, do not come 
so dose to destruction again. 
Let us hqpe the Secretary of 
State's rammenriahle decision 
in support of protecting our 
heritegeheralds progress. 
Mike Townsend. • 

Chief executive 
Woodland Tnust. 1 -. 

rjENEWING my annual 
lison ticket recently I 
noticed the process was being 
recorded manually It seems 
RaDtrackS ticket machines 
can issue the tickets, but they 
don't automatically record 
tickets that expire in 2000 . 

. New software is expected, but 
thousands of commuters will 
be renewing their tickets eatiy 
to delay annual increases. Is 
this the first Instance of the 
Y2K bug at work? 

Craig JallaL 
StNeots,Cay*s. 

/CONGRATULATIONS for 
v/not publishing on Boxing 
Day to avoid bringing us yet 
more news of Richard 
Branson. 

Chas White. 

Stockport. 

f\F COURSE we were disap- 
V— /pointed not to reach 
London, but it was a great 

adventure to travel to Crewe. 
CMAdelson. 

Lancaster 

I SEE that the Pope is against 
I capital punishment. Has he 
discussed the matter with his 
bora, who believes in the 
death penalty for all? 

Alan Robinson. 

Griftydam, Leicestershire. 

\ A /hat a deficient artide on 
V V misheard song lyrics 
(Whafd he sas December 21). 
No mention of Sue Lawley (So 
lonely — Police) or 1 can see 
Deirdre now Lorraine has 
gone (1 can see clearly now the 
rain has gone). 

Catherine Merriman. 
Abergavenny Mon. 


Now it’s Notting Hill Gate 


R eports of peter 
Mandelson’s political 
demise are regrettably 
premature (Goodbye . . .for 
now December 24) His impor- 
tance to the New Labour pro- 
ject is too great for his gracing 
of the back benches to be any- 
thing more than temporary 
Mandels on hag spent most of . 
the last decade and a half asa 
key member of an inner 
group which has been plotting 
a cultural revolution in 
British politics, whose ML 
import most party members 
are stiUontydimiy aware at 
The New Labour tiff which 
has resulted in his present 
predicament has rhanpH 

nothing flindamwilal. 

In this context Ian Aitken 's 
comment (December 24) that 
Mandelson and those he rep- 
resents are dearly ahhingnt 
the elimination of Labour's 
achievements and any hint of 
an interventionist state is cer- 
tainly correct However the 
project is equally hostile to 
Liberal progressivlsm on the 
Lloyd George model. It ia hos- 
tile to Keynesianism and state 
regulation, and any dement of 
collective welfare provision. 
Only the pure water of 

Bla^ftwian laigftpz-fair p ran 
be allowed apolitical future. 
Trevor Fisher 
Secretary Labour Reform. 

I WAS more than a little 
dumbfounded by the arro- 
gance displayed by John 
Redwood (A major misjudge- 
ment, December 23). Peter 
MaxxdeLsonmay or may not be 


guilty of a breach of stan- . 
dards. but the Cons e rva tive 
Party has no standards. Have 
they returned the money 
donated by Asfl Nadfr? Have 
they condemned Shirley 
Porter and called for her to 
pay the One confirmed by the 
Law Lords? The Conservative 
Party has a free of interest 
overdraft at their Bank, they 
receive Interest-free loans by 
individuals usually not 
revealed and have recently 
been in receipt of a £1 million 
contribution from an anony- 
mous donor 
KG Johnson. 

Hook, Hampsire. 

\ A /ILL you be content if 
V V Peter Mandelson is found 
guilty only of enjoying luxu- 
ries (and the largesse of sno- 
cessfifi friends) which most of 
hte Hartlepool constituents . 
cannot? Perhaps the Guardian 
would have been better to 
have distanced itself from the 

bizarre and disingenuous 
notion that a Labour MP is in 
someway selling out by not 
engaging in solidarity 
through suffering. 

Paul Lockwood. 

Guernsey 

/"YNE man lends another a 
Vysumcf money to buy a 
house when neither was in a 
position of influence or power 
Now that both men reached 
power and influence, one of 
them has to resign because he 
did not declare the loan which 
was a private matter between 
them.This has to be a salutary 


lesson to anyone who aspires to 
be active in public life. No mat- 
ter how squeaky clean you may 
be, if the press do not like you, 
any previous action you take in 
good faith will be used to 
besmirch your name. 

Ken Cosslett - 
Emsworth, Hants. 

ODRELY the most damaging 
Opoint about the departure 
of a spin doctor Is that he 
resigned only because he got 
caught. He is not the only per- 
son to fill oat a mortgage 
application form, but he must 
be the only one who cannot 
remember if he did it accu- 
rately and where he filed the 
photocopy 
Sue Doughty 
Woodley, Berks. 

"THANK you Guardian for 
I an excellent Christmas 
present There is a Father 
Christmas. 

John Tempest 
Bradford, 

T HE Prince of Darkness 
reputedly used to warn 
opponents “we know where 
you live". It is deliciously 
ironic that his career has been 
scuppered by the Guardian 
telling us where he lives ■ . . 
and how he paid for it, 

Mike Bird. 

Maryport Cumbria. 

\ A/ATERGATB, Irangate. 

V V Camilfagate, Zlppergate, 
Notting Hm Gate? 

Jason Hazeley. 

London. 



How Iraqi civilians have been hit 


G EORGE Robertson 

believes that none of the 
munitions that missed their 
intended destination hit ctvfl.- 
ia u targets in Iraq (letters, 
December 24). One in fact 
even missed the country and 
landed in Iran. Since the Red 
Cross returned to Iraq, esti- 
mated civilian casualties have 
risen to 200. Credible reports 

are that three hospitals in 

Baghdad were hit, and two in 
northern cities, as were 
schools, and homes. 

Since communications to 
the south were destroyed, fig- 
ures from there are unknown. 
But what is known fa that 
destruction of the oil refinery 
at Basra (in contravention of 
the Geneva convention) has 
deprived Iraq under the woe- 
fully inadequate oil-forfood 


agreement, and deprived the 
people of the south of 
kerosene for heat and cook- 
ing- The south of Iraq is a 
“safe haven". 

The Pentagon estimates 
that 88^00 tons of ordnance 
was dropped on Iraq, which 
equals 354,000 Omaghs. 
Felicity ArbnthnoL 
London. 

K I either Mark Steel (War 
I N Sacks. 23 December) nor 
George Robertson mention 
that almo st one-third of the 
$5.2 billion Iraq could earn 
from the sale of ail is paid to 
cover UN expenses. Of course, 
Iraq's ofl industry cannot pro- 
duce S5.2 bin km of oil every 
six months: oil prices have 
fallen, and essential spare 
parts have not been approved 


by the sanctions committee. 
The predicted revenue from 
oil sales for the next six 
mnnthR is $3^3 billion. 

If a third of that is paid to 
the UN, only $2.2 billion will 
be available for humanitarian 
assistance. George Robertson 
is therefore wrong to say that 
“Saddam Is allowed to sell oil 
to buy as much food and medi- 
cine as necessary". 

Andrew Harmen 
Wto-eham, Dorset 

ROES George Robertson 
L*/ really think that if I sus- 
pect that my neighbour fa 
building something nasty in 
his tool shed that I have the 
right to blow it up without any 
specific legal authority? And 
if I kill same of hfa children 
in the process does he think 
that this is not murder? 

Bruce Kent. 

Lopdon. 


Nissen hut NHS worked better 


QOLLY Toynbee does not 
I really distance herself 
from the many disparaging 
remarks she repeats about - 
people who campaign for their 
local hospital, “even if it's a 
ramshackle group of old 
Nissen huts, a pre-Boer war 
fever hospital or a Victorian 
workhouse”. The Victorian 
workhouse I campaigned for 
had a two-week waiting list 
for out-patient climes. In fact 
you saw there the same con- 
sultants who practised in the 
bigger specialist units she is 
so keen an, and who were not 
the medical staff “struggling 
to do operations beyond their 


capability" she so Insultingly 
describes. 

We all may well be misguided 
incur loyalty and stupid in 
Polly Tbynbee’s eyes, but I have 
the feeling we were better off 
W tth * mncnHa ntTnedl ral opin- 
ion after a twoweek watt, 
ratherthanwhatisnowtbesix- 
manfo norm in Hackney and 
Tower Hamlets. But than, what 
would I know; being just one OF 
those locals “who didn't know 
abort medical results”? Kindly 
adopt a more respectful tone to 
the mugs who will have to pay 
fbritalL 
Myrna Shaw. 

London. 


Rights watch 

I A /HAT a sad reflection on 
V V British society when we 
read on the saipe page of your 
newspaper of 24th December 
that a sad sick old man of 83 

years, who came to this coun- 
try for medical treatment, is 
denied the chance to go to 
church during Christmas to 
celebrate Catholic mass. At 
the same time prisoners were 
being released on parole from 
the Maze prison for Christmas 
and New Year 
General Pinochet may have 
reigned over terror in his 
country but undoubtedly be 
has not the blood on hfa hands 
in the same way as some of 
those paroled. There was not 
much Christmas spirit when 
they decided this old man had. 
to abide by the bail conditions 
which confines him to the 
home he rents on Surrey's 
Wentworth Estate. Was he 
really such a risk that he 
couldn't have been allowed to 
attend a Mass? 

John Corrle MEP. 

(Conservative), 

Worcestershire. 


OPAIN, Switzerland and 
O France have all signalled 
their willingness to put 
General Pinochet on trial for 
the crimes against humanity 
of which he is accused. A gov- 
ernment as strongly commit- 
ted to human rights as ours 
has no excuse for remaining 
aloof 

Geoffrey Bindman. 

London. 


WOU correctly called the 
I Idea that the Bosnian 

Muslims were responsible for 
the bombing of the Sarajevo 
market In 1994 a “grotesque 
fiction” (Leaden December 
22). This same idea was ped- 
dled by virtually an entire 
Panorama programme of the 
BBC presented by John 
Simpson and aided by General 
Rose. 

That General Rose would 
peddle the MI6 line Was (and 
is) self-evident. What fa less 
clear is whether the BBC and 
Simpson were unwitting 
dupes or willing accom- 
plices. 

Prof Zahar Zsunan. 
Ame rsham, 

Bucks. 




E giving a book 
resent, one news 
s to look inside 
make sure there 
ere that fa 

recipient I fol- 
praetice this 
hen buying the 

Telegraph *** 
l _ the theme of 
rogues - a 
also keen to dfa- 
>rt of people the 
issed as rogues. 


Guardian readers? Hunt sabo- 
teurs? Those who dispa ra ge 
hereditary peers? Or who brtd 
table knives incorrectly? All 
these, undoubtedly: but per- 
haps there might be more . . . 

The selection appeared to 
be generous, going . weU 
beyond the range of accred- 
ited ne'er-do-wells. Alger Hiss 
and Spiro Agne^ certainty 
and Benue Cornfeld, ana 
Nicholas Fairbahm — but also 
the composer John Cage, who 
cant have been a rogue 
because wonderful Joanna 
MacGregor approves of him; 
and Cyril Ray a journalist 
who wrote about wine and 

once worked for this newspa- 
per; and Bapsy Marehtaness 
of winchester; who seems to 
bare devoted large cbvmks of 
her life to battles with fan 
Fleming's 

BansY saw her rival [five 
Flemingl press the Marquess 
of Winchester's thigh In 
1954,” the obituary says she 

sued for enticement Tbeleft- 


(of whom Churchill warned: 
he fa not as nice as he looks) fa 
here too. and the Sunday 

newspaper columnist Sir 

John Jtmor; whose thunder- 
ous Scottish moralising was 

combined with what the 
Telegraph’s older readers 
would probably call a taste for 
the ladies. “Not so much a 
lover;'’ his obituarist recalls 
“as a plunderer of women. " 

And then. In fee midst of 
this exotic galere, there fa 
Peter Eastwood: not just a 
Telegraph man, but a 
Telegraph managing editor; 
yet here consigned by the 

newspaper be served for so 
many years to the status of 
rogue. The obituary — said to 
hare been written by William 
Deedes, who served alongside 
Effitwood when he was the 
paper’s editor — hints at, 
rather than chronicling, the 
qualities which propelled him 
into this book. 'Admired, 
feared,' even hated by col- 
leagues,” it says, and making 
them feel “like a prep-school 


dass ruled by the most testing 

master” But you have to go 
elsewhere to get the fun 
flavour of Eastwood. The 
Times obituary perhaps, 
which had him as dictatorial 
power-seeking, constantly 
seeking to undermine those 
whom he thought might rival 
him; or the Guardian’s: “He 
terrorised his sub-editors, 
however sailor.” Or Deedes’s 
autobiography where the 
prep-school master becomes a 
company sergeant major; hec- 
toring and bullying, though 
always in the defence of rigor- 
ous standards. 

■^rtje Ttfagraph. tradition- 
1 ally had an editor who 
| looked after the leaders, 
I the political features 
and so on, and a second, with a 
tifle like managing editor; who 
superintended the news. Brt 
where did one sphere of influ- 
ence end and the other begin? 
One would bear hair-raising 
tales from Telegraph col- 
leagues of battles for control 


of the parliamentary sketch, 
once part of the editor’s fief- 
dom, but coveted by Eastwood 
on the grounds that the sketch 
appeared on a news page, and 
he was Lc. news. Deedes 
recalls in his memoirs how 
Eastwood killed one sketch, by 
Frank Johnson, because he 
thought it “unhelpfol" to 
Margaret Thatcher. Deedes 
was powerless to override 
him, but rescued the piece and 
printed tt on the leader page, 
where he was king. Once, a 
Telegraph man told me, he and 
some of his colleagues sug- 
gested to Deedes that the 
Guardian’s Simon Boggart 
was much the best man, when 
somebody left, to take over the 
sketch. Sorry the editor said, 
nothing doing: he gathered the 
slot had already been filled. 

Not much of tills would 
have been apparent to readers. 
They may have noted the 
paper’s Iron disciplines (eg 
each paragraph In a story 
should ideally consist c tf two 
sentences, each of 25 words) 


without knowing just what — 

and just who — made the disci- 
plines stick. But some others of 
Eastwood's foibles were appar- 
ent to close students of his 
newspaper. He shamelessly 
wangled into hfa news 
columns stories — often 
entirely trivial — about 
Binriham-onCrouch, where 
he tired, extending this inter- 
est from time to time as far as 
neighbouring townships tike 
South Wbodham Ferrers. Not 
even toe Burnham Bugle could 
hare been mare devoted ia 
chro nicling events at the 
Burnham Yacht Club. Trains 
r unning late from Bii mham - 
on-Crouch to their London ter- 
minus were ruthlessly exposed 
in the Telegraph's c olumns. 

When Eastwood at fast 
retired I wrote to the Daily 
Telegraph, regretting the 
great man’s departure and 
hoping this would not lead to a 
diminution of the flow erf sto- 
ries about Burnham. For 
some reason, I received no 
reply 


Passengers should not be afraid 
of flying over London — yet 


X/OUR article about air traf- 
T lie control (Flight or 
fright, December 23) is timely 
As the union which repre- 
sents pilots who have to fly 

through this congested air- 
space, we too have expressed 
oar concern about the ever- 
increasing pressures on air 
traffic controllers. The open- 
ing of the new centre at 
Swan wick is vital, but It 
clearly cannot be done before 
It fa ready and folly tested. 
Whatever the reasons for the 
delay we have to accept it will 
take as long as it takes — it 
cannot be rushed and there 
are no short cuts. 

In the meantime, everybody 
involved in the industry 
including the flirtings and air- 
port operators, have to accept 
you cannot keep trying to 
squeeze more and more into 
the congested airspace. With 
present resources, and within 
present environmental con- 
straints which limit the n um- 
ber of night tendings, there is 
a finite limit and we have 
probably reached it Capacity 
both in toe skies and an the 
ground hac to be plnnnpd 
around what can be safely 
handled on a bad day; not on 
the good day when there is 

excellent visibility no wind, 
and no delays elsewhere in 
Europe. Those days are few 
and far between. 

The tone of your article 
may have grven a misleading 
impression, although you are 
right to highlight the pres- 
sures on the system, and how 
close it fa operating to capac- 


ity Flying over the UK fa safe, 
but must be kept that way 
Mike Sparham. 

Assistant general secretary 
Balpa. 

THE headline of your report 
I gives an extremely mis- 
leading riew of air traffic con- 
trol in Britain. What toe 
article did not tell people was 
that the number of air traffic 
controllers has grown faster 
than the growth in traffic and 
that an independent report 
commissioned by the 
Government recently con- 
cluded that the London Area 
axri Terminal Control Centre 
(LATCC) visited by your 
reporters fa perfectly capable 
of coping safely with the 
growing volume of air traffic. 

The LATCC system has 
been repeatedly modernised 
and is among the most up-to- 
date in the wortd — when our 
new centre at Swanwick 
opens we will have far and 
away the most modern system 
in the worid. In fact, UK air 
traffic control services are the 
most respected in the world. 
Wfe are proud of our staff and 
proud of our record of air 
safety 

Sir Malcolm Field. 
Chairman, 

Civil Aviation Authority 


Vlte do not publish letters where 
only an e-mail address is 
supplied; please include a full 
portal address. We may eefit 
letters: shorter ones are more 
likely to appear- Please provide a 
reference to the relevant article. 


Last winter, 
we saved thousands 
of elderly people 
from electric shock 





Winter can bring real hardship to the elderly. Many face 
the appalling choice between eating and staying warm. But 
you can spare someone the dilemma by making a donation 
to Rukba now. 

Rukba helps thousands of elderly people meet the cost 
of winter heating by providing diem with a small additional 
income. Just £10. for example, could help somebody stay 
warm for a month. 

Please call 0345 58 56 80 (local call rate) or return the 
coupon below. Thank you. 


Name 


Address. 


Postcode. 


I wish to give Cion «□ J 

I enclose a cheque made payable to Rukba 

! would flka to give by Masterard/Visa/CAF - please charge the 
above amount to my account number; 


□murrm i~m 


Expiry Date. 


J. 


Pleas* tend to 
WBOazn Ratfcbone. 
Rdfcba. FREH*05T. 
fi Avernnere Road. 
London WI4 8BR. 

Reg. ChaHqr 
No. 21072V. 


Rukba 


Helping ddedy people 
stay independent ^ 
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Cathal Goulding 


The IRA’s lost 
new direction 


C ATHAL GOULD- 
ING. who has died 
aged 75. was chief 
of staff of the Irish 
Republican Army 
at the end of the 1960s, during 
the outbreak of the present 
phase of the Troubles. He was 
therefore in a key position 
during a pivotal period in 
modern Irish history The 
republican movement he led 
saw itself as the embodiment 
over generations of the aspi- 
ration for Irish unity and 
independence. It was striving 
to get to grips with a tumul- 
tuous and rapidly-changing 
situation — one which 
Goulding and bis aHi<»R bad 
never expected to arise. If the 
political project which be 
tried to carry through in that 
period ended in failure. It was 
not out of personal weakness 
or lack of will on his pail, but 
because of the inadequacy of 
his republican ideas. 

Recalling his own career as 
an IRA activist in the days 
when “the struggle" was its 
own validation and its objec- 
tive a shimmering abstrac- 
tion. be once remarked that, 
“We didn't go out to free 
Ireland, we went out to fight to 
free Ireland". He wanted to be 
done with that sort of care- 
less. lethal ro man ticism, and 
to make a practical reality of 
revolution in Ireland. 

Goulding had become chief 
of staff at an IRA army con- 
vention In 1962, taking over 
from acting chief of staff 
Ruairi O Bradaigh just 
months after the 195&62 bor- 
der campaign bad ended with 
an order to dump arms, which 
was couched in the usual, 
grandiose terms of defiance 
but came across in the cir- 
cumstances as a petulant 
whimper. By his own account, 
Goulding got the job because 
nobody else wanted it so 
shrunken and demoralised 
had the movement become. 

His personal credentials 
were impeccable. Goulding had 
been an TRA man” since 1937, 
when he was an 11-year-old 


John Pulman 


schoolboy having joined 
TT ianna Birrann , the IRAS 
junior wing, in the working- 
class area he came from on the 
north side of Dublin. His boy- 
hood friend, Brendan Behan 
joined at around the same time. 
His grandfather had been an 
“ invincible", from the group 
which had famously assassi- 
nated the two most senior 
British officials in Ireland in 
1892. His Gather bad been an 
IRA soldier in the 1919-21 Irish 
war of independence and had 
taken the anti-treaty side in the 
subsequent split His parents 
dressed themselves in the uni- 
forms of the socialist James 
Connolly's Citizens’ Army for 
their wedding. 

Like many thousands of 
anti-treatyites in the new 
Irish Free State. the 
Gould mgs found it difficult to 
make a living, and it came nat- 
urally to Ca thal, self- 
employed as a house-painter; 
to associate his “inherited" 
republicanism with the idea 
of social revolt. The associa- 
tion was assumed, there being 
no felt need for a program- 
matic Link. Another friend, 
Tomas MacGiolla. later presi- 
dent of Sinn Fein, has 
described Dublin republicans 
in the early 1950s watching 
tr ains arriving from the west. 
Jam-packed with emigrants 
en-route for the Holyhead 
boat, and pressing on them 
leaflets which urged them to 
believe that the British pres- 
ence in the North was the 
source of all their IDs. 

I n 1956 Goulding was 
arrested on an arms raid 
In England and jailed for 
six years. He was later to 
say that prison had pro- 
tected him from the debilita- 
tion which afflicted many who 
had soldiered through the 
same years on the outside. He 
still had the heart to take over 
as chief of staff on his 
release, and had acquired an 
understanding that there was 
no future for the movement if 
it did not connect with the 


consciousness of the Qesh- 
and-blood people in whose 
name it presumed to wage 
wan Goulding and the group 
around him — some of them 
fellow ex-prisoners, others 
former members of the 
Communist Party — launched 
the “New Departure". 

The new leaders did not 
lack for commitment, and 
speedily discarded the gaudy 
accoutrements of nationalist 
romance, but they never man- 
aged to break from the rigid- 
ity and elitism of the 
republican tradition. They 
rather substituted for it, 
unthinking ly in many 
tncmnnPK. a different. class of 
arrogance, clandestinity and 
subterfuge. The ideology 
underpinning the New 
Departure was standard-issue 
Stalinism. The fact that this 
was not spelled out in public, 
or even to the rank and file of 
the movement Itself, didn't 
trouble Goulding. It wasn't 
that be was personally dishon- 
est — although close friends 
say be could take a mischie- 
vous delight in his own devi- 
ousness: it was more that the 
Stalinist way of going about 
thing s did not strike a disci- 
plined member of the republi- 
can movement, with its secret 
army calling the shots for 
political front-people, as par- 
ticularly outrageous. 

Goulding co-wrote docu- 
ments put to an army conven- 
tion in 1965 which defined the 
IRA's objective as “a democra- 
tic socialist republic" and 
directed members into grass- 
roots political action, such as 
fish-ins and housing action 
campaigns In the South and 
the generation of a civD rights 
movement in the North. He 
was present at the closed 
meeting in Maghera, Co 
Derry in 1966, at which the 
key decision was made to set 
up the Northern Ireland CivD 
Rights Association. 

However the strategy was 
damaged beyond repair at the 
end of the 1960s by the great 
whoosh of nationalist rage 


that followed armed Royal 
Ulster Constabulary and loy- 
alist attacks on Catholic work- 
ing-class areas — the 
northern state's response to 
the civil rights demands. 
Between 1970 and 1972 
Goulding had no option but to 
tack back towards national- 
ism a*iH to sanction military 
action against the British and 
the KUC, as bis "Official" IRA 
tried to head off the develop- 
ment of the breakaway 
Provisionals. But it was not in 
the framework of his politics 
to admit that the perspectives 
erf the New Departure — 
which had led to the abandon- 
ment of “Brits Out" on the 
very eve of its re-acceptance 
as a raJlying-caH by the 
nationalist masses — had 
been shown to be wrong. 

T he Officials, still 
sporadically 
iinolved In violence 
despite a ceasefire 
called by Goulding 
in May 1972, set an unsteady 
course which was to carry 
them ideologically close to the 
unionist camp without 
enabling them to expand 
organisationally beyond bases 
in Catholic working-class 
areas. 

In his own mind Goulding 
never deserted the republican- 
ism be had been part ot liter- 
ally since he M been in short 
trousers. Never; even momen- 
tarily did he contemplate leav- 
ing the movement to express 
hi« political ideas through an 
alternative. All his efforts 
were bent towards s hifting the 
movement itself over; suffi- 
ciently intact After an 
extremely heated exchange 
with a group of Northerners 
in the 1970s (one of many) he 
departed saying; in effect, 
“You can argue anything you 
like, but remember — outside 
ffi is movement there is no sal- 
vation”. 

Seen thus, the republican 
movement could contain the 
Stalinoid ideas of the New 
Departure just as well as the 



Grave words . . . Goulding gives the oration at the funeral of his fellow republican Joe McCann in Belfast in April 1972 


nationalist notions of tradi- 
tional republicanism. The 
mnniri of the movement had 
not been dented, much less 
discarded, but merely filled 
with 3 different dogmatism. 

O nly in that d efining early 
period of the Troubles was 
Goulding at the very centre of 
events. Bat the same sense of 
certainty' and the same 
indomitable persistency sus- 
tained Him through the years 
afterwards, through further 
t w ists and turns and policy 
flip-flops, as the Officials 


fought murderous feuds in the 
North In fixtHe manoeuvres to 


stave off irrelevance, while 
gradually adepting to bour- 
geois realities in the South. 

InlMa fi ffliMingatiii mtwtnf 

those from the New Departure 
who were still around stood 
firm by what they continued to 
identify as “the movement — 
now designated the Workers' 
Party — when a parliamentary 
filo-faction took the road to 
coalition with the button-down 
blueshirts of new-model Fine 
Gad. 

T.iku republicanism itself, 
Goulding was both impossible 
to vanquish and incapable of 
victory If he was embittered 


towards the end by the bleak- 
ness which surrounded him 
politically he might well have 
been warmed by memories of 
a chaotically rich personal 
life. Strangely enough for a 
man who seemed not just to 
evince but to embody his poli- 
tics, “he never brought his 
political ideas home", accord- 
ing to one member of a warm 
and loving family which 
extended in a number of 
directions. 

Strangely, too. in a country 
where political feuds can be 
literally murderous, and per- 
sonal exchanges conducted 


with poisonous passion — and 
Cathal Goulding himself was 
experienced in such things — 
there are many who had no 
tima at all for his politics who 
win nevertheless concede that 
he was a most impressive man 
to encounter directly and who 
will recall him with a sad 
warmth for the . way .things 
might have been In different, 
more rational days. 


Eamonn McCann 


Cathal Goulding. Irish republi- 
can, bom 1 922; died December;' 
26,1998 


Nights on the green beige table 


J ohn Pulman, wbo has 
died aged 75, was world 
champion in snooker's 
darkest days from 1957- 
1968. Once, after an master of 
ceremonies had cried "He 
wasnt world champion for a 
lot of years for nothing," 
Pulman reposted feelingly: 
"Next to nothing.” 

English amateur champion 
as an unknown from Exeter In 
1946, he lived at the house, 
with billiard room attached, 
of bis wealthy patron Bill 
Lampard. who launched him 
into a professional game 
which, in those immediate 
post-war years, was a coterie 
over which Joe Davis presided 
at the Leicester Square Hall, 
which had 220 seats. There 
were no fortunes to be made 
from the 20 per cent share of 
the gate to which Pulman 
soon became entitled as a 
leading player Davis took 30 
per cent and also owned one 
third of the business. 

A share of the gate was 
more worth having for any 
world championship finalist 
since in those days the final 
was of never less than a 
week's duration — and some- 
times only the best oT 145 
frames spread over a fortnight 
at the cavernous Blackpool 
Tower Circus. 

Pulman lost the 1965 and 
1956 finals to Davis but the 
advent of television was help- 
ing to kill snooker as a public 
entertainment just as the 
introduction of colour 20 
years later was to transform 
its financial structure. So lit- 
tle money was on offer for the 


A Country Diary 


1957 tournament in Jersey 
that Davis was not among the 
four entrants. Pulman won 
the title but promoters took so 
dim a view of snooker's com- 
mercial potential that the 
championship went Into 
abeyancie for seven years. 

After its revival on a chal- 
lenge basis, Pulman made five 
successful title defences, but 
when it was restored to a 
knockout format in 1969 he 
was ring rusty in comparison 
with new, match-hard talents 
from the amateur ranks like 
John Spencer. Ray Reardon 
and Alex Higgins, whose 
snooker brain, he said 
recently, “was the quickest I 
ever saw;" 

So dark had been snooker's 
years of depression that only 
a handful survived by slog- 
ging round the club and holi- 


day camp exhibition circuit 
“You need a map from the AA 
to play on this," Pulman 
would exclaim of one poor 
table after another One dub 
was so riled by his remarks 
that it filed an official com- 
plaint stating “There couldn't 
haye been anything wrong 
with the table because all our 
players beat him." 

Having driven through 
atrocious winter weather he 
arrived at one village insti- 
tute, carrying his cue case and 
wearing a tuxedo, to be met 
with the question: “Are you 
the snooker player?" No, he 
wasn't he replied, selecting a 
popular four-letter word, be 
was the chimney sweep. Of 
one cheap hotel he remarked: 
“If you aren't in by midnight 
the bedbugs come looking for 
you." This sort of routine - 


with long days to kill and 
many a beast of a table to be 
tamed - did his game no good. 
Convivial to a fa ult he habitu- 
ally drank long and late, even 
after snook er's tournament 
scene revived. 

Although his standard had 
deteriorated, he nevertheless 
reached the 1970 world final, 
losing to Joe Reardon. Three 
months abstinence and some 
solid practice, brought his 
game into good shape for the 
1977 championship, the first to 
be staged at the Crucible 
Theatre, Sheffield. He reached 
the semi-finals but from there 
his playing career went down- 
hill Finally crossing the road 
in front of a bus, it caught and 
broke his trailing leg 

He never played again but, 
divorced after a 25-year mar- 
riage and bankrupt, he 


worked as a television com- 
mentator; a role to which he 
brought a melifluous voice 
and a life-long articulacy 
He did produce one memo- 
rable quip during a tourna- 
ment sponsored by Yamaha 
Organs at which one of the 
sponsor's products was the 
prize for the highest break. As 
someone was clearing the last 
few colours, Pulman's co-com- 
mentator; Dennis Taylor; 
remarked that it was possible 
for him to equal the highest 
break. “That may be so 
Dennis," replied Pulman, “but 
what can you do with half an 
organ?" 


Clive Everton 


Herbert John Pulman, snooker 
player, bom December 12. 
1923: died December 25, 1998 



THORPE HAMLET, NOR- 
FOLK: I went out first thing 
and there it was in the gutter 
just outside the door. It eyed 
me Instantly and with its 
usual quick-silver reactions it 
was off grring a machine-gun 
chatter as it flew. It was a mag- 
pie -the first 1 have seen seen 
in our road, although their 
encroachment upon Norwich 
has been a steady process In 
the last few years. 

And it is now official: we 
can embrace this advance as a 
positive development and dis- 
card the bird’s old image as a 
devouring monster, responsi- 
ble for the collapse in song- 
bird populations that has 
become so widely publicised. 
A recent paper In the 
Proceedings Of The Royal 
Society Of London describes 
research into the impact of 
both magpies and spar* 
rowhawks on small birds. The 
authors examined figures con- 
cerning 23 songbird popula- 
tions and looked to see if 
there was any correlation 
between these and magpie and 
sparrowhawfe numbers. The 
paper concludes that there is 


no link, in some places song- 
birds increased alongside the 
two predators, while in others 
they declined despite the fact 

that sparrowhawks and mag- 
pies remained constant This 
may go some way to rehabili- 
tate the sparrowhawk, but I 
doubt whether the evidence 
will alter one jot public atti- 
tudes towards its presumed 
partner in crime. The magot 
pie or chatter nag is too deeply 
embedded In our cultural life 
as a symbol of bad on at least 

ambiguous luck for it ever to 
be embraced. It will remain 
one of only 13 birds that it is 
legal to kill as vermin. People 
will still see magpies in spring 
hauling defenceless songbird 
chicks from their nests and 
put two and two together and 
make five. 

Our hatred of the magpie is 
proof that birds are more than 
just the objects of scientific 
research. They are creatures 
of our unreason, freighted 
with rich and strange 
mythologies. In some ways I 
hope they will long continue 
to be so. 

MARK COCKER 


Mark Graham 


Avoice for Thailand’s wildlife 


T HE conservationist and 
writer Mark Graham, 
who died in foe southern 
Thailand plane crash two 
weeks ago aged 58, fought to 
preserve that country's forest, 
fauna and wildlife which had 
been savaged in its dash for 
economic development 
Graham's soldier father 
made his life in Malaya. Mark, 
who was bora in Singapore, 
escaped with his mother from 
the Japanese Invasion and 
arrived in Britain in 1943. 
Educated at Fettes College, 
Edinburgh, he joined the 
Seaforth Highlanders, who 
took him back to what what is 
now Malaysia during its con- 
frontation with Indonesia. 

He then studied art at the 
British Institute in Florence, 
and worked in advertising 
before leaving for Thailand 
and marriage in 1968. He 
worked for a pharmaceutical 
company while trekking in 
Thailand and Nepal 


Once retired from business, 
these interests launched him, 
as an author His first book. 
National Parks Of Thailand 
led to Thailand's Vanishing 
Flora And Fauna, co-written 
with the highly-regarded 
ornithologist Philip . Bound 
and illustrated largely by 
Graham's photographs. It pro- 
vided, in a popular format, a 
hard-hitting analysis of the 
dire state of Thailand’s 
wildlife. Other books followed, 
notably a history of wood, 
which exposed the gaping 
hole being knocked in Thai 
culture by the devastation of 
its forests. 

Graham exploited exten- 
sive business contacts to raise 
funds for conservation pro- 
jects. supporting research 
into forest regeneration by a 
unit of Northern Chiang Mai 
University His enthusiasm 
for tigers led to a project in 
southern Thailand exploiting 
advanced infra-red technol- 


ogy to photograph them. 

Such causes also found a 
platform in a newspaper col- 
umn he wrote under the pseu- 
donym Nong Nguak 
(hornbill), where he could 
voice his deep disillusion with 
the performance of foe gov- 
ernment’s royal forest depart- 
ment in protecting Thailand's 
conservation areas as well as 
the “ depreciations of rapa- 
cious nouveau riche urban- 
ites. bureaucrats and 
politicians." His vehemence 
was a less often seen comple- 
ment to the wry i rre ve ren t 
wit and languid charm that 
earned Mark affection and 
respect among many Thais. 

Graham Is survived by his 
son Jamie, 24, and daughter 
Fiona, 26. 


Nick Cumming Bruce 


Mark Graham, conservationist, 
bom March 1, 1941; ded 
December 12, 1998 


‘Flip’ Wilson 

Humour black and blue 


I t is a sad comment on the 
pioneering career of the 
black Ameri can comedian 
Flip Wilson. who has died 
aged 64 of complications fol- 
lowing a liver tumour opera- 
tion, that in the last third of 
his life his name only ever 
appeared in trivia quiz ques- 
tions. 

This decline into obscurity 
stemmed in part from his own 
decision, quite literally to 
spend more time with his fam- 
ily. But it also reflected 
America's continuing ambi- 
guity towards black citizens 
who manage to haul them- 
selves into prominence. 

There were few indications 
in Clerow Wilson's early life 
that he might pierce his 
nation's racial barriers to star 
in one of Its top-rated televi- 
sion shows. Nothing is known 
of his parents except that, at 
tiie height of the Depression, 
they were among the poorest 
of Jersey City's pooi; that they 
could not cope with their baby 
and that, as a result, be was 
formed out to a series of fos- 
ter homes. 

At 21 Wilson took up one of 
the few callings likely to offer 
a reasonable prospect erf 
advancement, the United 
States Air Force. President 
Tr uman bad imposed equality 
on the armed. services a few 
years earlier and the Supreme 
Coart had just embarked on 
its fundamental rulings 
ag a inst segregation which 
eventually cleared away the 
barriers of legal discrimina- 
tion against black Americans. 

The young recruit soon 
became extremely popular 
with his comrades when he 
developed a comic routine for 
their off-duty entertainment 
His Irr e verent attitudes 
earned him the nickname 
“Flip" and his success in the 
barrack room sparked a wider 
show-business ambition. He 
left the TJSAF after four years 
for a series of odd Jobs while 
he polished up his act in small 
dubs. 

Wilson's breakthrough 
came In 1965 when be was 
invited to appear on 77ie 
Johnny Carson Show, then 
America's most inflnential 
television showcase. He was 



Wilson ... top ratings 


an immediate hit and was 
soon making cameo appear- 
ances in other high-ranking 
variety shows like The Rowan 
and Martin Laugh- In. After 
three increasingly successful 
years on this circuit a star 
billing in a television variety 
show persuaded NBC to offer 
him his own prime-time com- 
edy series. • 

Unlike his fellow comic, BDl 
Cosby Wilson never tried to 
distract his audience from the 
colour of his skin. The 
sharply observed characters 
be created sprang straight 
from the black urban culture 
in which he had been raised. 
Though The Flip Wilson Show 
featured such important 
guests- as Bob Hope, Bing 
Crosby John Wayne, and Dean 
Martin, it remained essen- 
tially a one-man performance. 


MM Jfflson peopled it with 
Ulf the sort of characters 
■ W Tom Wolfe later used 
so successfully for his novels. 
A real-life version of the flam- 
boyant homilies of the Rev 
Leroy high-powered pastor erf 
the Church Of What’s 
Happening Now; could be 
heard almost any Sunday in a 
thousand black neighbour- 
hoods. 

Geraldine, Wilson's 
bewlgged, mini-skirted and 
high-heeled sexual predator, 
could equally be found on 
almost any street corner 
among the clustered soul sis- 
ters of urban America. Her 


leering catchphrase , “What 
you see is what you get", 
became the theme of a popu- 
lar song In 1971 and, a decade 
later (by then reduced to 
WYSIWYG), it was used as a 
street-wise description of foe 
Apple computer operating 
system. 

The success of this tine, 
however; did Wilson a disser- 
vice: he spent his show-busi- 
ness career avoiding the crude 
sexual innuendo of later per- 
formers. The “safe” nature of 
his show, which went out at 
the femily viewing hour erf 
8pm on Thursdays, sent its 
ratings soaring to second posi- 
tion among all America's tele- 
vision programmes and 
brought Wilson Emmy awards 
for both scripts and perfor- 
mance. More unusually his 
deal with NBC allowed the 
show to be produced by his 
own company reaping a far- 
higher share of the income. 
But, just as he had achieved 
this splendid example for 
other ambitious blanks, the 
whole thing went sour 

In 1974 NBC pulled the plug, 
possibly because of changing 
public tastes. Wilson said later 
that he had found the pres- 
sures too great and had made 
a positive decision after his 
divorce to devote more of bis 
life to his five children. He 
subsequently refused to per- 
form for more than 20 weeks a 
year, mainly at nightclubs, 
and, though there were a cou- 
ple of attempts to revive his 
television career, they were 
unsuccessful 

After that he simply disap- 
peared from view, though 
some erf his old shows have 
been running on America's 
cable channels. His private 
life became increasingly trou- 
bled by legal actions from for- 
mer . lovers demanding 
financial support and by an 
arrest on drug charges, which 
was later ruled fllagai by a 
California court. He died after 
unsuccessful surgery for a 
liver tumour: 


Harold Jackson 


Clerow ‘Rip’ Wilson, comedian, 
bom Decembers, 1933; died 
November 25, 1998 


Birthdays 


Air Commodore Molly 
ADott, former director; WRAF,. 
80; Intikhab Alam. former 
Pakistan cricket manager 57; 
Terry Butcher; footbafleq 40; 
Donald Can; cricket umpire, 
72; Sandra Faber; America* 
astronaut, 54; Max Hastings, 
editor; London Evening 
Standard, ' 53; Lord (Hoy) 
Hattersley writer and jour- 
nalist former deputy leader; 
the Labour Party 66; Noel 
Johnson, actor; 82; Nigel 



Kennedy, violinist 42; 
Frances Morrell farmer 
leader; flea. 61 Hiidegarde 
Neff, actress, singer and 
writer; 73; Bridget Prentice, 
Labour MR 46; Simon Raven, 
author, playwright 71; Joan 
Ruddock, Labour MP. 55; 
Dame Maggie Smith, actress, 
64; Richard Sudhalter; writer, 
jazz musician, 60; The Rt Rev 
Bill Westwood, broadcaster 
and former Bishop of 
Peterborough, 73. 
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Death Notices 


MARROeL Margaret May 

‘ i Mddonty Mar a brief Illness on 22nd 


December, 1998, bom 86 yews. Fond and 
bakmet wife, mother and grandmother. 
Requiem Maaa at Church of Our Lady. Ur 
am Grew MW on Thursday 31 H Decem- 
ber at izsoprn tofkwod by crematlori af 
Goldere Green CrerreBortum. 2pm. No Bur 
ora by request Donations. If desired, to 
imperial Career Research Fund, g la R. P. 
Sherry & Son Funeral Dtraetart. 23 Ban 
Street tun asr, tm oi?i 73s was. 

•To place yew tmnouncomem telephone 
0171 fBw or tax 0171 713 «tt>7 between 
4am end Mm MorrJFM, 
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GBI f©ars impact of euro on sterling □ Union warns of price to be paid in jobs 


Rates threat to industry 


impeachment 


Mark Atkinson 
and Nichotas Watt 


USZNESS and union 
leaders yesterday 
voiced fears that 
Britain could be 
saddled with higher 
interest rates and unemploy- 1 
meat if the OK stays outside 
the European single currency 
With the euro expected to ly 
establish itself quickly as a 
major world currency many 
economists believe it will 
sur ge upwards against both 
the Amerian dollar and 
Japanese yen when it makes 
Its trading debut next month. 

Adair Turner; the director- 
general of the Confederation 
of British Industry said a 
strong euro was unlikely to 
damage the euro-bloc’s com- 
petitiveness because 90 per. 
pont of its trade was internal. 

However; there is a danger 
that sterling might be dragged 
down by a fall in the dollar, 
with which it has moved in 
hinflam for the last wight 
years. While a weaker pound 
would help exporters, it might 
put a higher floor under US 
interest rates, he said. 

The pound might have a 
year of relative stability but 
we might have a sudden and 
significant move downwards 
which will make the Rank 
worry about inflation and be 
reluctant to cut Interest rates. 



Rescued hedge 
fund partners 
could get $50m 


Mark Tran in New York 


S HOULD the partners of 
Long-Term Capital Mart 
agemeot, the hedge fund 
which almost collapsed three 
months ago, collect hefty fees 
now that the fund is making 
money again? 

This is the question feeing 
the consortium of 14 banks 
and brokerage houses that 
rescued the hedge ftmd run by 
John Meriwether and the 
Nobel laureates Myron 
Scholes and Robert Merton. 
Mr Meriwether and his part- 
ners stand to collect as much 
as (SO million (£29.75 million) 
in “performance fees" at the 
end of the year The pay-out 
will come from the profits 
made in the fend by the con- 
sortium' and the size will 
depend on the fund's value at 
the end of the yean 
As of the end of November; 
the *3,625 billion (£2,158 bil- 
lion) invested by the bail-out 
banks and securities houses 
in late September had 
increased in value by about 
$400 million and the markets 
in which LTCM is active have 
been relatively stable this 
month. 

It marks a dramatic c han ge 
from the situation a few 
months ago, when the Federal 
Reserve intervened to orches- 
trate a rescue of LTCM on the 


grounds that its collapse 
would . send shockwaves 
through the global markets. 

Such a pay-out to Mr 
Meriwether and his partners 
could spark a furore among 
critics who thought that 
LTCM should have been 
allowed to go under. Some con- 
gress members are also bound 
to wonder whether a group 
that nearly precipitated a cri- 
sis of the international finan- 
cial system Should be so 
handsomely rewarded. 

The consortium, which 
includes Merrill Lynch. Guild- 
man Sachs and the Salomon 
Smith Barney unit of Citi- 
group, may be reluctant to see 
huge sums paid to the' lead 
partners. 

Any pay-out to the partners 
would have to be approved by 
the consortium and a separate 
oversight committee com- 
posed of five hank representa- 
tives. The rescue package 
stipulates that the partner- 
ship running LCTM is enti- 
tled to 15 per cent of ah profits 
of the new money after the 
ftmd generates a certain 
return. Although that formula 
is lower than the 25 per cent 
share of profits, the LCTM 
partners used to get, unless 
the fund in value by the 
end of December; it will still 
amount to roughly $50 m i lli on 
under the rescue agreement. 


Japan accepts 
blame for crisis 


TomMeGMe 


I N A STRIKING admission 
of error, the Japanese gov- 
ernment released a report 
yesterday blaming official 
inaction and delay during the 
past decade for triggering the 
country’s deepest recession 
since the second world war. 

The yeaMttd report, pro- 
duced by the state Economic 
Hatmlng Agency details gov- 
ernment and private firms’ 
failure to come to grips 
quickly with the collapse of 
the speculative “bubble" econ- 
omy of the 1980s. 

The troubles left over from 
the bubble — when real estate 
and stock markets soared to 
dizzying heights only to crash 
during the eariy 1990s — have 
plagued the Japanese econ- 
omy “more than expected", 
the EPA said. . 

The collapse in asset prices 
left behind a massive debt 
problem that has hobbled 
Japan’s financial system. But 
instead of moving quickly to 
resolve the bad loans, govern- 
ment and bank officials 
decided to "leave fee embar- 
rassing problem untouched" 
end hope for a recovery in 
Prices, the report said. 

That recovery never came. 
Instead, the burst of the bub- 
ble brought a combined capi- 
tal loss of 840 trillion yen ($7^ 
trillion) between 1990 and 1996 
to businesses and households 


— about 1.7 times the nation’s 
gross domestic production 
during 1996. „ , 

The capital loss pulled 
down Japan's GDP growth- 
rate by an average of around 
two percentage points each 
year in the period between 
1991 and 1993. The negative 
effect on the GDP growth-rate 
diminished to about 0.8 points 
per year from 1994' to 1996. the 
EPA said. 

The losses strangled con- 
sumption and triggered 
Japan’s worst recession since 
the end of the second worid 
war. The economy shrank for 
the first time in two decades 
last year, and unemployment 
in November was at a record 
high of 4.4 percent 

The slow handling of the 
bad loans problem has caused 
various serious problems," a 
summary of the report said — 
i ncluding the credit crunch 
that still troubles many pri- 
vate companies. 

The EPA pointed to several 
reasons for the feflure to take 
rapid action: optimism that 
prices would recover; uniform 
delay by banks dealing with 
bad loans; a la** a system 
i for bad-loan disposal; and a 
lack of transpareneyin fee 
financial system as a whole. 

in order to overcome fee 
current economic slump, fee 
EPA said Japan must purge. 
Itself of fee “aftermath of 
bubble economy". 


“You need to 
have right policy 
levers, not 
grandiose, 
meaningless 
pacts for jobs’ 


Adair Tlxmer, CBI 
director-general 


AH that we can say is that we 
win be in a very uncertain 
position," said Mr Turner 
' Meanwhile, one of fee 
country’s largest unions 

Wamed that up tO a million 

jobs could be lost if Britain 
stays outside fee single cur- 
rency zone. 

In an attempt to increase 
pressure on Tbny Blair; the 
Prime Minister; to set a date 
for British membership, the 
AEEU says that many inward 
investors will be forced to 
move their production bases 
to fee Continent unless the 
Government acts soon. 

Ken Jackson, the general 


secretary of the AEEU, said 
that inward Investors, who 
have created 750,000 jobs in 
Britain, are worried that 
ambivalence about the euro 
may jeopardise their access to 
European markets. ' 

“The price of staying out- 
side the euro is too high to 
pay," said Mr Jackson. 
“Inward investors may move 
overseas if the UK tiptoes 
arpund EMU 

"With over half of all our 
exports going to Europe; 
British jobs will be at risk 
until we join." 

Mr Turner said the UK 
could avoid sliding into reces- 


sion but the outcome would 
depend on the monetary pol- 
icy committee, which has 
already cut interest rats 
three tones since October; 
reducing the cost of borrow- 
ing aggressively from the cur- 
rent level of 6.25 per cent. 

“Five per cent by Easter — 
we would encourage the Bank 
of England to have that sort of 
mindset 1 ’ Mr Turner. 

On balance in favour of UK 
membership of the euro zone, 
Mr Turner said Britain would 
suffer a loss of political influ- 
ence from not joining — its : 
voice in debates on tax har- 
monisation and social policy 
would be weakened. 

UK exporters might also 
find themselves at a competi- 
tive disadvantage to European 
counterparts who would no 
longer have an «cch*ng »» rate 
risk to Impede them. 

However Mr Turner cau- 
tioned that fee launch of fee 
single currency would not be 

all plain oafMng. 

While greater price trans- 
parency would encourage 
businesses to improve their 
productivity and efficiency it 
might simply result in higher 
unemployment if it was not 
accompanied by Increased 
labour market flexibility 

“You need to have the right 
policy levers, not grandiose. 
meanfng lwui pacts for jobs,” 
said Mr Turner 


Germany 
stirs up row 
with plans 
for fiscal 
harmony 


T HE German govern- 
ment reawakened ten- 
sions between Britain 
and its ED partners over 
taxes yesterday; announc- 
ing it would nse its ETJ pres- 
idency to push plans for 
harmonising fiscal policy 
unites Charlotte Denny. 

Germany which takes 
over the rotating presiden- 
cy next week, has among 
fee highest corporate and 
income tax rates in Europe 
and is also fee biggest net 
contributor to Brussels' 
coffers. 

Finance minister Oskar 
Lafbntaine told a German 
newspaper that Bonn, 
wou ld n ot continue to be 
the EU*s paymaster unless 
there was a breakthrough 
on harmonisation. 

“One thing is dean" Mr j 
Lafbntaine told Welt am ; 
Sonntag newspaper “There ] 


is no way that Europe can 
expect Germany to pay the 
highest net contribution 
but at the same time does 
n o thi n g against th» unfair 
tax compe ti tion. That is in- 
compatible with solidarity” 

Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder has complained 
that Bonn’s contrib u t i on of 
60 per amt of the EU’s bud- 
get or DM22 billion ($18 bil- 
lion), is unfairly high. 

Mr Lafontaine’s remarks 
were the first public sugges- 
tion Germany may link its 
fliwmrtai support to the EU 
wife fee stalled efforts to co- 
ordinate taxes. It was also 
another hint that the 
German presidency may be 
marked by hardball tactics. 

Chancellor Gordon 
Brown made It clear earlier 
this month that Britain was 
prepared to use its veto to 
stall attempts to set uni- 
form rates of corporate or 
Indirect taxes across the 
union. 

Mr Lafontaine said the 
EU Commission had made 
two concrete proposals to- 
wards tax harmonisation. 
“Dismantling tax oases and 
taxing interest Income at 
the same level," he said. 

Germany wants an EU- 
wide withholding tax on 
savings that countries such 
as Britain and Luxembourg 
oppose. 



Mark Tran 


T hese should be tri- 
umphalist times for 
America. In foreign 
policy BUI “Lone 
Ranger" Clinton and “Tonto” 
Tony Blair rain cruise mis- 
siles on Iraq, and there Is little 
that Iraq’s friends can da 
China, France and Russia can 
bleat all they want, but they 
cannot prevent America fro m 
going its own way 
At home, a dynamic econ- 
omy buoyed by a lenient 
Federal Reserve and con- 
sumers' willingness to 
splurge are helping to stave 
off global recession — in fact 
the economy is showing sur- 
prising resilience for a seven- 
year-old expansion. Living 
standards have reached 
record levels. Unemployment, 
inflation and interest rates fell 
to levels that have not been 
seen in a generation. The fed- 
eral budget showed a surplus 
for the first time in 30 years 
and Wall Street is edging 
towards a record-busting high 
after the summer scare. 

But impeachment and the 
President’s trial in the Senate 
have robbed America of any 
sense of exaltation at being 
the world’s supreme power: 
Yet the United States retains 
its pivotal role, despite Mr 
Clinton’s sea of troubles — 
and despite the best efforts, of 
commentators to fill the occa- , 
sion with a sense of history 
Wall Street and America 
beyond the beltway have 
shrugged off the news. 

If Clinton's credibility has 
suffered, the Republicans' has 
plummeted, with the party los- 
ing two House speakers in . 
rapid order Even when he is 
down, Clinton enjoys unusu- 
ally good luck in his enemies, 
from special prosecutor 
Kenneth Starr to those south- 
ern far-right Republicans who 
bayed for his resignation in 
fee impeachment debate. 

The return erf the Dow 
Jones industrial average to 
the 9300 level is evidence of 
the fundamental irrelevance 
of impeachment for most 
Americans. But as long as he 
can steer the ship of state and 
can shut out the white noise of 
impeachment, Clinton still 
enjoys broad popular support 



As it approaches a new 
year; the world should be less 
worried about the shadow- 
boxing in Washington than by 
the health of the US economy 
and whether It will continue 
as the engine for world 
growth. The current expan- 
sion began In March 199V and, 
if it lasts beyond next year; 
will be the longest in US his- 
tory. It is an article of faith on 
Wall Street that the American 
economy will slow next year. 

The consensus among econ- 
omists surveyed by the jour- 
nal Business week put growth 
for 1999 at 1.9 per cent Weaker 
growth after the robust expan- 
sion of the last two years 
would be healthy as an over- 
heated economy would serve 
nobody’s purposes. As always, 
there are factors that could tip 
anemic growth into recession. 

Manufac turing remains waalc, 

dragged down by the Aslan 
economic crisis. Lockheed 
Martin last week became fee 
latest In a line of blue-chip 
companies from Boeing to 
Coca-Cola to issue profit 
warnings for next yean 


U sually, a slump in 
the manufacturing 
sector will drag down 
the rest of the econ- 
omy Goldman Sachs's econo- 
mists note only four instances 
during which fee overall econ- 
omy has escaped a recession 
while the manufacturing sec- 
tor was ailing. Against that, 
manufac turin g plays a much 
more modest role in the US 
economy than before, cur- 
rently accounting for 15 per 
cent of jobs and 17 per cent of 
output — about half the level 
of four decades ago. 

A weak dollar poses 
another serious threat to the 
economy Some Japanese 
inst i tut i ons are p lanning to 
increase their European 
assets in relation to dollar 
assets in anticipation of the 
euro. Their mix at present is 
70 per cent in dollars and 30 
per cent in European curren- 
cies. With the euro, the mix 
could be a 50:50 split, thus 
putting long-term pressure on 
thedollax 

More immediate dollar 
pressure comes from the bal- 
looning deficit in America's 
commercial dealings with the 
rest of the world. The current 
account deficit may hit 4 per 
cent of output next year; any- 
thing over 3 per cent spells 
trouble for an industrialised 
country — including growing 
protectionist sentiment 
Any precipitous weakening 
of the greenback could under- 
mine stock and bond markets 
as foreign investors lose their 
appetites for US assets. By 
dumping dollar assets, they 
could prick the stock market 
bubble — one of the main rea- 
sons behind the consumer 
spending binge. A significant 
weakening of the dollar would 
also lessen the Fed’s room for 
manoeuvre in cutting interest 
rates, as that would create 
increased dollar pressure. 

Brazil could provide the 
next market shock. Despite an 
IMF package it is heading for 
a devaluation — which could 
in turn trigger devaluation in 
China. With challenges like 
these, a Senate trial is the 
least erf Clinton’s worries. 


W HEN it was needed 
he showed leader- 
ship to calm the 
markets. Prompted 
by him, the international 
Monetary Fund came up with 
pre-crisis financing. His 
warnings of the gravest Inter- 1 
national economic crisis since i 
the second worid war set the i 
stage for coordinated rate 
cuts. Perhaps Clinton is one of 
those rare beings who thrives , 
under pressure, and one won- 
ders what initiatives he would 
have dreamed up without the 
distractions of imp e ac hme nt 


News in brief 


BAein£100m 
deal with RAF 


especially important to engi- 
neering and chem ical firms. 


Icicles nHwg to lemon trees in Santa Paula, California, last Wednesday morning. Agriculture officials say another 
night of sub-zero temperatures could destroy the state’s half-billion dollar crop photoorapk victoria arog ho 


Orange and lemon 
crop wiped out in 
the Golden State 


Christopher Rood 
In Los Angelas 


C alifornia citrus formers 
were trying to rescue 
the last of their fruit 
yesterday as a week . erf 

unusual freezing weather 

inflicted $600 million of dam- 
age, wiping out a quarter of 
the lemon crop and- more than 
half the oranges- 
Thousands of migrant 


workers from Mexico who 
depend on fee annual winter 
harvest are now without 
work, and many formers have 
lost their fruit. Although, 
farmers in Florida and Texas 
escaped the freeze, losses in 
California, where some citrus 
1$ exported to Britain and 
Europe, will cause higher 
prices as wholesalers have 
doubled or tripled prices. 

The Golden State's *1.5 bil- 


lion crop produces 90 per cent 
of America's lemons, and 80 
per cent of oranges eaten as 
fruit Florida's crop is also 
likely to be down from 244 mil- 
lion boxes last year to 190 this 
year because erf earlier cold 
weather 

In California's central val- : 
ley where most of the crop is . 
grown, winter temperatures 
do not often dip more than a 
couple of degrees below freez- 
ing. But last week the ther- 
i mometers plunged to around 
20 Farenheit, causing fee 
juice to turn to ice, pop the 
skin and ruin the fruit 
■ Hundreds of formers spent 
a sleepless week carting giant 
propellers powered by diesel 
generators to their orchards 
In fee hope that the wind they 
created would blow away fee 
frost But efforts were over- 


whelmed by the worst freeze 
since 1990 when the state lost 
$800 million worth of citrus. 

Harvey Bailey; a grower 
with 4,000 acres in the valley; 
reported that 90 per cent of 
his crop had been ruined just 
as he was preparing to har- 
vest He stayed up all night in 
vain on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day but deter- 
mined to carry on. “I might 
save a bit” he sighed. 

If some of fee frnit is saved 
before it decays, oranges can 
be processed to add colour to 
Florida's juice production, 
and the rinds may be ground 
up for use in fragrances. But 
growers would receive only a 
few pennies on the pound 
instead of the normal $i-$2 , 

Yesterday California was 
warmer and the forecast was 
fair for the next few days. 


British Aerospace has won a 
£100 million contract to sup- 
ply 80 replacement fuselages 
for the Royal Air Force’s 
Hawk TMkl/lA aircraft 

BAe will act as prime con- 
tractor and be responsible for 
the design, development and 
manufacture of the new fuse- 
lages. 

As a sub-contractor to BAe, 
RAF St Athan will disassem- 
ble the aircraft and return 
the fuselages to BAe for 
incorporation of the new 
structure. 

RAF St Athan will carry 

out reassembly with delivery 
to the RAF expected to begin 
in 2000. 

The Hawk entered service 
in 1976. It is used for training 
and Is also flown by the Red 
Arrows aerobatic team in 
their displays. 


Daimler cheer 


DaimlerChrysJer AG reported 
a significant rise in 1998 earn- 
ings and said next year’s 
results would show fee bene- 
fits of fee $42 billion merger 
which formed the world’s 
flfth-largest car manufacturer 
in November this yean 

The group said initial esti- 
mates showed revenues rose 
by 13 per cent to DM260 billion 
in 1996 compared with pro- 
forma combined figures for 
the former Daimler-Benz and 
Chrysler operations. 

“The coming year is 
expected to show the first pos- 
itive effects of the merges" 
said the DaimlerChrysler 
Chairmen Juergen Schrempp 
and Robert Eaton. 


Murdoch on ball 


Engineers buoyant 


•Engineering companies fared 
better than other types of 
manufacturing with output 
up by 3.4 per cent for the first 
ten months of the yean 

according to a report pub- 
lished by the Institute for 
Manufrcturlng. 

The report calculates that 
manufacturing as a whole 
managed to push output up by 
just 0.4 per cent over that 
period. 

But the Institute also warns 
that the strong pound is likely 
to depress exports, which are 


Rupert Murdoch’s News 
Corporation is poised to buy 
as much as 80 per cent of fee 
Italian pay-television com- 
pany Stream for S118.8 mil- 
lion. Telecom Italia, fee 
parent company is also 
reported to be preparing to 
bid wife News Carp for fee 
rights to broadcast Italian soc- 
cer: 

The deal could see News 
Corp and Telecom Italia com- 
pete head-on for soccer rights 
against Tfelepio, the pay-TV 
company which is owned by 
French media group Canal 
Plus and the state broadcaster 
RAL 
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‘The British people have 
been kept in the dark, while 
those who speak the truth 
are denounced as 
scaremongers’ 

Sir Stanley Kalins 




For the first time 
in 70 years, the 
US currency 
has an equal 
competitor. 
Martin Walker 
in Vienna starts 
the final 
countdown to 
monetary union 


Dollar 
given a 
run for 
its 

money 
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T O be part of the 
European project 
has always been like 
living on a glacier 
At any given 
moment nothing seems to be 
moving. But look around after 
a year or a decade and the 
progress and the power 
behind it become awesoma 
The birth of the new single 
currency on January 1 will be 
such a moment 
Its power to transform 
Europe's political and eco- 
nomic landscape has already 
been made plain. The ring of 
confidence that now sur- 
rounds the euro zone pro- 
tected the usually vulnerable 
currencies like the lira and 
peseta during this summer’s 
financial panic when Japan 
trembled and the Russians 
defaulted on debt 
Britain's decision to take its 
most profound Integra fionist 
step, with the October proposal 
for a common European 
defence policy was a response 
to the fear of marginalisation 
induced by exclusion. 

Those two developments 
are of serious importance. 
They begin to address the 
great oddity of the European 
project: it has always been a 
trading and economic block of 
huge power but has acted like 
a strategic and diplomatic 
pygmy Europe now has the 
opportunity and the weight to 
assume an equal role with 
Washington in global finan- 
cial management, and an 
increasingly serious one in 
security affairs for Europe 


and its strategic hinterland in 
the Middle East North Africa 
and the Caspian oil basin. 

There is much more to 
come from the tectonic geo- 
political shifts involved in the 
emergence, for the first time 
in 70 years, of a second inter- 
national reserve currency to 
stand alongside tbe dollar. 

Nearly two-thirds of cen- 
tral bank currency reserves 
and bond issues are denomi- 
nated in dollars, along with 
nearly three-quarters of 

world trade. Over the coming 
years the euro will start tak- 
ing an ever more equal share. 

The Institute of 

International Economics in 
Washington reckons that up to 
a trillion dollars will shift 
from the US currency to the 
euro, a process which had bet- 
ter be slow and carefully man- 
aged or mass sales of dollars 
could send currency markets 
intochaos- 

I n any event the pressure 
on the dollar will be 
fierce, because it is based 
in an economy which has 
a balance of trade deficit 
of close to 3 per cent of GDE i 
Euroland, by contrast enjoys | 
steady trade surpluses. 

This means it will be on a 
kind of probation, as the cen- 
tral banks of Asia and the rest 
of the world decide which cur- 
rency they want to hold and 
corporate treasurers choose 
which will be the cheapest and 
most stable currency to bor- 
row. I 

This competition will rein- 1 


force the Treaty requirement 
of the new European Central 
B ank to run Europe's mone- 
tary policy in a highly ortho- 
dox and anti-inflationary 
manner Both dollar and euro 
will be driven to seek to man- 
age their currencies, their 
interest rates and their under- 
lying economies in such a way 
as to avoid markets imposing 
inflation penalties on them. 

At the same time, the emer- 
gence of a single currency in 
Europe's single market with a 
common interest rate, will 
inevitahly lead to increasing 
economic co-ordination 
across the board. Government 
will not necessarily lead this 
process. Europe's trade 
unions are already preparing 
for joint cross-border collec- 
tive bargaining, with the euro 
making it clear to Spaniards 
and Italians how much less 
they earn per hour from the 
same employer than their 
German colleagues. 

Already Italian banks and 
firms in the home loan market 
are reeling under the competi- 
tion from Britain's Abbey 
National, which Is offering Car 
cheaper mortgages to Italians. 
German supermarkets are 
gearing up to face a massive 
challenge from the world's 
biggest retailec tbe US Wal- 
Mart chain. French and 
German banks are bracing for 
the competition of Visa and 
Barclay card and American 
Express. With. Car more sav- 
ings than the US, and half the 
total amount of stock 
exchange capitalisation. 


Europe is poised to be the 
growth market for financial 
services. 

On the gloomy side, there 
are three entirely predictable 
crises lying in wait for 
Euroland. The first could 
come quite soon In Ireland, 
which has cut its interest 


rates to the standard 3 per 
cent, even if its GDP growth 
continues to soar at more than 
twice that level. Ireland has 
made borrowing cheaper just 
when all theory and practice 
says it should be making it 
more expensive. This could 
lead to the first shock, in 


which one part or Euroland 
suffers a crisis because of the 
broader economic policy 
required by the rest 
The second crisis will be 
political, and will come as and 
when Britain has its referen- 
dum. Britain will have diffi- 
culty finessing the current 


legal requirement of two 
years of currency stability 
inside the exchange rate 
mechanism, particularly if 
euroland by then has adopted 
some tax and other harmoni- 
sation measures that raise the 
thresh hold for new entrants- 
The third crisis cannot be 
predicted with precision. But 
a new global financial crunch 
will come at some point, per- 
haps in Brazil or in Asia again 
if China Is forced to devalue. 
The question then will be 
whether Euroland has agreed 
to field an equivalent of the 
US Treasury secretary to take 
day-to-day responsibility for 
the political management of 
the crisis. Until It does. 
Euroland will be deploying 
power without responsibility 
Because these challenges 
are predictable, there will no 
excuse if euroland fluffs 
them. j 

Nor will Europe's elec- 1 
torates, grappling with a new 
currency for two years before 
they get tbe banknotes and 
coins which embody it prove 
forgiving if sluggish growth 
keeps Euroland’s unemploy- 
ment level above 10 per cent. 
The euro, and the orthodox 
bankers who control it will 
take the political blame. 

The first problem is that the 
benefits of the single cur- 
rency are long-term, whereas 
the crises will be immediate. 
And some of the benefits, like 
downward pressure on 
German wages and upward 
pressures on Spanish ones, 
may not be easy to sell to 


Europe's voters and employ- 
ers. 

Second, all this is coming at 
the same time as Europe's 
leaders gear up for a battle 
between Northern and 
Southern countries, between 
net payers and net recipients 
to the EU budget Powerful 
voting lobbies like formers 
look set to lose something like 
£10 billion a year under farm 
reform. 

F inally comes the 
American problem, 
where seven boom 
years will at some 
point come to a close. 
America expects a lot from the 
euro In sharing the burden of 
global economic management, 
which means helping Russia 
and Asia to recover by buying 
their exports. America also 
expects a lot from that other 
sign of the new Europe, a 
common defence policy which 
could at last let Europe handle 
its own security problems 
without crying for the 
American nurse. 

The European glacier is 
gathering momentum, crush- 
ing not just powerful curren- 
cies like the franc and mark, 
but national self-interest and 
pride, just as politicians lose 
much of their traditional 
power to chart tbe economic 
course their voters may 
demand. 

And forget about trying to 
vote out tbe head of the 
European Central Bank. Like a 
glacier: he is too cold and 
gemote to notice. 


Euroland: a force to be reckoned with 


Share of 
world GDP 

Euroland*: 19% 
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Why i iove the euro Lord Hollick 
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PUZZLE 21,462 


This weeks wtmers of a CaOns 
English MHenniura Dictionary am Dr. 

M. P. Steward of EnfteJd, Mdeflssax, 
Mra J. Otway of Ahasfnd, Hampshire, 

N. J. Ruby of Beiper, Derbyshke, J. 
Rosanfcfewfcz at Harrow, Middlesex, 

and J.v.TBer of Epsom, Surrey. 

Pteaee alow 28 days tor deSvery 


Across 

1 Contest that's In me bag! (M) 
5 Twin Greek characters, 
affectedly stylish (6) 

9 Designed as escort vessels (8) 

10 Quivering like a fish (6) 

11 No longer cared for, being so 
lengthy (B) 

12 ReW marshal having block 
about famous victory (6} 

14 A quiet writer takes chances 
writing such supplements (KJ) 

18 The paper-seller never downs 
rum (4-6) 

22 Blunder in shamefaced to get 
a drink (6) 

23 He’s sorry after taking in 
people generally (6) 

24 Despicable party reneging on 
promises to pay (6) 

25 Disruptive quartet one’s seen 
in a disreputable place (8) 

26 A person plaguing the bank? 

(B) 


27 Natural but trendy fellow, 
broke (8} 

Down 

1 Struck with hose (?) 

2 Wildcat — she must be 
restrained (6) 

3 Deserving severe critic Ism (6) 

4 Agree to maintain connection 
( 10 ) 

6 Spares ihe married guys (8) 

7 The man who's made dear 
possibly a quarter go to 
church (8) 

3 A perfectionist's fancy table 
( 8 ) 

13 Put on a dietnot properly 
constituted — blast! fKJ) 

15 A single ceremonial symbol of 
authority should be kept (4,4) 

18 AU-in cleaning operation (8) 

17 A proposal to provide public 

with running water (8) 

19 Exerasing iron rule, which is 
really catty (6) 


20 The high-minded Individual 
surmounting general discord 
( 6 ) 

21 Backing up military personnel 
and others making check (0) 


Solution tomorrow 
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Lord HoHck is chief executive 
of United News&MeKSa. He 
resigned recently as adviser 
to the Department of Tlade to 
push the single currency 


N JUST five working days 
11 of our partners in 
Europe will launch the 
single currency — one of 
the great shaping events of 
our times. Britain remains 
a salt-water fortress. But it 
is clear that although you 
can keep Britain out of the 
euro, you can’t keep the 
euro out of Britain. 

When you're trying to 
work out what’s happening 
an old journalistic adage is 
to follow tbe money In this 
case, our banks are already 
offering euro accounts or 
even mortgages. Businesses 
are ready to trade in euros, 
and all the surveys show a 
huge majority in flavour of 
early membership. 

That is because most un- 
derstand that Britain will 
enjoy a more stable, com- 


petitive and prosperous fu- 
ture inside the single cur- 
rency than we would 
huddling in its shadow. 

Stable? Well, joining the 
euro certainly means we 
would steady our interest 
and exchange rates. Just 
think: sterling has varied 
against the mark by over 40 
per cent since late 1995, 
while our Interest rates 
have been twice as volatile 
as Germany’s this decade. 

Greater stability means 
business can concentrate 
on what it does best, in- 
stead of w ast in g time 
struggling to control these 
financial risks. 

Competitive? Joining the 
euro means we cut the cost 
of doing business. Our com- 
petitors in the euro-zone 
will trade freely without 


currency exchange transac- 
tion costs. British firms 
still spend £3 billion a year 
on transaction in Europe: a 
huge “trade tax” which 
would be abolished at a 
stroke If we joined. 

Finally joining the euro 
would mean a more pros- 
perous future: we would 
again be ftilX members of 
our most important export 
market — the average 
German spends four times 
as much on UK products as 
the average American. 

Export sales, of which 
we need more to thrive, 
would translate as jobs and 
prosperity for UK families. 
Outside the euro business 
will find it harder to keep 
up, and multinationals 
might look elsewhere to 
build new factories. 


Yes, of course, joining 
the euro has its risks; that 
is why we are not joining 
on day one. But the euro is 
no longer something to 
argue about in the abstract. 
It is here now, and is going 
to change all our lives — 
whether we like it or not. 
But business, at least, 
knows that it Is likely to 
work effectively 
If it does, Britain's clear 
national interest lies In 
Joining as soon as is practi- 
cally possible — because 
every extra day we hesitate 
will cost us more. I believe 
staying out will mean los- 
ing out. The UK debate has 
been polluted by the poll- ' 
tics of fear. People haven’t 
had the hard facts, and 
some of us are determined 
to tolerate that no longer. 


Why I hate the euro Sir Stanley Kalms 



Sir Stanley Kahns, Dixons’ 
chairman since 1971, Isa 
staunch eurosceptic and 


campaigner on the dangers 
of the single currency 


L IKE many — inclu ding , 
I suspect, Tony Blair — 
I have listened with 
amazement to the honesty 
with which the German fi- 
nance minister; Oskar 
Lafontaine, announced the 
realities of entry into mon- 
etary union. He has told the 
European electorate that 
for the euro to succeed, a 
unified tax structure is a 
necessity To the federalists 
this will come as no sur- 
prise. Monetary union is a 
vital step towards the 
initiative of full-scale polit- 
ical integration. . 

Its architects — Kohl 
Mitterrand, and Delors, 
saw the euro’s economic 
impact as a means of 
strengthening the suprana- 
tional Institutions of the 
European Union- Thus eco- 


nomic and monetary union 
Is not only intended to im- 
prove Europe’s economic ef- 
ficiency but to change the 
way It is governed. It is im- 
portant to analyse the con- 
sequences of an initiative 
established for a more fun- 
damental objective — total 
political union and the end 
of our nation state. 

The success or failure of 
the single currency Is de- 
pendent on its stability 
Automatic fiscal stabilisers 
are essential if the curren- 
cy Is to react strongly to the 
erratic behaviour of other 
currencies. This is almost 
impossible without central- 
ising some taxation. This 
enables the creation of the 
fiscal stabilisers required, 
and therefore ensures that 
weaker countries suffering 


an economic downturn will 
receive the tax relief they 
need at the expense of rich- 
er countries. This is a simi- 
lar system to that now in 
operation in the United 
States. Although this has 
not been adopted at pre- 
sent, European federalists 
have always accepted part- 
ly centralised taxation as 
vital to the single curren- 
cy’s stability. Under the 
current system the euro II 
wifi partake in a unique 
experiment where econom- 
ic stability is dependent on 
other options only margin- 
ally less repugnant than 
being part of a unified tax 
structure. For instance, It 
is possible that in a depres- 
sion Britain will be forced 
to devalue its workforce in- 
stead of its currency to 


make it more competitive. 
Lafontaine 's words reflect 
the hidden agenda and re- 
veal tbe hierarchy of com- 
mon taxation. 

Essentially, entry into . 
such a system would hand 
over the reins controlling 
our economy to a remote, 
centralised bureaucracy 
over which we can have lit- 
tle influence. The British 
public have been kept in the 
dark, while those who 
speak the truth are de- 
nounced as scaremongers. 
The truth fas out, and I wel- 
come an honest and open 
debate. I do not believe the 
population of Britain 
shares the views of our 
European neighbours; we 
wish to keep our autonomy 
— over taxation and over 
our political destiny: 
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Boats capsize in Sydney-Hobart Race 
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All at sea. . .Stand Aside wallows Ijd the Bass Strait waves, a life-raft in. tow, having lost its mast In the 70-knot winds 
which struck the 115 entrants less than 24. hours after the start of the race • photograph: ianmainsbridge 


A day after leaving 
Sydney Harbour 
(right), the 
competing yachts 
were confronted by 
a fierce gale 
sweeping through 
the Bass Strait 


Report by 
Bob Fisher 




Briton missing ; 
gales lash fleet 


T HE British Olympic 
yachtsman Glyn 
Charles has been lost 
overboard, feared 
drowned, after the 45ft Sword 
of Orion, on which he was 
crewing, was flattened and 
rolled over by giant waves 
and -galeforce winds during 
the Sydney-Hobart Race. 

Charles was washed clear 
of the boat from the cockpit 
and, despite an immediate 
helicopter search in the 
treacherous Bass Strait, he 
was not found by the time 
darkness felL Hopes for his 
safety are clearly bleak. 

Atrocious weather condi- 
tions In the 200-mile-wide 
Strait 280 miles east of Mel- 1 
bourne, have led to the with- 
drawal of 37 of the 115 boats 
in the race. 

The crew of the Winston 
Churchill have abandoned 
the ship and are missing, be- 
lieved to have taken to their 
life-rafts: 

Charles represented Great 
Britain in the Star class at the 
Olympic Games in Savannah, 
Georgia, in 1996 and was a 
former Laser National 
Champion. 

He had previously sailed 
with the Orion skipper Steve 
K olmar in the Australian Ad- 
miral's Cup team in 1997. 

Other crew members of the 
Orion were taken off the boat 
with a catalogue of injuries 
including a broken leg. Fierce 
gales whipping into the Bass 
Strait have wreaked havoc 
with the fleet Boats have 
been rolled over, some dis- 
masted and cre wme n washed 


overboard. One boat with 
nine crew aboard was miss- 
ing when the Radio relay ves- 
sel Young Endeavour went to 
her aid in answer to a May- 
day call, while a helicopter 
was unable to And Winston 
Churchill which had 
, requested assistance. 

The Australian Marine i 
Safety Authority in Canberra 
was co-ordinating the rescue 
operations in appalling condi- 
tions but was forced to call off 
fixed wing support last night 
It was expected to continue at 
first light with three helicop- 
ters, augmented by an RAAF 
Orion aircraft from South 
Australia. 

Winston Churchill is one of 
the nine yachts which took 
part in the inaugural Sydney- 
Hobart race in 1945. The 52- 
foot cutter was racing in its 
18th “Hobart" and had 
recently undergone complete 
restoration. 

Several members of her 
crew, led by the owner Rich- 
ard Winning , had undertaken 
more of these 630-mile races 
than the boat 

The alarm over Winston 
Churchill began when a dis- 
tress message from the boat 
indicated that she was “tak- 
ing water heavily". Her radio 
operator said the crew were 
preparing her life-raft — a de- 
cision not to be taken lightly 
as it is usually safer to stay 
with the boat than take io a 
life-raft, which should be used 
on ly in the direst of 
emergencies. 

The Race spokesman for the 
the organisers, the Cruising 


Yacht Club of Australia, said 
early this morning in Hobart; 
"We are very concerned with 
the situation regarding the 
Winston Churchill. When 
Young Endeavour reached 
the rendezvous area, there 
was no sign of the boat or a 
life-raft." 

The brigantine training 
ship, a 200th birthday present 
to Australia from Britain, 
continued to search until 
dark and will resume the 
search at first light 

Severe gales hit the fleet as 
it began its crossing of the 
Bass Strait which separates 
Tasmania from mainland 
Australia. The race leaders, 
the two maxi-raters Larry El- 
lison's Sayonara and George 
Snow’s Brindabdla. were ini- 
tially aided by favourable 
north-easterly winds and 
were well inside the course 
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record set by Hasso Plattner’s 
Morning Glory two years ago. 

But a vicious change in the 
wind, with gusts screaming to 
80 knots brought about by a 
very deep depression, has al- 
most certainly put paid to re- 
cord breaking and made it 
totally a matter or survival 
for the smaller boats. 

Huge seas, towering almost 
to the mastheads of the small 
fry, the 30- to 35-footers, have 
been able to turn some boats 
over, rolling them through an 
unpleasant 360 degrees and 
washing their crews from the 
comparative safety or their 
cockpits. John Campbell was 
separated from the 38-foot 
Kingurra for 40 minutes but 
later recovered by a police 
helicopter using a heat-sensi- 
tive searching aid. 

All 12 members of the crew 
of the 40-foot Stand Aside, 
skippered by James Hall ion. 
were taken off by helicopter 
after the yacht was dis- 
masted. Several of the crew 
were injured, one losing lin- 
gers and another with head 
wounds. 

Another dismasted yacht 
the 4l-foot B-52, skippered by 
Wayne Millar, also suffered 
structural damage when the 
mast collapsed, and was tak- 
ing water. It was still missing 
last night 

The America's Cup skipper 
Iain Murray was another in 
trouble, forced to turn back 
with rudder damage to ABN 
Amro. 

Winds bad last night “mo- 
derated" to 40-45 knots in the 
Bass Strait 


Look over your shoulder, Mrs P. Chris Hawkins sees a challenger to Jenny Pitman emerge from the King George VI Steeplechase 

Williams puts pursuers through the Mill 




I T WAS Lester Piggott who 
reportedly shouted the 
words, “Move over, gran- 
dad, Tm coming through" 
when asking Gordon 
Richards for some racing 
room at Ascot one day in the 
early Fifties. Whether he ac- 
tually said it matters not; the 
prophetic line bas passed into 
sporting folklore. 

Now Venetia Williams 
would be top modest to even 
think such a thing but some 
might be tempted to say it for 
her after the victory of her 
Teeton Mill in the Pertemps 
King George VI Chase at 
Kempt on on Boxing Day. 

For this remarkable young 
woman from Hereford seems 
well embarked on the process 
of shiftin g several "grand- 
fathers" and one notable 
"grandmother" from the top 
of the National Hunt training 
tree. 

Jenny Pitman’s reign as the 
leading woman trainer is defi- 
nitely under threat and al- 
though Martin Pipe’s huge 
seasonal totals will never be 
eclipsed, Williams has a 
strike rate that puts them 
both in the shade. 

Or course Mrs P is still 
ahead when it comes to the 
big races, with a haul of two 
Cheltenham Gold Cups, two 
Grand Nationals and a King 
George, but Teeton Mill 



Stormin* Norman ... Jockey 

Williamson leads Teeton 
into the winner’s enclosure 


looked so superior to the op- 
position here that he could 
well go on to win both this 
season's remaining premier 
steeplechases. 

The key to the success of 
this former hunter-chaser, 
who will be 10 on New Year’s- 
Day a nd has taken hi® time to 
come to the fore, is his jump- 
ing which is almost as spec- 
tacular as those two other 
great greys and multiple King 
George, winners Desert 
Orchid and One Man. 

Norman Williamson, his 
jockey, partnered Master 
Oats to victory in the Gold 
Cup and compared Teeton 
Mill favourably to his 1995 
Cheltenham winner. 

“He can stand off his fiances 
or get in close and fiddle," 
Williamson said. “He 
reminds me very much of 
Master Oats who might not 
have seemed to be going that 
well on the first circuit but 
halfway down the back just as 
the others were starting to 
struggle would suddenly get 
into top gear. 

“We always thought this 
horse needed faster ground so 
what hell be like when he 
gets it is anybody’s guess." 

Teeton Mill did not come to 
Williams until last April hav- 
ing been bought for what she 
thought was an "expensive" 
40,000 guineas by Stephen 
Wlnstanley, the mastermind 
behind “The Winning Line” 
tipping service. 

"He’d had leg trouble and 
as a nin e-year-old I thought 
they had paid plenty for 
him," said the trainer. “But 
be bad been with Caroline 
Bailey and had done a lot of 
hunting and knew all about 
jumping so X was delighted to 
get him. 

“But I never thought- he 
was this good and I even 
remember saying that 1 
thought the handicapper had 
given him too much weight 
with lost 51b in the Hennessy. 
Now it looks as if he could 
have won that with another 
two stone. 

“The original target was 
the Grand National and he's 
still a possible for that even 
though he’s bound to have a 
lot of weight now. He’ll defi- 
nitely be entered as he’s not a 
young horse and you don't 
know what’s round the 
corner. 

•The Gold Cup la next but 
I’m not sure whether or 
where he’ll have another run 
beforethat. ' ’ 

"He's an easy horse to train 



Venetia's blinder . . . Teeton Mill, trained by Williams, clears the last with poise en route to winning the maw event at Kempton Park on Boxing Day 


and 1 ride turn a lot myself. \ else to know what was hap- 
He’s such a good jumper that pening but so that Fd know 


I don't school him. 

“He didn’t jump a fence be- 
tween the Hennessy and 


myself.’ 


Apparently she knows her ropes as secretory and ass is- her. Quite why she is so good 
own mind, makes sure she tant to John Edwards, of she does not know but she 
gets her own way and does Pearlyman feme, and then says getting decent horses in 


says getting decent horses in 


tween the Hennessy and insight into the way Wflilams 
today’s race. I rode him In his works. Modest and shy on the 
final piece of work, it wasn't outside, she is said to be 


This perhaps gives a little not suffer fools while stead- after a year as assistant to the first place is the key. 


lastly refusing to divulge her Martin Pipe set up on her Rather like Pipe, who revolu* 


age. Not quite the delicate own three years ago. 


tionised the game, her 


flower she appears perhaps. Her 60* box yard Is now full 1 method 'is based on interval 


PHOTOGRAPH: FRANK BAfiON 

l ong uphill gallop and the 
horses go up twice. 

Trainers come and go but 
one has the feeling Williams 
is here to stay. Make room for 
an emerging talent 


that I didn’t want anybody | something of a chameleon. I She learned the tra ining j and her success has surprised | training — she has a five-far- ] Hoffday racing, page 14 
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Racing 

Chris Hawkins believes the in-form Nicky Henderson can continue his winning run with victory in the Welsh National . 


All the facts point to a win for Fiddling 


Dorans Pride can 
take the shine 
off Florida Pearl 


T EETON MILL proved 
in the King George VI 
Chase that a horse in 
good form can make a 
nonsense of official ratings 
and following this line of 
reasoning Fiddling The Facts 
looks a good bet to land the 
Coral Welsh National at 
Chepstow this afternoon. 

Fiddling The Facts, a mare 
in her second season over 
fences, comes from the Nicky 
Henderson stable (five win- 
ners on Boxing Day) which is 
enjoying a fantastic run. She 
loves soft ground and the trip 
of three and three-quarter 
miles should hold no terrors. 

Third to Teeton Mill in the 
Hennessy at Newbury, she 
has by no means an insuper- 
able task at the weights with. 
lOst Sib, although strictly on 
the book she has to improve 
to beat Eudipe and. on last 
season's form. Forest Ivory. 

Eudipe was 15 lengths run- 
ner-up in the Hennessy and 
was clearly attempting the 
impossible in trying to give 
alb to Teeton Mill 
It was another good effort 
from this Martin Pipe chaser 
who was placed in the Hen- 
nessy, Scottish National and 
Whitbread Gold Cup last sea- 
son and deserves to win a big 
handicap. 

He had six lengths to spare 
over Fiddling The Facts at 
Newbury and is only 21b 
worse off, but whether he will 
like the ground as much as 
the mare is open to question. 

Forest Ivory, trained by 
David Nicholson, whose 
stable has not been enjoying 
the best of luck recently, was 
beaten six lengths by Fiddling 
The Facts at Kempton on Box- 
ing Day last year, but has an 
llib pull now which puts him 
in with a definite chance. 

Supporters of Macgeorge 
will no doubt point out that 
Forest Ivory was well beaten 
by Richard Lee's gelding at 
Warwick last month when 
both were making their 
reappearances. 

But Macgeorge has since 
finished second to Tamarindo 
at Cheltenham where he had 
a hard race and connections 
are worried about the effects 
of that if today's race becomes 
a slog, which seems Inevita- 
ble. Dom Samourai has been 



Leading light . . . The Martin Pipe-trained Dom Samourai is one of the market leaders for today's big prize at Chepstow photograph: martin lynch 


ante-post favourite since the 
weights came out on the 
strength of his second to See 
More Business over the 
course in the Rehearsal 
Chase. He loves Chepstow 
an rt fini short second in This 

race last year to Earth Sum- 
mit being 2lb better off for 
one and three-quarter 
lengths. 

Earth Summit of course, 
went on to glory at Ain tree in 
the Grand National and, in- 


credibly, seems to have 
emerged from, that gruelling 
duel with Sony Bay better 
than ever this season. 

He put up a terrific effort 
on unfavourable terms when 
second to his old rival at Hay- 
dock recently and so even 
with list IQlb cannot be ruled 
out. 

Torduff Express won the 
Betterware Cup at Ascot in 
good style, which would give 
him a chance, even though he 


is carrying 101b more than his 
original long-handicap weight 
and meets Kendal Cavalier on 
markedly inferior terms com- 
pared to their running at 
Cheltenham last season. 

He Is dearly in good heart, 
however, and should make 
the frame, but Fiddling The 
Facts (2.15) has improved for 
her Hennessy run according 
to her trainer, who is- hopeful 
of a very good run. 

Flagship Uberalles (1.10). 


a four-year-old at present, 
looks a useful young recruit 
to the chasing ranks and 
should prove the point in the 
Caolor Gas Novice Chase. 

At Kempton there is a dis- 
appointing overall turn-out 
and only five go to post for the 
£4Q,00Q-added Perteraps 
Christmas Hurdle. Dato Star 
is the form horse here having 
beaten French Holly convinc- 
ingly at Newcastle in the 
Fighting Fifth Hurdle, but 


Kerawi (2J20) could upset the 
applecart. He won this race in 
heavy ground last year and 
goes particularly well on this 
sharp track. 

Dr Leant (2.55), third to 
Cyfor Malta and fourth to 
Northern Starlight on his two 
most recent attempts over 
Cheltenham's two miles five 
furlongs, should be well 
suited by the step up to three 
miles in the Pertemps Execu- 
tive Handicap Chase. 


Tony Pakiy 


D orans pride can up- 
set Ireland's chief Chel- 
tenham Gold Cup hope 
Florida Pearl with victory in 
the mouthwatering Ericsson 
Chase at Leopardstown today. 

Florida PearL who will go 
off a short-priced favourite, 
was rated the best chasing 
props poet seen for n long time 
by many experts when win- 
ning all* his threv races last 
season. 

He ended his campaign 
with a convincing defeat of 

Saturday’s King George run- 
ner-up Escartefigue in the 
Royal & SunAlliance Chase at 
Cheltenham when his fault- 
less jumping and turn of foot 
was certainly impressive. 

The Willie Mullins-trained 
runner is unbeaten in six 
starts and scents sure to 
prove hard to get past this 
season, but may be worth op- 
posing at such skinny odds in 
his most difficult task to date 
against two proven top-class 
performers in Dorans Pride 
and Suny Bay. 

With the ground set to ride 
very testing today his natural 
speed could be blunted, while 
the favourite is an inexperi- 
enced chaser in a field of Gold 
Cup calibre and his jumping 
will be seriously put to the 
test 

Dorans Pride started a wor- 
thy favourite for this year's 
Cheltenham Gold Cup after a 
successful campaign and ran 
a close third on ground that 
was on the lively side. He sub- 
sequently disappointed in 


atrocious conditions at Ain- 
tree. but may have been 'feel- 
ing the effects of his run In 
the Gold Cup. 

The selection started off 
this season with two comfort- 
able victories and then did 
not jump as fluently as usual 
when beaten by Imperial Call 
last time. 

That was over two and a 
halT miles and Dorans Pride 
Is much more effective at this 
longer trip when raring in 
top-class company. 

Suny Bay has an obvious 
chance on the form he showed 
when beating SscarteGgne id 
the Edward Hanmer Chase on 

his reappearance at Kaydock 
in November. 

However, he was much less 
impressive -when beating 
Earth Summit aver the same 
course and distance a month 
later when the weights were 
very much in his favour. . 

Suny Bay is a horse who 
does not stand a lot of racing 
and as a third tough race In 
the space of two and a half 
months may prove one too 
many Dorans Pride (2.40) is 
suggested as the value bet at 
5-1 with Ladbrokes. 

Calling Wild provided 
trainer Paul Nicbolls and 
jockey Joe Tizzord with com- 
pensation for the eclipse of 
See More Business at Kemp- 
ton on Saturday when land- 
ing the Paddy Power Handi- 
cap Chase at Leopards town 
yesterday. 

The 8-1 chance galloped the 
opposition into the very 
heavy ground In the Grade 
Two event to take the win- 
ner’s prize of over £86.000. 


Stack in ‘critical’ condition- 


T ommy stack, one of 
Ireland's top trainers, 
was reported to be in a crit- 
ically ill condition with a 
viral infection last night. 

No one was available for 
official comment at Stack’s 
Thomostown Castle base in 
Co Tipperary'* hut a spokes- 
man did admit: "He’s criti- 
cal and the next 24 hours 
will be crucial." 

The spokesman added 
that Stack was at County 
Cork Hospital, where he 


was reported to bo "seri- 
ously UL but stable." 

Stack, 53. has held a 
training licence since 1986. •’ 
His highlights have in- 
cluded Las Meoinas win- 
ning the 1,000 Guineas In . . 
1994 and Tara scon’s 
umph in this year's Irish 
1,000 Guineas. . . -f 

Stack was formerly a sue- 
cessfnl National Hunt 
jockey and rode Red Rum 
to his record third Grand 
National In 1977. 


Chepstow Jackpot card 


CWflSHAWKRS 


Tiff FORM 


Artemis 

Hagstup liberates 
Miss Orphan 
Earth Sonant (nap) 

Explain This 
Cyborg DeBeauH 


12.35 Artante 

1.10 Flagship UberaHes (Ml) 

1.40 Min Orphan 

2.15 fiddSng The Facts frwp) 

2.50 Explain This 

3.20 Gratomi 

3.50 Scarlet Emperor 

Owl, left-handed undulating course. nearly 2m round vtiili 250yds run-in. Five fences fei homo 
straight put emphasis on stamina. 

Gong: Soil. * Denotes tinkers. 

Seven-day unmos None. 

Mnkared frst time None. 

Waned: 2.50 Angus Arrays 

i n brackets after horse's name denote days since last outing. 


12 35**™-^ RAaNG CLU8 N0V1CE HURDLE 


92 m 41 1 10yds £3,241 (16 declared) 

02 Arinin (24) ft Hnfercon 6-1 1-0 _ M A RbpnU«90 

ZF-5TO OnmilraCWW |SP tUtos 5-t 1-0 _ R Vtidgxr (S) — 

623lF/BoBh(rniMPtaeS-ii-0 A P McCoy * — 

m m afeap b P33| M Jactan 5-11-0 - - . S Wym» — 

•SH Famfen Bank (42 J Stxamg 5-1 1-0 T J Rapy ■ 

9J rnkram m CSgwn 7-u-o J A McCarthy 87 

00 Wxrao PH Mo JROnar 5-11-0 B Rowan — 

5Z.M-U >atmwBWanTMWrfiate7-11-0 T Jortfo 88 

00 toady A Doctor E3)P1ttte 5-1 1-<1 R Famxtf 88 

6PWF Otter Krer til) dCSna 9-11-0 B Boidu^i 88 

Unite SeogMPp'Mt-(J ft ' 

«0M5 Ssadorar (Z7) U (to 5-11-0 D B) 

2F41- Stan CHfc pit? £lMB#n«6-n-0 D 


84 

. 88 
0(5-50 WnqllteBhpqilftssCMniBrS-tl-O .WMntai 87 


101 

102 

m 

1 W 
KB 
KB 

107 
KB 
189 
110 
111 
112 
11 J 

Itf __ __ 

lift 212-34 HMMta toll HHfans S-1 

110 11(0- l«Bm Spring (88) MPtoa G-IO-9 C Max* — 

Beta* 3-r Ebub. 7-2 Mean Am. 11 -2 Adonfi, RhaWe9nft, 8-1 Jatapem. 10-1 Stum Caste. (2-1 Man 
Sort* 

raw GDBE - Manta led o 3 nL kmud tofe M. had nttn jwrochng 2 out. iratteki(Mcten.2ndcMl. 
101 MM Nate King a Sntawi 2m nor Mb. GO Bade IfceU ow lancea w Raw. an mar 2ni V Asnft h 
•96. few, (t0anrte6anrjc»w7itw Eutfpe a hand ch. at. Etetfroak: Hit op heater? m. rmu 
Men wer 31 cm. soon butai, flti d ZL in MM Party fatoepe a ttnnyW 2m NH FM. Gd-Sft Fofetata 
Bade Beta). (Men fen balmy. sons am haadnr. now new. ffl ri 5, 2H MM BunreJ * Meter 2m 
no.hda.9i rm irae Btnfemd M unseated rider to ha W b oca mm tw Hcl Late a HknBrnkn 3nHnto 
ch. SR. bdamc b touch 12L 9h of 22. 34 MM Edd/a Sm a Knfcfc 2m tet FBI. S8. JriagnmB roadway 7h 
Mydaa 3 ad. Deafen Men Uhnknd and wmaad mar 2 art fa ace mi tar Km itotot at TunmSn not 
hie. 61 Ready A Doctor Behnd tan M. Sh cl 13, J« behind Young tocraw a Oepaw 2m man hda. Gtt 
OHar Rbtr h bach nten M a w 881 ki ace mm by flori Barge a Ews 3ma hsai ch. SB. SamianB Haanw 
b chm nfcno 3rd. ba pbee ami oeatowd Bh, Stid & *el MM Beau A N Abbot Sill nw hda, Sft. team 
Cafe Bate Viang Rod Or a * SwSansrt 3m pert-to-oort. Sft Strang B»Bte Had uo and DaiM. hearty 7B. 
rkUm 3 ml men weakened an d 13. 411 MM Tbncmim ratal ChmaWm Carito Jet W» II n, ad 
bahnd at tMnomon 2mQ m hde. Bd-SA Wnatan In PnnMn unB waekenad aanadMng bet. 4B at 15, 1ft 
MM Ai l Kra at Chvdow hnK no* hfe fioSft tefei SMfe Led KB. lost itece U oo. staled on again 
man& rush. Sd enz, «ci dam tong’s ted ja waree an (Ufa. " 


■ H*r 


\ «| QCAL0R GAS NOWCE CHASE 


9 2m 311 1 0yds £3.805 (8 declared) 


BBC2 j 


201 

202 

203 

aw 

205 



-11-8 A P 

-1^3 ■ Grtffife 

PRVfctto 7-11-3. J A 


110-01 

20P-33 Boa (20) 

ImUx 

RPP-3 Umg6|fea«(iaifc8CJ(nnsaY7-11-^ W 

60-300 PkamiKad on me Podun 5-r 1-3 ft Farad — 

tWTO BbjB S w«P PWDfPPHWwl 9-1 1-3 DrP PrflskariJ — 

m 320W- Sterna Mp3M(C} HIM 8-1 1-3 8 6nw« — 

2DB 13-221 neo*pUb«tep4)P»tr»ifc 4-10-11 HA FfegmUteM 

Drtttas 4-5 FMSteUwfle*, 5-4 Potedfe 10-1 teng Tat. 12-1 Bam. ifr-i PtacudM 20-1 Lmesdai 
Matt. 25-7 UuJTljmSM: 50-1 R0|US*«ll 

RHM GUBE-FMaatatK Cbseup. lad 7im4 mfc Magati nan, dea 2 an. ran mwa. mi br 41 ha AM lorn a 
PtucpSn 2m n» A SJIBaia Hot par® wdlitttsi89ii«rt»)o*rj(eail 3 out mw [308.3(11018. Ill MM Open 
Queat ■ FmHl &ifl no tap A, STL lasMtai Mm HeU ip. M when imM i2«i rutea appoadang 1 «m 
m» waatead. taM ofi Him Uundarad IH. P»d i» tel 3nJ <i 4. mi m>M llnsc Ttew a Newuy 3m 

in A Gd-ai loMiLBn &ML0tB IMl ittfeMnKfeDedonaiabno 3 out WflIB, 3M IWrt Aft MtOf 

rlfntiAfil-SJLN ' 


atwretanl3nif am tft ai^Ji HaaBMafeOtased fetes, hnucbuiftafileKd 7K8holl3.4ilt«tMAat 
osms a EM 2ni7i trap hde at Born mm Pramhent met naleKd rta 6H Med oB. 1 5* at 18. 491 ta 
DesantecrB Lix&w2mmctenhila. Gd-SH. Sti«noT*HekJiia hMnmhfew, dnang laaten 4«a.m 
tom net. 48i ot 9, IS MM M Snate a ^r 2ra6) nor Me, 6L ttentes HeU ip. naaboy Kk 

xatHMg 4 anti dear 2 on rahfeqed. won 6y 13 tan Sbhik Co* A EM Sal I norm. <U 


1^40 


BBC2 


RNALE JWKJR HURDLE RACE 3Y0 

2m 1 10yds £14,955 (5 dedared) 

QMCaNarft77]6BAM11-0 B FMoo — 

61 Bate* (45) rajJOKeft 11-0 A Ibgatm 88 

671 UWM0flm»{T8)BfJw**mii-0 B Pan! 88 

212242 OonriteoatnfijPIpnPNclUa 11-0 HA Rtantd 88 

21111 HfcH(hpimip7)(IQUnpe10-fl A P 8Wor«90 

Brthv 5-6 tfgsorftoi, K OunrtDW 11-2 HW*. 8-1 IBJBXJOIUW. 10-1 OM Caste. 

HWM GUIDE - CUB OnHar PJaa him, haaOoq onr 21 out h« man ow u oul. m pan, Oi d 13 , 9 IMM 
BonhalaoKBrliMMEfti. S^St BBrt*iratke(lleflte8.M5ai fcdMr*tae2ai sem dear. «ni oy 10 
towSarn Ucoy at Nanfla 2 b nw Ida, GM8. lagand 01 Imk Osa) fetes. m«Ske M, W appwbng : 
ouL Mtycd uw« non brS tem Hwta »Mteeo2isll n» Ma, vhr (WWlfeutlal io2 at tnrt MM 

MmadMhS,inMtaqul(feited)a7lixMidRotiaOTBUqlW2minrife>k(y NaaOtphterllaileaft 
restfe W. caa Bh. cash, wn or 19 tom Hasna Sanaa ai Ascot 2m on Me. Gd-Sn. 


an 

302 

303 

304 


KEEPING TRACK 

09064 700 + 




COMMENTARY RESULTS 

KEMPTON 141 151 

CHEPSTOW 142 152 

WETHERBY 143 153 

all courses commsttary 09064 700 140 
AlJL COURSES RESULTS 09064 700 150 


xri aiieaaaOuB 




l ns im mtiue lmbh as* 


TMSuardian Oimteractivh 


2 ^ ^ CORAL WaSH NATIONAL HANDICAP 


CHASE (SHOWCASE S TRIFECTA RACE) 

3m Sf 1 10yds £34.935 (1 4 declared) 


BBC2 


— II Farad* 

J A McCarthy 

S Wynne 

A Maguire 

T J Morphy 

.Wlfesta 

.. . B Fasten 

B Mger B) 

- D 0Xd8ren(7} 


661-12 E»MSmMJf18) (CO) NlfflovOaves KM 1-10 _ ... T Janks*90 

3323-2 Baflge pH) M P«6-:0-12 — A P McCoy 88 

111-12 Maegawga (171 B Use (M3-1 P .. . .... 8 Pnafl 88 

40P-12 Dira Samara (Zl)(qUF1pe7-lf-9. . C Mate* 

JW-3 H4fli^TtaF«aapiflt1Hera»riCn7-l[)-6 ... ■ A FtageraU 

66-22F Santee (M|C1 (DJPhOtts 9-10-0 . . .. "" * 

132B-5 HhHOfPrewfepjOSriernoo(J3-li>-0 . 

4» 111-40 Sa8B»nMSte»(38|(nBDalr9-i0-O .... 

408 112-43 Forest hny (23> JBf) [tHrinem 7-10-0 . . 

410 3ff 13- After RUOP39) JOB 10-10-0 

411 2T121 IMuflBvraaim(«i as) Pffciite 7-10-0 

412 HP1-2 Keefe Gamier (B)(C)N1titkr 6-1 0-0 - 

413 1m4t , PKBl»(13)ai)HHj»r»K&-liM) 

414 OV2-3 Sre Emw^ifiq |C) R9w**r 10-10-0 „ . 

Beit ceriy-moMng prices 9-7 ton Smora fO. £»* Suoiar H 73-2 Uaqtenjt tl. 7-1 Eudpe (Oi 8-1 
Rddbig The Fact t). 5-1 lottjfl Emm IH I>. 10-1 M B/ The Sfe iC. H. n. Fores! toy li. 15-1 Kendal GaaSa 
»Santem.2tolteaihwM(q.?3-1Ato1J(teigen ! rall. 150-1 OxWfCN. See Enougti(C.H. II 

• C(ltereq, ft (Ws)k T (Tote), LfUdimteBs). 

HWa BBS - Ear* Semnft OnM leade s. dowed IM 4 out wwr daibi 2 auL. na edn Ite. 2nd el j. JM behno 
SUd BW n Hawtx*. fe A 3i Eafipe Led wB 3nd. led I4li(**3 out. neateeddCxMwiybsL Md 16. 151 
MM Terion ta,wflh FMBtag The Facta we 41) 3m. tti 211 Hm B PMte no 1U» Sih. ten 331 a Sal By 
SbK tec 684 7m. md bdM. s Mmbury hem c&. fla SB. Maegne^ Udm M. U 4m u l&K. DU-deoxi 4 

ouL lAri ftd. ran m. 2nd at 12. iBbnod laraamto m i3xSEntaD 3mli hao ch. Gtt-Sft. Dom Samomak VsOe 
nmsL ridden 1 fan. thread u*mcr appudmg 3 isa. sa^rl an Kb. 2nd P 3. IB MM See tem Bbsee a Chepstow 
3m heap ch, &d Santas fflnap pomaiot 4dmntn M 5 odn race noi hy lhaute Wsdof J Santo.n Jra5l hep 
Ch. Sd. Arter Bale Behind him Sli. msrie im. Med oB nhan (Mate pofed im fel W d 4. net bdtnd flop Daai 
d Asm 3m hop ch. at-SIL TonMf Earners k3esed fcado . lad 14 Bl ctea 3 out mttn appoamng 2 cul ran pi weft 
won Sr 18 Iran Caftsoe Bay J Asa* 3m hap *. Co Ml Kextel CMtehn Alleys punnet «*Boe0 den M 2nd 
M haetiered 4 dul no edresdm M P 6. 9 MM Gensal Ptngc. fei FCreit Iren gaa 1213 3d. tm n d 
OKptN 3nO ncao ch. 61 GMrir. Chaxd tea nr 13m to 16H. soon watewi bM ahnlen feed ip 2 ait n race 
woo by Foiy Road at Fdtene 3<i0 hca|ich.6(l-9LSaaEnoagb; led m 3nl. ridden 14IL soon Mfened,3nlp 5 331 
behwEws' 


i Ewatiw King a LaigMd Jn not ch. StL 


RM. BALDM iM» BTOfT 8HW1CE BWBBLE 


BBC2 


883 


508 

507 


'2m noyds £1 8,1 20 (9 declared) 

300-12 EqataWamancUamS-ll-O J 

PC5-3B Abater (441 SR MO*****! 4-1 1-5 D Bjna 85 

3(003 aonteeteteH riqR Bte 5-ll-5 G Sbankta 82 

P4-P45 AngnaAteanMJNjrwS-ll-i — ft Fmreet* — 

684522 JWrStemmm a uufetnq 6-ii-ft a p Mccor a 


110*939 HH«lTO3d &-TT-3 w. . 


4 Ijraaa Wander QtAALMoorteQ 6-1 1-5 ■ A FKzgraH 88 

351-15 Kites CM* (5g(DHBflR«Wr 5-1 1-0 A MagnbB 88 

-04PSO Tutor Sola (SB) j Otea 6-1 1-0 fi Turner M 

MEjptonlhs. 0-4 Lvran tender. 9-2 KaKfflam. 7-1 Abate- 10-1 Jolr Set 20-1 fautetsmt* 
25-1 AngwAtwis 


K 2 ouL one pact 3rd d 15. 71 bdted Bwncys Bel a Lingtel anS iw hde. SR Angna Nrwtyr f«j i®. 

4 on. dfeoqng to rod nm aw. flne pace raoacMtg tad. M P 5. IB bflbim Baton m Wnharby 2m7l 
nor Ida. SB Jody Sd* Led headed Mncsnbsbean Iasi i kepi mtelaL 2nd ofi* IBMMtewVHd 
n*rt32me(nrtitrite.Hrr LrrecsHtoadante)uapepe!E3iMLin3ahanett.iMaiuunice I 4feo(9llO)tiehnd 
Snow Dragon el Faybousa TmTI tide. Sti Krin Own HeU up. dhased dm 9ti and m pa mtog 2 out soon 
oraKaraa Stn d 0 . 43 befand Plot Lass Hate at Ftomnhn an* n» bite. SA Hater Gate: Ateap behaU. tried (ft. 
1211 at 1 7. we* bdM Caitty Hau» a WMd 2mfl no* h*. 6L 


row nw owe 


2m 3i 11 0yds £4.953 (B declared) 




71111- 
PF-P30 

345-33 Storm 

1- 3HB 

2- 4231 

me BamtediLmstar(2861iqH M8n 14-10-0 

: 5-6 Ttsdl. 5-1 Sira tonaga. 11-2 <tefe. 13-2 Crtng De 
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IBmtwJPlfeiaB 8-10-0 
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TJ Mu]fe *90 
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s Fa a 

N IIHb (5)* 85 


8-1 teaser. 25-1 Bate* 


npritefc Much bnpimj portomer n France tenfcg Me owr hmte and Mb mar lances, ata 
6d Qbatg Da BeaM Ctoed Isdn to SOU SOM riftfcn M 


ran or a fern F3 Nor a triad 2m4l bop ch, 

tmdfldd, 7h d ID, 401 MM Snutenst si Oucaste 2m heap efl. Gd. . 

B8Lfete«dia9.3n]aM2. i2tbdMi*uteinPaaialMicesKr2ii7lhGa)dLllir 

3m.iadabto2iu.a^paD',2niri5.QteiMteaLon]d1UMcfc2D4ltcapm3d-sn.> 

im M4«. nktocu. won by 9 m MmseBkda VteteaniiapdL St 8«i»rtaUte*sta:h loch nil OOr 
nsfenm nsd poM 141 a lie 10a n race mn by W) to tadsa N Won ana reap «l STL 


3 CnQ® 5 STDW CHAMPIONSHIP STAKES STANDARD OPEN 
■9 V NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE 


2m 1 1 0yds £6,280 (8 dotered) 

1-1 Eddr'isaopq (mo ncmm 6-11-7 . ft Mann 

1- BrawKtaB(Kl8PlGMCCau15^1M « MisM 

1 FtMrCteWgS(0D)f'R1Mttr5-11-4 . 81 A R&geaM 

1 - cfibnfe 

421-lD PiaabntPrefeW) (D) NTwtsBfOites 5-11-4 J ecUstata 

1 Qmaa KartnerSn p ’Jr, J Pdnan 4-17-4 B Pnfe 

1 Scarlet BnproKmMraJten 4-11-4 D Ute 

» 22 SWMDi*oiiM«p3)(BFiMPt*5-lMI A P McCoy 

Bettagi i-TioM tirtww. Star a toterai 4r1 FmStyCmyoh. 5-1 true Sng, 8-1 tttf 5 San. Queens 

Hartm. 10-I Mi Baoy. 20-1 PtmtearPrafe 

6 - tern Kng: teb up. heuite 41 OA U m 11 oA bA (te kah Bnit lutaig. aoi by ID tmm Sd 
lonreskr 2ra iMFtte. SZL Fraaty Ctefe HeU up. teter Iteqy. (Udn tolead rsda bdipfera. 

IM IH hnn ter IK rinanm M ‘Isnrfiu HH Fta! m !3l bwH&MiwiMaiR.i h. 


ttsmmrsal iora*storzramFH,SB. Fnatp Cteemtenn. (Mte»te.«totolMrert 
maeft «n ty 119 mmSBi^DingaHimd ‘?H^2ml«R&(» SA SeaWBMMmnitefa»aBd.M3l 
M. (Mckaed dear 01® 1 f out mpassne non ty a Km Mco a Oterteui 2m hh FUt (ki Ster 01 BfepmnM: 
Wl0l(U.dfe21ail iddmMlBaiW Wlurtte-^ti lilHWWfmSvflaiiOTaQuiaOd 


Charedfeafe. W IIS oul dea 21 oil rdden am 

anWRalGtPSIt 


Leopardstown 


04fl fflc SS«l CHASE (Live W» BPC2 & CH4) 

»»“*W3m £49,000 (6 dKfaretfl 

211F-24 8anDoyteM(CQMMorBA-l2-0 J R Bun* 

115M BteBafare(9)VBm»i9-i?-a . — 8 Bowens 

134112 Dina Piita (22) (CD) {Bf) II taalgaa 9-12-0 P Ctotan 

11/111- Florida Paul (28G]|C) |D) WF' Mates 8-12-0 B DrawndY 

■!^'4ltel1(»PeoplB(15»(n)JOte1rTlJ-12-fl J F Tttey 

1452-11 Suarltey (IQ (DloSmranlUO 9-12-0 g Brefey 

5-4 Ptsrtj Peart. 6-4 Sony &y. 4-1 DofM Phde. 8-1 Bbs Doyto. 33-» Bw* tojm. 100-1 liar t 


Kempton programme with guide to the TV form 



CURS HAWKINS 

TOT FORM 

1340 

Fantaron 

Fanfaron 

1.15 

New Bad 

New Bid 

1.45 

World Depress 

World Express (nh) 

3.M 

Kerawi 

Date Star 

2.55 

Dr Leant 

Tune Wixit Walt 

3.25 

Big Matt 

Big Matt 


Fiat ratter stop. ngtt-funSer! tracK of 1m5f wfth 175yds run-n. 
Gotog: Soft * Denotes Dfinkas 
Sevm-tlay rrbnws tens. 

BfinKered first tSmc None. Vsoretk None. 

Figures m fcradets after horses nar» denote days ance last outing. 


4 0 AA^mps twunwg & consultancy 

I (fcB^TVWAYWAHD LAD NOVICE CHASE 

2m 4( "10yds £10^11 (2 declared) 

121-7 Fditaren (34) BBC Ewte 5-11-7 — . 

■F22I2 Bab&jawspiPR ViOierB-ll-". 


1 

2 

BcOtov 1-4 Panteca 11— « tebpess 


A 


a| ^ PEfTTtMPS JUVENILE NOVICE HURDLE 3YO 


> 2m £5.084 (9 declared) 


CH4 


3P117 


p*Mi WWl 

DondogDerdsb 


M Poe 11-7 

F9BJS Meter 11-0 — 


— Ban* 

c 


88 


U Barts 1H) 

H|terGMBtJfi7)i6SEHtoiJ»1I-0_ J CnGoty — 

3 Hew BM (17) O fehotai 1 V-0 8 JttnmnMM 

MQ 2 .H 4 . — . — A ThraSn _ 

6 Tameraire(1fl)RfcgraIt-0 L Aspdt Si 

4 Amore»(T7)Nrt3XjBOTlO-« — 4 B Xinaagi 85 

BMfiv 15-6 tenBW. 5-2 TrSuide, 7-2 Anradn. 6-1 tel Barton W-1 MaayEWsl. Traenee. 16-1 Jonrii 
Dancer. Sbcer-flem. 20-1 Damteg Dow*. 

FOM GHDE- TteMfe Umt {smut, ted teL Ptom <U. ran by Bb»9<aT«B* « Kntuv !m m hfe Gd. 
OmteDentoD&M tabs, rite elm hp 21 alsapilaa tuft. 171b of 20 IS MM OietarihcaKh at 
lota*r im sbrs. Gd-Fm tonh Dreeec Mat M 3L 22nd or 26. in betM Salgo at Yak irntl heap. Gd 
NteO Guest Pidnawt tar Site gear 41. mol 11 311 MM OnehrttaSrt at LafcesW Ym Ms. awn fen BM 
Hen «. hi 5m. lK3diaarte3niiL naatafebsL Mai EL T71 brtM Tom ftdtfnnMn. fei Am |ac5Q 4*. tan 
2W. sChatem 3n llnwhae, Gl-SB. IM Bardeen* Traded taadara. eion ner3fm, Mows II on. drea dear 
Anal tatong. wm b/ 319 bon Mantes Dancra at Cwert* 1 b« rah Gd-Sl Seper-Gaoc PranMrt R 14Si ol 22. 74i 
hatM W**e MaCboa at Naonartet mil applte. GiWt Tueerate OobhI badars. rate 3 on, Mahmed 2 na. 
66 ofS. 38 Dettnd Hot La La B id UigUdae Me. 58 


| ^gPBnBffS NETWORK HANDICAP HURDLE 


'2m 51 £5,378(7 declared) 


CH4 


/22P-0 TahaiaWJjQH Daly 7-12-0 

23-135 SbnraCMhto«Ha^*pi5-11-l .. 
■4131 21 ■oddBgms(n)(D)B8Bn» 8-11-0. 


Clktew 88 

D Setter (3) M90 


4 tlHJi- KhfelltoHM 055) .‘.rftraib- 11-0 l«pr n 

5 3 &446 Bad IWa PSfP Sara 5-KM2 L Corot**? (71 B 

8 - (M-FTi PWtegi(||(D)G»UWf<l 6 -kV 6 _ A Tftornfca 88 

r Oiirte ABnlM)mpSQ(ll)NteiVMn»-!imi -JURmoagb 84 

BoBteg:^-! TMabivs: 3-1 Knap Itassrc. r-?1Vatnji 7I-?SmiwCjSdr. 9-1 f«Wn 10-1 Red Rfe 14-1 

Afc?teB 

F0RMCUK-TtefeHeU«.r«jKnm wm onakas’d aWntl. Ttodl tfehrtMrU4i*ipU»i*tl*nHi»> 
hnc nrflo 3d SO Staoni CuOe: /Wuxi I'Jrre msau! Jra rratu aas r*atov ^ rw. 1 ™ (ut em id r; 14 
ortalPotj' fnrpvt rt ?m t*jp ncif flJ «ortdE*j»wa;Hcti«)(Wd (town. iwaAmrin rat 4to mate 

red. qurtoml *0 r lap gyirawg last mm fir r P bom Many A 6fei 3n1 1 tor arte. Ml Magi Havoc: T rpfel 
Pari-rts sfratffh'aaxA ■« ns. fe*n!Wd Z oa W JUttjiWsrXlIoia taw ceoeiitel «u W38an Loon at Ayr 
2rfili«-ipKBMiii Badfez^HniumiM* lurJiraxian«ahmg?nii.'iitipLu i ceirti J . award casftna 
(Wsr « ■.’JcasTT' her wv. 1^. PeritaBS 1 teito . w jAu rn tifetvte4nm«id*5tet.dB*feL 

vmnl* iMtariF^ rroswiM'JRicaji _oJ ruas w* lay Ate i Qtw j i m wl 11W.M rail ■« wtt M M 
Ir Jrn nten hampsw 2 wr. 56 d ?. 231 tanal ittnsc .< ihcSErtaa .Hd! Kean Ixte Hn 


CM4 


0 OAi’ERWS CHRISTMAS HURDLE 
mm£rn W2rn £25,575 15 declared) 

1 -io-if itetefta«i(Bnjjrt«ui:-it-; . 

2 111-F2 FrerateHteaQP)FUmbr'-ii- 7 . 

3 W.W Karate (38 ) (CO) (BFJNImlTsi D»s5-I1--’ . _ .. 

4 122-23 lbteBereM(^(D)Pt«JKS-ii-7 

5 -II12F Wakedpi)(qumuiM7-; . .... 

BotUfe Star- 9-4 Franoi 1Ub 6-IAHJ«i!t-l!.l£!rfRnelBl 29-IVWert 

RUM SUDE - (Mg Son Ocof) wan wilt dbnrtM and M 4 era n ran brtebrdl m Ontertnra 3mil trie. 

Gd 5A Freneh Mir- Irate] kaMsetfaninnuam 3 (is. stared on uril iw hnpflRPOB. Mol 6. SIMM Drib 
StardavrtslalNewxskPmhdie GdSb RorawtHndtp. rectanroei metAn MreteSlh. die pace. 44idl'. (3 
WMJiWfiaAaTtf2mJlnJij.Crt-i» Hfeer Bnatott riaomr haters Awyaunu- 3 nan tert on onawce 3d ol 
6. Ttrm) tami r fjritruseanTtht to Sn WMraatHi-Mno rattmarditoputePOff tol nhen W? era In 
ooc an h i>o* sm < (lihcmn 2ai Luo nae. Jd 


LfeaK 
. A Oanu 88 
CUmeffP IB 
B Tbofem 81 
IMM 81 


2 EXECUTIVE HANDICAP CHASE 


CH4 


ilMH 87 


3m £7^1 3 (4 declared) 

1 5F-034 DrLaMd(1QnPHcUB7-n-tD A 

2 5.-J-24 Cafefan (» UatH tarf* 8-1 1-9 J Date -■ 

3 3J3UF2-ltellirfiifaB(«mRFfita9-i7-r C UMaflyateSO 

4 211-11 tectetaJatramH Mr 1-0 - simn n 

Betfep 1 7-fi Dr Lain 5-2LnteHBjBt7-2Carttoj».5-7nwlll(Bi l«ttl 

ranQBK-DrLaMbQtascaMmiomi3iid.>afloeanpacetani2ajt4lirtl3. laMMHafem^crigra 

at Chawnftam imairap cb, .&WK Mtoe led to «. nsHa and kaplau 3#i roHcd 3 out ttondarM dfe. aeon 
befei. tea ol 4. art oatond rioeomaf at Lseestar 2 rmi too ch. 6a lima teHM* ted led amoacMg 116 
«o imste and hesrtet 3 ou. bow muktatA 2nd PS. 23 t«*W Scsw at «WTOtm ai« nrep tt. ia-Sh 
UaaaHrtreMHrtdtgi hcaita3ySn.iractfele3d«lmi0ain«(led2aa.nddena«.iHnbr3tramUafeCMai 
Toraaser im I hop ch. SI 


LT.RECRUm8ENT NETWORK HANDICAP CHASE 

2m 4(11 0yds £i 0.1 72 (3 declared) 

F751-2 
-2123) 

31132 

BMtnge5-65qUrtl 15-6 Emfton. 7-2 Qwfa Seng 


>1-2 BtaPfel (3Q )TO)N1teTdWcmO-1 1-10 

E0 g^S(»BpntQSDwi8-Ti-o 

132 Hear pSfllOflr Casey 9-10-12 


.. .JBKteMtfM 

curate 

~ A" 


Wetherby runners and riders 



QBQSHAWKnS 

TOP FORM 

1.00 

Simply SBted 

Simply fined 

1.30 

Oat By Night 

Master Wood 

200 

Hie BotteraJcV Kid 

Great Eatery 

236 

Direct Rants 

LekaKartba 

3.05 

Rhrer Doa 

BarKriate 

3.35 

DoraryfaroOk 

Fernrs 


Left-handed d tuflof iXm rtflh 200yda run-in which Is sfighlly uphlL A fair course whfch 
suts the long-stridlna gataper. 

Going: Soft. * Denotes bankers. 

Sunn-day winters: None. 

B&riored Ifrst ftzne: 135 Snart Boy. Vhnmi: None. 

Figures in braefoats after horse’s name denote days ghee last outing. 

Fflat 


4 BRADFORD JUVBflLE NOVICE HURDLE 3YO 

1 iVU2m £3,008 {13 declared) 

1F2 anteBHMm(GD)lEsMylM 

is 31 " 


) 

1 

e 

13 Britons 073 ifcsSHriTO-f S Dante - 

Brilte 7-4 smtfy G8WL 9-2 Ea Mate. 8-1 Mate Tan. 13-2 Bnua 8-1 faftatfe. W-1 Ds«anan. Empre 
GoM 


*_ -— BG«t#|»«eO 

. 10-12 P Mom 84 

MWEastam? 10-12 Glee* — 

. . WEJSW67 10-72 C McGttnack ffl 87 

(F50)B«s 70-12 JOrinS - 

4 Bnpk>BoM(4U A lomefl 10-12 - A Ifferty 88 

MaWfjaJFazfinite id-12 A DaUw _ 

2 Haste - Tail OT J J 0>S 10-12 ! R McMb 85 

Man Wtertnoq ft Mason 10-12 b 

MatiftijEWTm 10-12 


The 


Borer (F351U*Eaa«n? 

SSSraffSI^WI^r:'”'- 


T0-12 „.l-V.m F 


^ ^Q HAffilY WHARTON NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 


^2m 4f HQidB £3,716 (8 deefare^ 


P41HF UanrteBdMfflBmCCnri 7-11-12 . C IkCmch (3) •» 

63271 i«teCBfef*8afiMW£i3lrt)rO-I’-« - B GlrrtS - 

IWZAJ BTM ON (ZB JJQuaa 7-11-7 P Km — 

W>P-6 Cariey (lira N ton 10-11-2 It Glast — 

13-P36 0teBgOT»HW&isMir4-llM F Lately - 

-BC5itei^0BikMmtfeLStt)rii8-iChi — .t siddai f>; as 

U2-3F2 OrthHgWPljmGH Mows 7-10-0 .. B Bardtag 88 

2traS toebtey (2S JJ fwd 5-1 (H) B McGraS 84 

Battog: 5-4 Ues Ubaa. 3-1 Btea CaA 9-2 B naOn 7-1 OnQr Nffn. 16-1 trtylal, MxBaiMte 

n itcTM. ua nw 




LONfi MARSTON HANDICAP HURDLE 

2m7f£4.94g(6deciafe(D 

Z2GF-P &wt&sabrM PI W Sum 8-12-0 

11201 T«feM(iaC£dmBl4-1l-7 

f teUtetey 7-KM1 


• (11) lfcsKU*ni S-iQ-7 

K6l1*Bfifte»5-lO-« ADMtti 


— B HcSrathteBO 
. - J Oaborae * 89 

— P»re« 87 

F.Uaby 81 


.‘11-4P Bb«» firth (JI) (0) T Ejsrwtw 7 -jo-i .. .. J Tbzvd — 

9-4 r&tTM. 3-1 F« Can*. Pwtodalo Fame. 13-2 Greji Eaaabr. 7-t TlnButefekhd. 8-1 Bhte Pte 


2 0 K CASRffORD CHASE UMITB) HANDICAP 

■WwSm £18.320 !5 declared) 


2m £18.328 15 dectaied) 

1 FI1-2I 

2 11 215 

3 3525 1 

4 4352-6 

5 424034 

GeBng; 9-4 F^nj 



JH«rtJ(Bns(lB7-1M0 ... AI 

MdK* 7-11-e _ .. jDariril 

. ” - J Srborae IB 

.jCjatoiB-io-r .. 9 Stony 81 

WWW PI ICO) I LOW* 3-10-3 RMtCMb II 

5-2L*e Katu 11-4 Died Room. 9-7 Lml tom KM Qartren Chdaraa 


3 Q5 APP^ON ROEBUCK NOVICE CHASE 


'3m If £3.756 (7 declared) 

*1® MmScmCTUQ Us 5 Snai 6-11-G 

v?xi 

Y*2* 5*fer1tore{«)UssJ A Canudn 8-11-6 



r?.?, 1 ptoPjftCT i'fr^uwS-n-o 

to 173 RfeMha ftm (D) J j OTfcA S- 10-13 


■ Dante 

MB' 

_.l) Gacrtttr 
CMeC 

... - B _ 

ft 


BdUte 11-4 twite- 5-1 Hrartoa. Kftfl Dai Hottjy Dan. 8-1 Antoni Soul wg Pm. 7-1 FtafaM 


3 0 CBRAMHAM NOVICE HAWHCAP HURDLE 

■Ww»2m £2.933 {7 declared) 

1 >0-0 FanrnifQntttPsar'F-M-ii' 

2 I't Bank* Dam p8)(D) »s Uflnotev 4-11-6 .. .. 

\ MW totebrote(1»CTa\’lJaS«jef- 5-11-5 

4 tn«35 FanipflPR«j**(6.»m 

s 2210 Smart Bay (14)11 HictT 4-10 -12 

8 tol My Nmatoi (14) kbs S ^mm 4 -u>-ii ... 

7 FWPO- fttoi Store p49)W So* fl-HWl _ 

BUSte 5-2 tou Amu 3-1 Form 4-1 Seal Bn. 6-1 tomytmte. 7-1 iju. bey ftvrte. a-i Chao 


. 0 HIM n< 

.HIM 

IBnfeft 
- . . 4 Omen* 
B Dgttto* 
W Jenifer (S) 

S laytor* 


Leicester off 

T ODAY'S scheduled meet- 
ing ai rain-hit Leicester 
was called off yesterday 
morning due to waterlogging. 

Clerk of the course Nick 
Lees said: ’‘The hurdles 
course is absolutlely sodden, I 
just hope it eventually dries 
out for our meeting on Now 
t ear's Day." 


NATIONAL HUNT 
FESTIVAL 99 


16TH.17TH-18TH MARCH 


BOOK NOW FOR UP TO H% (SSCOUNT 
CLUB £4S (THURS £58) 

OFFER CLOSES JAN 1ST 
ADVANCE BOOKING FOR THURSDAY 
ESSENTIAL 101242) 228226 

CHELTENHAM 

RACECOURSE 
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Cricket 


SPORTS NEWS IS 


AusFaiia’stt 
out to prove he 
can last the pace 


F- - •:* i \ 


■- 7 " 




Paul Allott assesses the career and debut 
of the long-suffering Matthew Nicholson 


I T IS unusual even for an 
Australian to be awarded 
the "baggy green cap” 
when be has played only 
seven games of first-class 
cricket. 

The circumstances sur- 
rounding Matthew Nichol- 
son's entry into the Test 
raatf-h arena could hardly he 
more bizarre. A classic sce- 
nario of right place, right 
time, has promoted him but 
there is far more to it than 
that 

Injuries to two key reserve 
bowlers, Mike KaspriWlcz and 
Paul Reiflel, as well as Jason 
Gillespie, meant the Austra- 
lian selectors were spawning 
for a new man. A touch of in- 
spiration and a gut feeling pro- 
pelled than towards Nicholson 
on the strength cf two useful 
attributes; he bowls fast and 
he has performed admirably 
against England already, tak- 
ing seven for 77 at Perth as 
well as putting Mark Butcher 
out of that game with a split 
forehead. 


The call to Nicholson came 
as he was boarding a plane 
from Perth to Brisbane to 
spend Christmas with bis 
folks. Surfboard and golf 
clubs were replaced by 
cricket kit and Melbourne be- 
came his destination. 

To appreciate just how 
remarkable h is elevation to 
Test status has been one needs 
to examine his recent p? 
Five years ago at Under-lS 
level be was Australia’s player 
of the year but soon afterwards 
his confidence received a rtont 
He was told by New Smith 
Wales he was not going to 
make the grade^ so he took off 
to Perth to try bis luck with 
Western Australia. 

It has taken him until fhta 
season to establish himself 
with WA, not because of lack 
of hard work oar talent — In 
addition he has had Dennis 
Lillee to oversee his prepara- 
tion — but because a series of 
debilitating illnesses struck 
him down. 

For two years he has suf- 
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Only wayisup Matthew Nicholson bouncing back 


fered tn nightmare propor- 
tions; there was an initial 
bout Of sfllmonATla poisoning 
which weakened him and was 
followed by glandular fever. 

He then had a boot of Ross 
River fever, a mosquito-bom 
virus not dissimilar to ma- 
laria in its symptoms, and. if 
this were not enough, the con- 
tinual weakening effects then 
lead to chronic fatigue syn- 
drome which left hirp without 
energy and exhausted by the 
slightest exertion. 

Obviously Nicholson h as 
recovered but he stni has to 
control the effects of his vari- 
ous afitnantfl whh a carefully 
planned fitness, regime and 
with the aid of a diet that 
eludes all alcohol, red meat 
and dairy produce. He admi ts 
to still haying spells when his 
energy levels are low but he is 
confident that the worst ef- 
fects are behind him. 

He now has a new nhaUeng n* 
as one of Australia’s premier 
seam bowlers and his first 
day at the office could have 
gone better. Picked for his 
pace, he rarely troubled any 
England batsman with it and 
ended by conceding a run a 
baJL His only consolation was 
the prized first Test wicket of 
Nasser Hussain. 

Conditions were Ideal for 
seam bowling at the Mel- 
bourne Cricket Ground and 
Glenn McGrath showed his 
young pretender a thing or 
two by ripping out Mike Ath- 
erton and Mark Butcher be- 
fore they had time to digest 
their breakfast 
McGrath is without doubt 
the finished article, the target 
of Nicholson’s dreams. Hard 
work will be required if he is 
to attain his goal, a more con- 
sistent line, is essential and 
the ability to sustain his pace 
throughout the day- . 

Allan Border, now an Aus- 
tralian selector, was encour- 
aged by Nicholson's perfor- 
mance saying: “He is a young, . 
raw, quick bowler in the mak- 
ing and it was a good effort by 
someone so inexperlenced- 
Nlcholson has borne his 

I South Africa V West Indies: third Test, second day 

a chance to fast-track to being 
a Test-match regular. He has 
already shown great strength 
of character in Ms personal 
life; he has proved he isa bat-; 
tier. Now he has to prove he is 
a bowler as well. 
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Blossom time . . . Franklyn Rose celebrates Jacques KaHis being caught behind for 11 runs photograph: adilbfmdijOw 


This is one series our 
lads have all sewn up 

m sus 

Mm aboi 

JP^Lsald 


Bose bowls career- best to 
restore pride to West Indies 


Andy Capostagno sees a new-wave last 
bowler brighten up Durban for the tourists 


S USUAL, Stewie had it 
, about right when he 
I that this tour has 
been a swings- and-round- 
abouts situation and so fer 
we’ve found ourselves on the 
wrong end of them. 

Pod would go flirther and 
describe it as a switchback 
ride with no toffee apple at the 
end of it for the English 
cricket supporter. 

But iiregarcDess of results 
on the pitch or the destination 
of the Ashes, the fens have 
always been able to comfort 
themselves with the certainty 
that when It comes to fency 
dress, there isn’t a team on the 
planet that can live with us. 

Christinas Day after Chrlst- 
xnasDay, not only in 
century but stretching back 
into the last one, En gland 
tourists have established a 
novelty-costume supremacy 
unrivalled in the annals of 
sport 

Take a walk through the 
MCG museum here in Mel- 
bourne and you enter a heri- 
tage time warp. It’s all here- 
from the crinoline worn by Sir 
WG Grace in the first-ever 
competition to the mini-skirt 
In which Ken Barrington car- 
ried all before him as Lulu in 
1965/6 (and this after putting 
Graham McKenzie to the 
sword all day on an Adelaide 
green top}. 

Being on their first tour, 
some of the younger players 
like Alex Tudor and Ben Hal- 
11 oake have obviously never 
taken part in the competition 
before, so Dave Podmore was 
entrusted with the task of tak- 
ing them round the museum to 
both give them a bit of a his- 
tory lesson and point them in 
the right direction regarding 
what to wear. 

The teds were gobsmacked 
to discover that, for example, 
in the era before Kerry Packer 
revolutionised the game, a 
professional cricketer was ex- 
pected not only to pay for his 



costume hlmselfbut also to 
make it This could, take five or 
six weeks — the entire length 
of the sea voyage from BUghty 
to Down Under — and was the 
cause of many a notorious 
contretemps. 

Geoff Boycott's absence 
from the Test arena in the 
Seventies was a case in point 
Geoffhad sat up night after 
night applying lacquer to his 
loon pants only to discover 
that Mike Denness had also 
decided to go as David Bowie. 
The skipper pulled rank with 
the result that Boycs refused 
to wear so much as a sequin In 
anger for three years. 

2hafs not to say that the 
modem player has it easy . If 
anything, the pressure to pro- 
duce the goods after the 
Christmas dinner Is greater 
than ever. Look at Graeme 
Hick- Brilliant performer at 
children’s party level but 
quite honestly that Fred Flint- 
stone outfit he turned up in 
the last time round . . . well. 

rm sorry but it was like 

watching a rabbit in car 
headlights. - 

There has probably never 
been a fency-dress competi- 
tion as meticulously prepared 
for as this year's. Nothing was 
left to chance. Mike Brearley 
(a femous Bo Derek in his day) 
had even been roped in as cos- 
tume psychologist Morale 
was sky-bloody-high. 

All was going swimmingly 
until our wonderful politi- 
cians backhomedecided to 
play tov soldiers. 

With the launch of opera- 
tion Desert Fox, it's four to say 


that the England tour party’s 
world caved in. Stewie put his 

foot down, ruling out half the 
costumes on grounds of bad 
taste, in view of the risks 
being taken by our brave air- 
men in the skies above 
Baghdad. 


A! 


All very fine and patriotic. 
Tally-bo chaps etc. But try tell- 
ing that to Athers who was 
going as All Baba, as was 
Heggy and Wayne Morton, the 
physio. Pod himself was con- 
sidered unfortunate, Law- 
rence of Arabia being very 
mnch a borderline case. And 
of course bang went Nass Hus- 
sain’s chance of fancy dress 
glory, going as his namesake 
Saddam. 

We’re beginning to wonder ’ 
if that guy’s luck will ever 
change. 

With the team so depleted 
by the towel-head embargo, 
the clever money was obvi- 
ously cm Mark Butcher. Butch 
is a hit of an Audrey Hepburn 
buffi has been since he was In 
the Surrey under-14s. He’s got 
ail the skinny lass’s videos 
and knows every word of dia- 
logue from Breakfast At Tiffa- 
ny's. Pity the poor sod who 
has to sit next to him on the 

plane. 

Anyway, what with the lit- 
tle black dress and the string 
of pearls. Butch reckoned he 

had the No. l spot sewn up. 

But he hadn't bargained for 
Robert Croft putting together 
nn» nf ttm mn ftt h rill iant . Hi b - 
pilw nf all timp and j- mming 

as a spin bowler. 

So, at the end of the day, at 

least some bfthe teds were 

able to do Justice to the very 
high standards which they set 
themselves, and as usual our 
Aussie hosts never had a price 
costume-wise. Weffi-six Babes 
and five Priscilla Queen of the 
Deserts— talk about clueless. 

In any case, we knew exact- 
ly what they’d be wearing: 
Mark Waugh tipped us off 
weeks ago. 


CAREER-BEST per- 
formance by the fast 
, bowler Franklyn 
lose, though un- 
likely to save the West 
Indies from a series-con- 
cluding defeat, gave the 
tourists back some much- 
needed pride on the second 
day of the third Test 
against South Africa. 

Rose took six wickets for 
75 runs and was almost en- 
tirely responsible for 
restricting the home side to 
a first-innings lead of 94 
with two wickets in hand. 

The one South African to 
defy the Jamaican’s pacy 
outswingers for a sustained 
period was Jonty Rhodes, 
who finished the day not 
out on 85 in a total of 292 
for eight and will be res- 
ponsible for extending the 
lead as fer as possible on 
day three. 

Play ended half an hour 
prematurely due to bad 
tight, a decision -which the 
umpires Russell Tiffin and 
Dave Orchard needed to 
think long and hard about 
since the Kingsmead flood- 
lights had been on for some 
three hours by the time 
Rhodes and Allan Donald 
were offered the sanctuary 
of the pavilion. 

The playing conditions 
for this series do not in- 
clude the option of artifi- 
cial lighting, but both 
teams agreed to its use be- 
fore the first Test. Durban 
in December Is a place of | 
low cloud and sauna-like 


humidity. The good sense 
in allowing the floodlights 
to be used on both of the 
first two days has already 
saved between three and 
six hours of play being lost. 

After a disappointing first- 
innings score of 198, the 
West Indies needed a good 
howling performance and it 


Scoreboard 


P A Wallace c CutNran b Kalita 

JR Murray IbwOTertorugga 

S Chandorpaul c Bouehor b Kalita 

*B C Lara c Crania b Twtorugga 

CLHoopwc Cufllnan b Kalita 

0 Qanga b Pollock , 
tR D Jacobs b Cranja . 

R Lamia c CulUnan b Cnmtt. 

F A Rose c Kalita b Cronfe __ 

CEL Ambrose rum out.....—. 

C A Walsh not oul . 

Extras (lb 6, nbE). 

Total (71.1 oveta) IBS 

fU of wtektabn 60,52.57, 105. 133. 17B. 
17V. 105. IBS. 

PwO ag: Donald 13.4-1-66-0; Pollock 
2X2-8-46-1; Torbnjsfla 12-0-88-2; Kalita 
10-3-18-3: Symeox 6-1-17-0: Cronja 
4.1-0-10-3. 


mourn Africa 



overs) _i_ 
>57.79,80. 


TbtalttarB. 

202.254. 

To bab D J Tort) mono. 


140,182.262. 


_ Ambross 17-1-60-0; Welsh 
27-8-80-1; Rosa 25-3-6-75-0; Lewis 
ZD-3-70-0: Hoops. 4-0-16-0. 

R Twin. D Orchard. 


came from an unexpected 
source. South Africa had 
only added 11 runs to their 
overnight 40 without loss 
when Rose had HerscheUe 
Gibbs caught at short nrid- 
wicket for 36. A double 
strike by Rose then reduced 

the hosts to 80 for three with 
Gary Kirsten caught - in the 
sUps for a workmanlike 26 
and Jacques KaUl s caught 
behind for ll. 

In the afternoon session 
Courtney Walsh produced a 
snorter to bowl Hansle 
Cronje for 30 and then Rose 
accounted for Daryll Cul- 
ttfinn by firing in a throw 
from the third-man bound- 
ary to ran him out by milli- 
metres for a well- con- 
structed 40. That reduced 
Sooth Africa to 182 for five, 
at which point, as usual, the 
innings began in earnest. 

Shaun Pollock under- 
lined his status as the 
world’s premier all- 
rounder in a stand of 80 for 
the sixth wicket with 
Rhodes. Pollock has taken 
64 wickets in 14 Tests in 
1998 and his 30 runs at 
Kingsmead raised his run 
aggregate close to 600 in 
the same period. It took a 
flying, one-handed catch by 
Carl Hooper at second slip 
that reminded a few of ns of 
another great all-rounder, 
lan Botham, to remove Pol- 
lock for 30. 

The bowler, inevitably, 
was Rose, who had im- 
pressed his captain so 
m nch that Brian Lara en- 
trusted him with the 
second new ball ahead of | 
the lethargic Curtly Am- 
brose. Rose responded with 
a second three-wicket spell. 


howling Mark Boucher for 
a third-ball duck with a 
magnificent delivery and 
sneaking another between 
the pads of Pat Symeox 
shortly before the close. 

In between Rose’s prodi- 
gious feats. Rhodes kept 
South Africa ahead with 
brilliant stroke play. He 
twice hit Ambrose over mid- 
wicket for six and has eight 
fours in an innings which 
has so fer lasted 123 balls. 

But the last word should 
go to Rose who took six for 
100 on his Test debut 
against India two years ago 
but subsequently lost his 
way. He said: “People say 
fast bowling in the West 
Indies is dying, but Nixon 
McLean, Mervyn Dillon, 
Reon King and myself hope 
that we can stand in the 
footprints of the great fast 
bowlers who have gone 
before.” 

Now the tourists must 
hope for a similar renais- 
sance with the bat in order 
to keep the series alive. 


New Zealand v 
India: second Test 

NZ tail 
wags to 
setup 
healthy 
margin 


N UNBROKEN stand of 
82 ^ for the eighth wicket 
' New Zealand to a 
strong position after the 
second day of the Test match 
at Basin Reserve, Wellington. 

The pace bowler Dion Nasb 
was unbeaten with 56, which 
equalled his previous highest 
Test score, against England at 
Lord’s in 1994: Daniel Vettori, 
the left-arm spinner, was on 
35. 

The pair put on 81 in the 
last session yesterday to 
bring the host side to 290 for 
seven, giving them a lead of 
82 runs. They survived the 
second ball and several short- 
pitched balls by Javagal Srln- 
ath, who bowled his heart out 
for little reward. 

The New Zealand coach 
Steve Rixon was delighted 
with the partnership. "A lead 
of 150 would be ideal, but 
we’ll be bappy with what we 
get and we certainly won't try 
and grind out runs. We will 
play positively.” 

India, who were bowled out 
for 208, took three wickets in 
the space of 17 runs in the 
afternoon session, reducing 
New Zealand from 132 for 
three at lunch to 179 for six. 
The innings was held 
together in tills period by Na- 
than Astle, who made a fight- 
ing 56- 

Anil Humble, who bowled 
tirelessly and accurately on a 
pitch which gave him little as- 
sistance, prised Astle out in 
the second to last over before 
tea, spinning a googly be- 
tween bat and pad. 

Nash and Vettori then took 
advantage of a tired attack. 
“Nash has worked on his on- 
side shots for the last year 
and he enjoyed using his new 
toy,” Rixon said. 

New Zealand started the 
day at 52 for one. Matthew 
Horae and Stephen Fl eming 
worked diligently to provide a 
solid foundation. 

Fleming was playing flu- 
ently and asserting himself 
when he was run out for 42. 
Horae and, later, Astle were 
more circumspect 
India twice dropped Horne 
off Venkatesh Prasad and 
while the misses did not cost 
many runs. Home’s subse- 
quent innings subjected the 
attack to extra toll. Limited 
bowling resources meant the 
misses were damaging. 

INDIA 

Rut kntogi 

N S Slotui c Fleming b Doufl o 

ADjBdoia&WbOQuR ...... 10 

R S Dm Id Ibw b Doull O 

S C Ganguly c Parore b Doull 0 

SR Tendulkar c Bon 0 Doull «T 

*M Azharuddm not out 108 

IN R Mortgla c AsUe b Doull O 

A KumbMc McMillan b Doull 11 

J Srinath c Fleming 0 Naan 7 

VBK Prasad c naming b Veaori is 

HorblBfan Slngn c Astle 0 McMillan .. i 
Extras (IM. nb6j B 


Total (65.4 overs) SC 

Ml of wlehets: 0. 2. 15, 16, 99.98, 132. 
149.207. 

i*nv Doull 24-7-65-7: Calms 
17-3-09-0; Nasn 14-1-46-1; Veaori 
7-0-20-1; Astle 2-0-5-0; McMillan 
1.4-t-O-l. 


First ta rttaga 

M D Belie MongiB bPraaJd .... 

MJHorneb Kumbto _ a 

"S P Fleming runout 4! 

N J Astle b Kumtte * 

C D McMillan c DravHl b SrlnsHi ..... 3- 

IA C Parore Ibw KumNe — ... 

CLCaimacTondulUii b Prasad I 

0 J Nash not out .._ a 

DL Vettori not out .......... - si 

Utra9llbt7.b8.nbS> * 

Total (to' 7 . 112 o»erai 3«4 

FSBof urfefcetas?. 79. 112. 182. 172. 179. 
208. 

iBbui Sri noth 3CM-81-1: Prasad 
23-6-57-2; KumbW 37-14-67-3; H Slngn 
16-3-47-0. Ganguly 6-0-13-0. 



Storm prevail amid curses 




Christian Bright 


Australia rajacts Subcontinent call for life bans 


Di 


AUSTRALIAN officials 
fAhave rejected a proposal 
from the Subcontinent that 
Shane Warn© and Mark 
Waugh should be banned 
fee life for taking money 

from an Illegal bookmaker. 

The Australian Cricket 
Board cWefeorecutive oflfl- 
cw Mai Speed said the pair 

Wold not be banned be- 
cans# they had been pun- 
ched and the matter was 
officially dosed. 


Speed was responding to 
an announcement by the 
Pakistan Cricket Board 
pH ffittnaw Kballd Mahmoud 
that his board and those tff 
India and Sri Lanka wanted 
th« international Cricket 
Council to introduce life 
bans for those involved in 
illegal betting. cua matches. 

Wangh and Warae have 
admitted taking money 
during a limited-overs tomr- 
nament in Sri Lanka in 


1994 but deny any involve- 
ment in match-fixing. 

Mahmood said the pro- 
posal would be raised at the- 
meeting of. ICC executive 
board members in Christ* 
church. New Zealand, next 
month. 

The ACB announced last 
week It would conduct its 
own inquiry into match-fix- 
ing after several players 
said they had been ap- 
proached by bookmakers. 


iBRBY STORM yester- 
}day closed the gap on 
the leading contenders 
in the . Budweiser League. 
Manchester Giants and Shef- 
field Sharks, by bedding out 
Milton Keynes Lions in a con- 
troversial clash. 

The Derby coach Bob Done- 
wald incurred a technical foul 
for obscenities and the Milton 
Keynes owner Vince Macan- 
1 lay Razaq produced a tirade 
of his own after seeing his 
i team’s recovery from a deficit 
of 20 points undermined by 
the feet that four erf his play- 
ers were on four fouls. 


The quartet — Broderick 
Bobb, Richard Scantlebury, 
Tony Windless and Mirhaai 
Martin — bowed out in the 
last 38 seconds of the 81-77 
defeat 

"The circus that follows 
Donewald around works in 
his favour," Macaulay Razaq 
said. “The referees ended up 
calling intentional fouls on 
our players defensively so 
they are seen to be calling it 
fair on both sides. This stops 
them getting a mouthful from 
Bob." 

There was little between 
the teams until an 18-3 on? 
slanghi from the Storm took 
them to a 46-33 interval lead. 

Derby improved their lead 


after the restart, with a bas- 
ket from Yorick Williams, the 
most recent recruit to the 
England squad, a three- 
pointer from Nate Retaking 
on his way to 19 points, and 
two free throws from Joel 
Burns stretching the advan- 
tage to 53-38. 

By then Donewald had 
calmed down. The referee 
Mac Callenderexplained the 
coa ch’s foul: "He was using 
expletives with women and 
children Just behind him in 
the crowd. Everybody could 
hear what he said." . 

Sheffield Sharks added 
spice to the title battle by de- 
feating Manchester Giants 
85-83 in a Uni-ball Trophy tie. 
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Rugby Union 


Premiership One: Saracens 7 London Scottish 24 


Glittering living harries Sarries 


sweet smell 


Robert Armstrong 


B arry irving, an 
18-year -old Scottish 
Colts fly-half, cele- 
brated his league 
debut with an inspirational 
display that propelled the Ex- 
iles to only their fourth Pre- 
miership win of the season at 
Vicarage Road yesterday. 

Long before the end the pre- 
cociously gifted Irving had 
stunned the 10.237 crowd with 
a glittering repertoire of 
skills embellished by an op- 
portunist try that sealed the 
win and blew Saracens off 
course in the title rare. 

The no-nonsense manner in 
which Scottish scored three of 
the game's four tries — Ken- 
ny Milligan and Mick Watson 
also crossed the line — under- 
lined their commitment to at- 
tacking football albeit in 
rainswept conditions. Sara- 
cens, who lost both their half- 
backs with injuries, were a 
pale shadow erf - the side that 
put 58 points on the Exiles In 
Sept emb er: this will certainly 
please the leaders Leicester 
and Northampton. 

“Barry has a good tempera- 
ment plus the confidence to 
make a break.” said John 
Steele, the Scottish director of 
rugby who picked the teen- 
ager because Jannle de Beer 
withdrew injured. "We knew 
a big win would come after 
we'd suffered the frustration 
of several narrow defeats — it 
was just a matter of when. 1 
believe we’re the best defen- 
sive side in the Premiership 
— now we've proved we can 
score tries.” 

Saracens, who led 7-4 at 
half-time against the run of 
play, never came to terms 
with the Exiles' enterprise in 
turning defence into attack, 
especially in the second half 
when the hosts looked' off the 
pace. Francois Pienaar, Sara- 
cens' player-coach admitted: 
“When you are the hunter It's 
easy but today we got hunted 
and that's a lot more difficult 
We lost our shape and we 
were outmuscled.” 

Scottish certainly dispelled 
any notion that they are auto- 
matic candidates for relega- 
tion. Thrustful first-time tack- 
ling always made it difficult 
for lethargic Saracens to 
cross the gain line and on the 
rare occasions when the hosts 
did advance deep the impres- 
sive Irving promptly relieved 
the pressure with a searching 
touch-finder. 



Saracens’ faltering at- 
tempts to generate momen- 
tum were upset early on by 
the loss of Kyran Bracken, 
helped off dazed after a head- 
on collision with the big Scot- 
tish wing Conan Sharman, 
and at the start of the second 
half when Alain Pena iid had 
to go off with a dead leg. The 
reshuffle saw Gavin Johnson 
switch from full-back to 
No. 10 and Matt Singer come 
off the bench to fin the 
vacancy. 

Scottish worked hard to ex- 
ploit Saracens subsequent 
loss of rhythm. Sharman 


ought to have put them in 
front when be dispossessed 
Richard Wallace but his kick 
down the left touchline over- 
ran the dead-baU line. Late in 
the first half Irving made a 
coruscating midfield break 
only to be stopped metres 
short by Simon Ravensc raft's 
crunching tackle. 

Given the lengthy period 
Saracens needed to get the 
line-out sorted out, not to 
mention the lack of straight 
r unning among their backs, 
they were fortunate to go in 
front thanks to a 31st-minute 
try by Brendon Daniel. A 


pacy long-range break by 
Ryan Constable, halted by 
Guy Easterby. set up the ruck 
on the left from which Tony 
Diprose fired out a slick pass 
to Daniel: the industrious 
Kiwi wing still had work to 
do. side-stepping a defender 
before he accelerated 15 
metres to score close to the 
posts. 

However, Scottish served 
notice that they had no inten- 
tion of rolling over, driving 
down the right flank to win a 
penalty for offside. Iain 
McAuskmd coolly kicked the 
goal from 25 metres and. suit- 


ably encouraged, the Exiles 
grabbed the lead with a 46th- 
minute try by Milligan. A 
careless pass by Johnson 
resulted in a controlled 
counter-attack from halfway 
that culminated in the wing 
scoring at the posts. 

In the last 10 minutes Scot- 
tish crowned the impressive 
work of their forwards with 
two more tries to which Sara- 
cens had no answer. First, Ir- 
ving gathered from a ruck on 
the right, feinted to go outside 
then switched bade before 
scampering through. Near the 
end the coordinated handling 


i R GoodbRB fYorkaftfro). 


Wasps 23 Gloucester 9 


Renaissance man Sampson lets his hair down 


Robert Kitson sees Fidler unstrung 
again as a sorry sequence continues 


R ichard hill can 
count Gloucester’s 
away wins in the past 
two seasons on the Angers of 
one hand but for the third 
time in 12 months. Wasps pre^ 
sen ted him with a nasty sting' 
in the tail to crawl up to third 
place in the Premiership. 

Leading 06 with three min- 
utes of normal time left, even 
West Country pessimists 
were preparing a double-digit 
response to their acrimonious 
last-gasp 13-12 Kingsholm de- 
feat in October. Instead the 
home side sprang to life with 


a penalty and converted tries 
by Paul Sampson and Andy 
Le Chevalier to inflict their 
opponents' ninth successive 
away defeat In this fixture, a 
league trot matched only by 
Harlequins' lack of success at 
Bath. 

On their last visit to Loftus 
Road in January, a late penal- 
ty try ruined Gloucester’s 
chances and their supporters 
were in the mood to lynch the 
referee Brian CampsaU at 
Kingsholm three months ago 
when Will Green's injury- 
time try did the trick. This 


time their team scrummaged 
well and fought bard but still 
pulled up short. "It leaves a 
bit of a bitter taste," admitted 
the new captain Rob Fidler. | 
more in sorrow than anger. 

The painful sequence of 
events was kick-started by 
Kenny Logan's third success- 
ful penalty with 77 minutes 
gone, at which point both 
sides might have settled for a 
point in a less- than expansive 
contest Wasps were being 
hammered in the tight but, 
with injury-time looming, 
Alex King's kick gave Samp- 
son the chance to demon- 
strate his sprinting ability 
against Chris Ca tling and 
Rory Greeoslade-Jones. When 
the ball hobbled loose over 


the line, it was the Yorkshire- 
man who got there first 

Sampson has barely played 
since breaking an ankle 
jumping off a wall in Cape 
Town after the end of Eng- 
land's summer tour and will 
view his contribution as mak- 
ing up ground in every sense. 
By the time the replacement 
flanker le Chevalier scored 
his side’s even later try, their 
director of rugby had already 
launched the search for posi- 
tives. 

“The way we battled I 
thought we deserved at least a 
point. We'll start to win 
games because the mental ap- 
proach is right now. Tm confi- 
dent about that," said Hill. 
“I'm not superstitious. I know 


at some stage that it will come 
right" 

Hill’s counterpart Nigel 
Melville was less impressed 
with his side's overall perfor- 
mance than relieved at the 
outcome. “For the majority of 
the match It did not look 
good,” he said. “We are not 
particalariy happy but we are 
Improving. 

“Tm delighted for Sampson 
in particular. He has regained 
most of his speed. He used to 
be able to run 100 metres in 
1<M seconds and is now work- 
ing on recapturing that pace.” 

The dramatic finale drew a 
merciful veil over the first 
half, which drew white cards 
for Gloucester’s Kingsley 
Jones and Mark Mapletoft 


and Paul Volley of Wasps. 
There was further had Cherry 
and White news In the shape 
of calf and thigh Injuries 
respectively to Kingsley 
Jones and Philippe Saint- 
Andre. Fidler, In charge 
“until further notice”, may 
have to tackle Bath on Satur- 
day without both of them. 

seo wnfc WMpr TrtMl Sampson. Le 
Chevalier. Conversions: Logan 2. 
Pmnltloai Logan 3. Ql oncost* r> 
P— M— MapleMt 2. Fanotuo. 

Waspsi Lewsey: Sampson. Seraaa. 
Hanriareon, Logan; King, Wood; Malloy, 
Leaia iMitcneii. 77mlnj, Black (Le 
Chevalier, 62). Waedon (cape). Reed 
(Shaw. 52). Dailagllo, Volley. Woraley 

(Scrivener. 48). 

<M one -t en carting: Johnson. Fanofua. 
Tomos. Salrrt-A/Klre (Grandade-Jones. 
30}; Mapletoft. Sanders (Benton. EC); 
Woodman, McCarthy. Deacon, Fidler 
(cap!]. Cornwall. Pearce, Jones (Carter, 
61). Ojomoti (Sims. 65). 

B iM ee S Lander (Liverpool). 


Harlequins 17 Sale 15 


Newcastle 29 West Hartlepool 1 3 


Quins escape 
late punishment 


West pay for Brewer’s sin-bin spell 


David Irvine 


Michael Prestage 


T took a long time for both 
sides to shake off Christmas 


I hangovers but a dreary 
game was enlivened by three 
tries and a nail-biting finish as 
Sale’s Shane Howarth missed 
two match-winning kicks in 
the dying minutes. 

John Mitchell, Sale's coach, 
is in the market for two play- 
ers and one will be an experi- 
enced forward able to lead the 
pack. He said: The players 
are well paid and they get In- 
formation about the opposi- 
tion. I get annoyed with their 
naivete and lack of leadership 
throughout this season.” 

His counterpart John Gal- 
lagher at least had the conso- 
lation of a win but recognised 
his side should have done bet- 
ter with abundant possession. 
Three times his forwards lost 
the ball over the try line. 

Sale started slowly and 
within five minutes John 
Schuster had put over two 
penalties for Quins. He 
kicked two more hut missed 
three other chances in his 
worst overall ki ckin g perfor- 
mance this season- 
Howarth responded with a 
penalty hut the game was foil- 
ing to entertain; much en- 
deavour bnt little flair. 

w ithin two minutes of the 
second half Quins scored a 
try. Jamie Williams came 


Into the line, made a powerful 
run and then chipped and 
chased. Jim Mallinder failed 
to gather and Williams 
grabbed the loose ball and 
went over. 

Quins looked well in con- 
trol until two Sale tries in two 
minutes made it a real con- 
test The orchestrator of both 
was Barrie-Jon Mather. The 
powerful centre made huge 
inroads into home territory 
and when the attack broke 
down the ball was quickly 
recycled and worked from the 
right touchline for Chris 
Yates to score in the left 


S IN-BINNING can be 
sing ularly nnftnr un- 
less it Is applied con- 
sistently. Yesterday at a 
gale-ravaged Kingston 
Park Newcastle doubled 
their score while West 
Hartlepool’s captain Mike 
Brewer was off the field 
and a largely knife-edge 
contest was decided by a 
flattering margin. 

West’s frustration was 
understandable as Va’aiga 
Tnigamala. who scored the 
first of the home team’s two 


tries in Brewer’s absence — 
he had up-ended an oppo- 
nent at the line-out — bad 
himself got aw^y with a 
dangerous late tackle. 

Until Newcastle’s burst. 
West bad held the lead 
three times; 'most signifi- 
cantly after 55 minutes , 
when their hooker Shane ! 
McDonald became only 
their second forward to 
score a try this season. 
Once again, however. West 
could look back on missed 
opportunities. 

West led through a penal- 
ty by Stephan Vile and 
Newcastle were uncharac- 


teristically shaky in de- 
fence- Stephen John fol- 
lowed through for a try 
near the posts after another 
Newcastle mix-up and Ross 
Beattie picked up after a 
scrum to leave Jonny Wil- 
kinson an easy conversion, i 
Soon after half-time West I 
won a line-out in the comer | 
through their ca ptain phil- 
tzpe Farmer and McDonald 
was credited with the 
touchdown. 

It proved to be a briefly 
held advantage. A vigorous 
drive by George Graham 
forced a penalty from West 
which Wilkinson kicked 


and then, with Brewer off, 
the game swung dramati- 
cally in Newcastle’s favour. 
Wilkinson converted both 
tries before Brewer 
returned and the game 
again swung back to West. 


Beams. Tulgamaia. Chariton. 
Co m fs l t un Wilkinson 3. Psmaftjrt 
Wilkinson. W«st HU a poafc Trim John. 
McDonald. Psusrir Vile. 


Newcastle: Letup Naylor. Tulgamaia (P 
M assay 75ml n). Andrew (opr). Wood; 
Wilkinson. Chariton; Graham. Nesdaie. 
Hurler, Weir. Archer, Wilton, Arnold 
(Cartmell 78m). BeaBto. 

West I lM tls e ao h Farrell (Greaves 66m); 
Bason, John, Tontfnoa. Madura: Vila. 
Sltina. Van Der Bath (Sparkea 75ml. 
McDonald. Beal. Famar Captain. Ponton. 
Bentley, Mgnklcy. Brewer, 
natarea 3 Plerty YoAaWre. 


comer. 

Two minutes later Yates 
made the break and Mather 
looked as though he would 
score himself. But with Quins 
players converging he looped 
a try-scoring pass to the wing 
Steve Hanley. 

Howarth missed a penalty 
In the 76th minute from Just 
inside the Quins half and 
three minutes later slewed an 
easier kick wide. 


Anglo-WeJsh friendly: Swansea 50 Bath 1 7 


Henry’s Judgment frees stamper Morris for Five Nations 


Paid Rees 


IMfHEN Swansea and Car- 
WW diff started their unsanc- 


SCOnniSi ItHi nuttm Tnr Williams, 
PwmWmr Schuster 4 sate: Trias Ya»*. 
Honey. rikw vo s l oMi Howarth. PcnaBr 
Howarth. 

I fc otstp wns i W| llama, o Leary, Officer 
(Keytar. 77mln), St hosier, Loner Lacroix 
(capi), Harries (Wrlgm, «); Leonard, 
Murpny. Haipln 1 Barnes, roj. ue*ehyn, 
Morgan (Dsvtson. JO), Brooxe. Jetton, 
Shoasby. 

“■ Mallinder (capi): Mown, Mustier, 
Yates, Hanley. Howarth. Ellis, winsanley 
(Williamson, 74), Greening. Beil. Baldwin. 
Rohralis. Angieuw (A Sanaeraon, 7UL P 
Sanderson, CCulnneagsin. 

; Reform C White (Giotreeeier). 


■V diff started their unsanc- 
tioned matches against Allied 
Dunbar Premiership One 
clubs last September, the 
Wales coach Graham Henry 
was advised by his employers 
to stay away. 

The New Zealander’s res- 
ponse was to makes public ap- 
pearance at the Arms Park 
where he received a s tanding 
ovation. His Welsh Rugby 
Union paymasters squinnied, 
but he has continued to watch 
Cardiff and Swansea regularly 
and, with the Welsh Premier 


Division washed out, was at St 
Helen's on Saturday. 

When the Wales squad prop 
Darren Morris was sent off 10 
minutes from the aid for 
stamping on the Bath hooker 
Andy Long, who needed six 
stitches In a head wound, 
Swansea did not have for to 
look for the independent adju- 
dicator required to decide the 
player's punishment Henry 
banned Morris for two 
matches which means he will 
be back in action long before 
Wales's Five Nations' opener 
against Scotland In February. 

Hairy will be asked lo ex- ; 
plain why he put an official 
gloss on something the WRU 


pretends does not exist Last 
week he was warned about 
entering the political arena 
when he requested a meeting 
with the Union's chairman, 
G ianm or Griffiths, and the 
Welsh chairman of the Inter- 
national Rugby Board, Ver- 
non Pugh. 

He demanded to know what 
was being done to ensure a 
British League started next 
season and was told that it 
was firmly on the agenda. 
Griffiths and his counterpart 
on the Rugby Football Union, 
Brian Baister, have held 
secret negotiations in the last 
week with an announcement 
expected next month. 


Now that the friendlies have 
lost their curiosity value, they 
are merely cosmetic. Bath, 
weighed down by injuries and 
Alness as well as a loss of form, 
were not interested. Swansea 
were too strong up front and 
too slick behind. 


SCORORSi V i — s w Trisa Robinson 2. 
Cfcatvl*, Arnold, Jcmktaa, panolty by 
C0»ww*w A Thomas 4, P uri B ssi A 
Thomas 4 . Bath Tri**, Tindall. Boiohaw, 
swiaity Try. C aa.sr ri o m Bab, how. 
SwwnMa: woaihariay (Back, GSmln); 
Rom, Taylor. Globa (rapt). Robinson; A 
Thomas, R Jones; Moms. Jenkins, B 
Evans (Anthony. B5). Arnold. Moore. 
Cfiorvte, D Thomas (B Evans, n). L Jones. 

■Mhe Canard (Balshaw. 47]; I Evan. 
Tindall (Moggs. 47). CaH. Adabeya Parry. 
Coooar Yams, mag (Mears, 71). Hilton. 
BarQwitck, D JonM. EarWhpw. WftbMfcf 
leapt), N Thomas (Bryan. 74) 

Rofanm P Holland. 


of success 


Hugh Godwin sees 
Goliath show David 
no mercy as misery 
piles up for Bedford 


Bora to ran . . . Fly-half Barry Irving takes on Saracens' George Chuter daring his audacious debut for London Scottish at Vicarage RoadoAvro Rogers 


of Easterby, Ron Eriksson 
and Rob Hunter presented 

Watson With the rhanr-ri to 
rumble over for a short-range 
try. It was the final indignity 
for a Saracens outfit that had 
all but collapsed. 


I F Bedford’s players 
flopped into their Saturday 
night armchairs seeking a 
little light relief they may 
have identified with the sub- 
title of the late film. The Smell 
Qf Fear. 

Yet sniff the air around the 
relegation-threatened club's 
director of rugby Rudi 
Straeuli and you would 
struggle to pick up the scent 
of real discomfort. True, 
Straeuli did talk of "banging 
our heads against a wall", but 
only while the club's employ- 
ees wait for January 11, the 
hearing date for Frank War- 
ren's protracted High Court 
case against Don King. 

Assuming no further ad- 
journment, Warren’s assets 
should be unfrozen whatever 
the verdict, leaving him free 
either to plough on with his 
90 per cent stake at Goldlng- 
ton Road or accept an offer 
and move out. 

The club's director of busi- 
ness Tim Crow took a swipe 
at those who use the “trou- 
bled Bedford” tag too freely. 
“There are Premiership One 
clubs out there who are losing 
more money in a month than 
we will this season.” he said. 
"What we don't have is a guy 
making up the balance out of 
his own pocket.” 

By contrast. Leicester are 
up near the summit of the 
cash mountain. A healthy 
crowd of almost 11,000 
watched The Tigers open a 
two-point lead in the Premier- 
ship and they expect 15,000 
for the Barbarians match at 
Welford Road tomorrow. 

With the match outcome 


I never In doubt, it was lea to 
| the Identity of the first try 
scorer to _ provide 
controversy. 

Austin Healey, i 14-1 
chance, emerged -front the 
pUe-up of a Uneout drive: on 
the half hour to togve the 
scribes dutifully noting. Try: 
Healey”. Not so. The public 
address chuekllngly an- 
nounced .“a stewards* en- 
quiry" and, within minutes. 
Neil Back had bean awarded 
the score. 

There was no doubt whatso- 
ever about Leicester's right to 
victory. Their defence, lam- 
basted by captain and coach 
after recent generosity, was 
superb. One crunching tackle 
by Jon Stuart on Junior Para- 
more summed up the 
performance. 

A repeat catch-and-drive 
try, Richard CotifazlU. this 
time finding the point of least 
resistance, had Leicester 16 
points up at the interval after 
two earlier penalty goals from 
TimStlmpson. 

The foil-back dipped over a 
penalty and a conversion in 
the second half, too, with the 
winger Dove Lougheed blud- 
geoning through for the 
Tigers’ third try. 

Forthcoming fixtures 
against the Baa-baa's. Cardiff 
and Barking (Joel Stranskya 
proposed comeback game) 
will give Leicester time to 
regroup before the visit of 
London Scottish In the Pre- 
miership. Few would bet 
against a home win.' 


BCOIKaSi H I— Hon TriMt Bock, 
Cockorill. Lough ood. Ct ww l u u 
WUriWQIt. te n — MlBBBBK a»- - 


Vsrsnsmi Tori Daniai. Cunmlwu 
Johnion. London Scottish, Trios, 
MUHgfln. Irving. Wanton. Coovsrslonsi 
McAiaSand 3. TwilH t McAuslond. 
inn* Jotraon: Daniel. Conuoni*. 
RavonsoulL R Wallace Panaud (Srjgw. 
aiinin). Bremen (Free. 3); FtMmsn. Ora- 
tor. P Wallace. Johns. Growcock. Cottar. 
Pranuur icupfj. Dtprosn. 


Richmond 13 London Irish 25 


London Scottish, McAialarKt MHIIgan, 
Bonmy. Eriksson. Shannon; Irving. Esat- 
nrt/f, Johnstone. Rudham. Burnell, Jones. 
Waaon. Fan, H olmes (caul). Hunter 


Exiles triumph 
by scavenging 


lan Mann 


P ERHAPS only a man 
who had played for Wel- 
lington Hurricanes 
could have kept his head in 
the eye of the storm that 
swirled around the Madejski 
Stadium. 

Jarrod Cunningham’s peer- 
less place-kicking was the dif- 
ference between these sides 
in Saturday’s gale but the Ex- 
iles were really home and dry 
before the game had kicked 
off. Richmond, without six of 
their regular pack, never had 
enough ballast to cope with 
the buffeting they received 
from the London Irish 
forwards. 

And so the team that fin- 
ished last season in such 
buoyant fashion with six 
straight wins now see their 
title hopes disappear over- 
board. “There’s no point de- 
luding ourselves. This job is 
all about setting realistic 
goals and it will be difficult to 
win the title after losing six 
games,” said Richmond’s di- 
rector of rugby John 
Kingston. 

“Looking at it foldly, the 
difference was the place-kick- 
ing but there was more to it 
than that They just had more 
of the balL But I would defy 
even Northampton or Leices- 
ter to be competitive without 
five or six regular forwards 
and, when Adam Venter 
pulled out with flu just before 
Christmas, I almost had to 
laugh.” 

Kingston is hoping his cap- , 
tain Ben Clarke and fellow I 
forwards Barry Williams, the 
latest addition to the walking 
wounded, and Craig Quinnell i 
will be back for their next 
league encounter, at Glouces- 
ter on January 16. But he ad- 
mits replacing Scott Quinnell, 
a recent departure to Llanelli, 
is a difficult task. 

"Scott’s loss has been com- 
pounded by all our injuries 
and we have been papering 
over the cracks. But it would 
be lunacy to bring in someone 
on a big contract when we 
don’t even know what the 
structure of the season will be 


seemmaa RMntmA Triton Plo*«. 
-Pint, PnoB|i Va’a. Lowri on kbM Yrji 

Qoilachor. Cananlow Cunningham. 

V hriSM — Cunnhwiim 6, 

Mfl htw i n di Pin); Wains. Batsman (Oban. 
TBroln), Wright Brawn: Va'a. Ptchrt lead); 
McFarland iPowoJt, Tffl. Cuthtwrt. Oavloa. 
Cuaack (Codling, 58). Qllllsa, Bwin 
(Borioot. 82), Hwwri. Cuban nsa. 

Lm4«h Irish O'Shea (caJHl, BWWP. 
Burrows, vsntar, Cunningham; BacMp. 

Pull (CanvB4». 62); Hadty. Hows (KlrM. 
48). Hardwick. Spicer. O'Kaiiy, Bov. 
Dawson. QalUtchw (FtMunttL M). 
■■Nasal G Hugnoa (UaixlwW). 


Cardiff bugged by injuries and flu 


A FLU bug and a mount- 
ing injury-list took 


/vlng injury-list took 
their toll on Cardiff as they 
stumbled to their third 
successive defeat In the 
Anglo-Welsh League at a 
rainswept Northampton on 
Saturday. 

A Crowd of 7,249 at 
Franklins Gardens saw 
Cardiff beaten 38*10 by the 
in-form English club and 
reduced to 14 men for the 
last five minutes when the 
Wales centre Leigh Davies 


was sent to the sin-bin by 
the referee Fred Howard. 

Northampton, even with- 
out their injured captain 
Tim Rodber, scored tries 
through Matt Dawson (2), 
Craig Moir (2), Budge 
Pountuey and Grant Seely. 
Paul Grayson used the 
strong wind effectively to 
kick four conversions. 

Mike Hall crossed for 
Cardiff with Paul Burke 
| landing a conversion and 
penalty. 



lan SUmpoon. Lloyd (Mofrit. 
OBnin), PoHsr. Howard (Stun, 43), 
lougme; Murphy, Hwday: wori ri ftt. 
CochariU, QariBrBi (Jritov. BS). JttMCn 
(capi). Van HMrowi tFIttcMr. Ml, 
Ontord. Bock. Coiry (Ba&og^nlL - 
■torifarrii Wnslstons.. Undo* wood. 
Murdoch (osp«|. Harris (Sinai. 31). 
O'Manony: Yapp. Ellion.. Oxdanii, 
Wcftarda. Hartland (Boyd. n-» g —rt o n a* 
(CocttM. 57). Mwtay. VHnMra. Rxriar, 
nnmn 

ri slsi w t Monlacm (BriMM). • i 


next season and If there will 
be chib rugby between : May 
and October.” 

Kingston’s opposite num- 
ber Dick Best has seen his 
multi-national side win four 
times on their travels this 
season. He calls his team “up- 
wardly mobile” but admitted 
the acid test would be their 
next two games, against New- 
castle this Saturday and at 
Northampton tomorrow 
week. 

"The Newcastle game will 
be a brutal affair," he said. 
"But we were back to our 
scavenging, tenacious selves 
today." 

Best says the initial plans 
for a two-tier British League 
which "dumped” his side in a 
second division along with 
Irish provinces, who have 
since spurned the scheme, 
have motivated his team, who 
are happy to travel west to 
Reading but not to Connacht. 

Best was happy despite see- 
ing Justin Bishop’s first-half 
try disallowed for a marginal 
forward pass from Stephen 
Bach op and despite conceding 
two excellent tries to Rich- 
mond. through Agustin Pi- 
chat's darting run from a 
scrum and Matt Pini’s injury- 
time consolation after Earl 
Va’a's clever up-and-under. 

Irish’s try by Rob Gal- 
lacher, battering over in a 
second-half rolling maul from 
a line-out, better summed op 
the match. 

Amazingly the crowd of 
9,621 who braved the ele- 
ments was Richmond’s big- 
gest of the season. “There is 
hope for professional rugby 
when you get a crowd like 
that on a day like this,” said 
Kingston, sounding - like a 
man who had had a rotten 
Christmas but would still en- 
joy his New Year. 
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FA Carling Premiership 


Nationwide League 


: Chelsea 
Aston Villa 

■ Man Utd 
Leeds 
Arsenal 
Middlesbroug 

: West Ham 
iWimbledon 

^ Liverpool 

Leicester 

■ Derby 

Newcastle 
Tottenham 
Everton 

; Sheff Wed 
Blackburn 
Coventry. 

■ Charlton 
Southampton 
Nottm Forest 


FIRST DIVISION 


SECOND DIVISION 


THIRD DIVISION 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
ih 19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 


6 -3 
6 2 

7 3 

_6 2_ 

6 4 
_4 5_ 

5 3 

6 3 

_4 3_ 

5 2 

2 5 

5 2 

4 3 
2 6 

5 2 

4 2 


0 15 5 

1 17 11 

1 27 12 
1 16 3 

0 15 4 

1 16 10 

1 14 10 
1 16 10 

2 17 10 

2 14 9 

2 8 8 

3 14 13 
2 15 15 

2 3 5 

3 13 6 

4 12 11 
3 11 12 


3 6 

4 4 

2 4 

2 #6 

2 4 

3 4 

3 2 

2 2 

_4 T_ 

_2 4_ 

3 5 

1 4 

2 3 

3 2 

J 2_ 

0 3 

1 1 


1 16 12 
2 12 . 8 
2 12 11 

2 16 14 

3 6 7 

2 15 14 
5 8 13 

5 9 20 

5 15 13 

4 8 11 

2 10 9 

4 8 11 

5 9 14 

4 9-12 

6 7 14 

6 7 16 


14 36 
10 36 
16 . 34 

15 32 

10 32 

.7 30 

-1 29 

-5 99 

9 28 

2 27 

1 25 

-2 24 

-5 24 

-5 23 

0 22 

-8 17 


3 ; 4 3 11_12 1 17 5 15 -11 17 


2 3 
2 2 
1 5 


3 13 9 

6 12 20 
3 8 11 


J 4 

1 2 

1 1 


6 10 21 
6 3 17 

8 9 24 


j7 16 

-22 13 

-18 12 


Premiership results 


mi wwihm 


jinMirf ■ * -q — . . 

Bouftf.Vhas; Parlour. VMm, Pott. Owrmare; 
Anoka (Wrah 30ml n; Grimnndl 70). Berykarap. 
8uM notuaad: Lukto. Wlmartum. Boa Mona. 

.. Mast Ham (3-6-2): HMtop: PotB.F*rtlnand, 
Pwrca, Skwliilr. LampanL BariuKto. Lomas. 
MMrjLanrkU* 83}: Wright. Hanaon. Sum not 
used: Format Broadtar. Oaoyinrnl, 

AIM 38J0B6- Haft PJwm 


r D l p 
8 283 
8 6 38 
7 B43; 
B 7 38 i 
5 .7-48 ! 
s •» sr- 

10 4 44 i 
7 838 I 

5 0 30 

4 ID 48 ■ 
7 0 37 ■ 

7 8 34 : 

8 B 30 i 

6 9 36 i 
8 11 35 - 

13 7 32: 

11 0 30 : 

5 12 2B i 

7 11 21 i 
4 14 28 ‘ 

8 13 32 ‘ 
8 14 27 4 
8 13 34 ! 
0 15 27 I 


BriufcmU m Oil (MIIHd WO 

FtatongSOpan 

KaM(ta Foote. RovMt Hank, RebMaon. 
Afriata. Jcitwxv MoCardM. AdsOeto (Poratar 
70). Furtctjj (BmiiMr on, oxunor, Ndtovu. 
Suba IM«M Huawa. 

I Staff IMKany. LwJtaa. Ckitan, MHsao. Dnrry, 
SamtoftL Moodheuao. Mortar (Uorri*73), 
Marcalo (Ratos B0). Dorita. HaaBtaot SUba dm 
■M tFort. 

Am 22J0B. Ml C Fay |0I KalaMV 

BoRm (0)0 ■t m Um hI _(0)O 

M a ft aa A m hatoJoa n . Cox. Whldow. Frandsan 
10wMtauAmone5).WariHinn.nan.Qan>nar. ■ 
Jen*™, Ho M aa oi it i . TSjiar. SaHara. Sofa* not 
unid: PBHHpa. ElltotL 
BrocHmd Walsh. Wrtgt*. Jtcttba, McCall, 
Moon, own, Lawrene*. Ma, Watton 
gm^te gto,. Oa aQrla. Subs nol uaad: 

An, 24.6%. Mats Balnae (CheamfUd). 






Cl — (0)3 0«y 0Ht 

■ Uatn<T Wnodoanl 7B 

Rivsro 63, WrigMDO 

■ora*. * Kaanon. BtanoL 0—a. uacautoy 
(Foran 84). Unaapnn. CMamoch. WrtgM. 
•iohnaon. Jack, LBOa {Ughttooi B0), Rivera. 
Suba not usmi: Street. 
MrXMy.WkwdnnLWUaaM.Ddva. 
Lmjurb. wm. Snllw (Banfck 71). uatetohn 
(Avcav71).JaMa. BBy. Praam (Jwaaon 71). 
Am &3A M R Pearson IPMarlaa). 


Httkbm .0)2 AatooVWtoi _( 0)1 
(MachsrM Scmocaai 

Sherwood B8 

Bh— i (*+21; Flton; Kama. Henohox 
(Breomaa ML DaUy, Davidson; BMespte, 
McKJnioy, SMnfM Wilcox; Qaltadnr (Don 
73nln). Sutton (Darina BSfc SutM not US0A 
Admen. Pettis. 

Aatoa Wa (3*2): Oakes: Soufegota. ENogu, 
Sc— ea. WattOTL Taylor (CoMynora 09). 
Handle (Rachel E$|. Thompson, Wright 
JomMfli. Dublin. Sum nMusad: Charlaa, 

Draper. Grayson 

aim Z7.S36. bat 0 Gallagher (Banbury). 

Cowaaitr y (0) 1 ToCtaw fim — (1)1 

AJoMSI Campbell 17 

C — y (4A-2)- Ogrtroric: Nilsson. 81—. 
mnuns (Braan 61). Edwortiy (AMal 03; 
BoaMng. McAIUstar. SottvadL Froggau: 

WMUn. HudlBrby (ShlHon 7B1. SUM not usod: 
Talar, raniand. 

Tottaabaai (4-*-2): WaAar. Carr. Young. 
CaMpbaU. SI men. Fox. NMsan. Andarum. 
QJnota (CMnonca 01): Ferdinand (horaan B0], 
Ai—tang. Suba not uaad: Baardaan, 
CaWemM. EtSnburuh. 

AIM23l 096. M K 8wga fTonypandy). 

Bvartoaa (0)0 Darby— —(0)0 

Mr—fr32)' My— : Duvm. BBc. MatamaL 
UBwam BaH: Dacout HmenmAOMBm 
(D nii aBifiHi CaJ— MUBaiBibym. 

not umC Ebon. QnWLShnanaan. 



( 1)1 Uwarpaal (2)3 

Carragltar 17 
Hadknapp35 


Vidian. PalBMar (Ftanlng IH): Fmla. 
Ma rtrtls on (Stamp 72m«i). Onacolgne, 
Tuamaand (Back 70). Gorton; Daana.FUeani 
Suba notimad; Baradort. Moora. 

Uvarpocl (3-Mt James; Camgbar. 
StB—orv Babb; Heggam. Hadhrapp 


«o u Bm » Mi |0)O C h at a aa (i)X 

Flo 20 
Poyat« 

SaMImavam (4*Wf): Jonm; HTOey, 
Lundakvam. Monkou.CdUatar; Pa lm ar. Oakley 
(DbddSMn). Kaditoob LaTTaaJw (Rlplay 27, 
Bodian IH): BaatUa. OsMMiad. Bubs not 


ties triumpl 

scavengint 


Non-league 


CONFERENCE 


RAD^—oda 

■tavanasa 

Yaowfl 

U i ■ a a B M 

■ ■■UIIMIUIU 


(Harfcneaa. 90). Inca. Barger. Bjomabya; 
Foadar (Rladla,li8), Owen (McManaman. 77) 
8ul» not paart McAtaar, FrladaL 
Attr34jB2S. Rail G PoB {Trrtg) 


Kuwait 38 
Bowyar62 

HaaoalbalnfcfiO 

■faaoaafia (4-4-2): ShK Barton (Hugttaa 51), 
Dabtcaa. Hovmy, Ouinrat Garautodta 
(KatabAla 62), LM.epaad. Glaaa: SMarwr. 
FeryuaorL Sian not used: Harpar, Hairrann. 


Rn at poaarfc NatbwtldM Kundal y 
DroyHdan; Qraat HamoodTn vFarslay 
Collie HArrogan Tn v Eastwood Tn. 
HVAM I BAQIIBi Mfamlar lUa 
Umb Si Albans 5 Btotiop's Slortfart 1. 

PR UMimOrt I.RAtWfi Pramlar • 
MuM— Bromagrovs 0 Wbicastar City Z 
Burton Aftrion 1 Qmdoy Rovers 0: 
Granttam3 H boston Th l: Hasttno# 0 
Crawlay Town 1 ( Abandoned alter 
36mln); Kings Lynn 1 Boston Utd 2; Nunaa- 
tan1AUia—CTsnwoftli3HBls»- 
owon 1. Raatponaife BAttl City V SaUsbury; 
Wsymoutii v Dorchester; Cambridge 
CWy v R oth wall Jtawn; OhHicsstsr City v 
Merthyr, 

— adPIn ls i— D la ki— ll 2 Btow 
wlch Tn 0; Eresham Utd 0 BC Waiwtcfc 0; 
HncMay Utd 0 Bodwortli DU 0; Had- 
cfltoh Wd 1 SoUhoil Bor 0; ShepslMd Dyn 1 
VS Rugby 0; awntard AFC4 Wtaoach 
Tn 2; Stourtortoge □ Moor Qreon 2: Westoo- 
S-Mara 1 CtsvadonTnS. Psa t psaad i 
OnderfortTnv Newport APC-.Stafiort 
Rngre v Bflston Hr; Sutem Ccddfleld 
Tn » Page! Rngra. 

tiuBan HI si alum FtalwAtb Lorv- 
don 2 Dartort 1; Mergtio 2 Sttttnobounw 
1; Newport (low) 0 BaAhloy 0. Peafr- 
posmdi Andover v WBneyTn; AeMortlTn v 
Folkestone Imc Braddey Tn v BakJoek 
Tn;CtnincestBrTnvYaleTn;Ei1tti Uel- 
vedera v CtwJmeford R Hnwnt 8 Wa- 
lertooviues Fleet Tn: RsundfTnv Corby 
Try Tonbridge Angsts v St Leonards. 


Cli abaa H * E): Ds flow Famnr. Dobsrry. 
Laboed, Babsysrc Peveseu. Morris, Poyet 
(Tony 72). Qoldbssk; Zois. Fto (NldwH. ra)- 
Bnba Nor Used: ForssalL Myars, HUcbcook. 

AIL 1S2S3.Raft D EMrty IHanw). 

WhnMadn. p)2 Cbsettoa ( 1)1 

BMI33 1—1129 

Hughes SI 

WarHadon (4-4-2): Sutfhran; Cunnindiain. 
Perry. Btactoesn (KhnMS iFftlbatoher; Earto. 
Ardey (Cortftl min). Hugh a*. MC Laaburn. 
Gayle. Babe not used: Ekuku. Kennedy, Biddtsi 
C—ma (44-1): like MBM [Partwr OR. TBsr. 
Rufus. Powell; Idnssds, Robinson. Rodtom. 
Newlon (Youds 73), Brawn: Jones. Sube not 
iwed: K Jones. Koncbasky. Royca. 

ABh 19,108. Rah G Barker (Tdngl. ' 


UNIBOND LEAGUE 


WmelonflfM 


CofwyaBay 

Ctmrfay 


r D L FA 
» 5 37 IS 
fi 7 36 30 
I 8 5 34 20 

4 73027 

2 5 31 20 

l 7 8 33 28 

I 4 8 34 20 ■ 

' 3 11 30 33 

8 5 29 10 

5 0 31 26 

9 S 90 33 

0 8 25 21 

• 7 0 32 28 

8 S 32 38 
4 tt S3 44 
> 7 12 32 « 

6 9 31 33 

i 0 5 25 27 

0 9 18 24 
i 4 11 -25 35 
10 10 27 41 
6 13 21 30 



RYMAN PREMIER 


Coatee S3 

F0SW67.B0 

MargmMnSS 


WeUmOT 
Eaton 75 

Jonas 04 (eg) 


Fartsytoiog) 
wmsraBtow 
Lo Bihan 76 

UWatONB IB Ai OIIBiPia m l arPfv- 
Woie Bamber Bridge 4 Lancaster 3; Blydi 
Spartsns 1 Oeloehood 2; Charley 2 
**W*M<J JU 2-. FrtcWey 3 Whltoy Town 3: 
Qaheborooah 3 Worksop 1; Hyde Wd 
i SMybr(dge 1; Merino 2 Accrington Stsn- 
MyO: Runcorn 0 AJtrlndiam 3; Span- 
nymoar 2 Bishop Auckland 0. PowRaonadt 
oXisyn Bay v Leigh RMh GuMoy v 
Emiey. 

Hrat DhUm Aitrrton TnS Matlocfc 
Tn 2; Ashton Utd 0 Swckabrtdge PS Z 
enword PA 3 UncoM UM 1; CongiD- 
lon Tn 3 Burscoupn 2; FKston l Traitord a 
Gratos 2 Wiutlay Bay 0: Huchnan Tn 1 
Baloer Tn 0; RadcUda Bor 3 WBjon Alb 1. 


Mom Atherton Colls 0 Alhsrton Utl; 
CheadleTn 1 Vauxhall QM6: KlCto- 
gnowe Ath 1 Nawcastla Tn 1; Maine Rd 2 
SaHordCI; Mossley 3 Oossop NE 1; 
Nantwtdi Tn 0 Leek CSOB 0; Rsmabonom 
Utd 2 Rossendale uu i; SkatmaradBie 
Utd 3 St Helena Tn 2; Wortdngton 3 MoiKer 
Old Boys 0. Poetpawedt Presort 
Cables v BooUe. * 

ARNOTT mSURANO SOBIRR 
LRAOUft Phes Ptu Mn e r . Bsdllnaton Tef 3 
Coneett 0; BOOngham T1» 1 BtUln^am 
Syn U Chaster va Street 1 Eaelngton 1; 
QubboriHigli Tn 2Mara*eUM 2:Pen- 
rith 2 TOw LewTn % seanam R8 0 OnwhMi 
FM 0; Shlldon 2 West Auckland 2) 

South BtiMOe 3 Jarrow Rooting 3; Stoou- 
Swi 2 Crook Tn a Postp one* New- - 
carte BSv Morpeth m 
HORTHBIM OOMfllO CAST 
LRAOtimr— t Dh h l w Arnold Tn 2 

Pontnlract Cols 0: Dentby kMO 

Amuhorpe Wad 2: HaJMun 2 Brtgg Tn 1; 
Mam>yMW2 0esattAfb4! North Fer- 
riby UW 2 ShollleW 2; Oaaell Tn 1 Selby Tn 
l; Staveley MW 1 Ptewrlng To 1. 
roatnonoti TtiiHiffj' v Oartorth Tn; Glaa- 
shouohlon Wed v Buxton; LNsmadge 
v EedeahOI Utd. 

COMHPLRTH MUSIC NRLLBMKk Ab- 
ingdon 0 Wantage It Banbury 3 Bicester 2l 
Burnham 2 OUcot K GvunanZ Noun 
Leigh 1: Falrford 0 Cirencester®. 
COU RAMR CO— «SD COUMtlMh 
Harfley Wlntney 2 Cove 0: Nethsma 0 
Ch eaelngton » Hook 3: Raedln 8_2 
SantBmrai 0; WAAon Cesualo 2 Reynas- 
Parks. 

JRWSOM RARIRHIbajyONew- ■ 

wmriau i. Clnttrouan 2 Qt Yannouth S Hel- 
etead 2 Malden Z Hanslfft 6 P 2 Ipe* 
adch liBtowmartteM Fodxstowaf; _ 

, Sudbury W 3 Sudbury Tftwarboys 2 
KMon 5; Walton 0 Dlss 3: Woodbrtoga i 
LOWBStOftO. 

LBAOtia OF WALSSi Aberystwyth 2 
Havarrontwest i; Bangor City i Ceernar- 
Ion Town l: Barry ibwfi i hder Ca Mo- 
, Tel l: Holywell 0 ConnAlfe Quay - 0: Now 
town 4 Caerswa 0; TNS 1 Rhej«^t 
Town 0. Pee t pa— mcertmolhen Tosei y 
Aran Udot Conwy v Rhyl. 


Dap A Red 


Swtndon _ (P) 1 Was (0)0 

OnuonBB 

Bwledea TMe. Robkwon, HeO. Haftert 
iwemrs 8^. Taylor. Bemms, Ndan (Wstson 
81). Hw, Onuora. Bullock. Dmis. Subs not 
mad: Reeves. 

W s l ai rtw am f SWweO. AtMns. GIRas. 
menards, Saegiey. Curia. End) Ian, Rablnscn. 
Comony. KUne, CBtara Bubs rat used: 
Cartm. M»ey. IMMMagMn. Booked: Curie. 
AIM n.827. Haft F Stream (Notdnghnm); 


Tl — iaa Coyna. ABsn. Th m sps o n. MoSreaL 
HflL Iran. Mahon. Sanbs, Jones (Parkiman 
WLMaHon. Taylor, sum noT need: Merrtmay. 

Ta ad u faad Sorensen. MMdn.Bcoe. Ban. 
Mfkat BoUar. Rae. dark. Quinn. Bridgaa 
[DIcMo 551. Gray (McCann 65). Subs not usart 
Humana. Bonked: (Mm. Dtehta. 

Am 14^40. RaCi B Boras (Scarborough). 


Wat ford (0)1 Bristol Cfty _ (0) O 

Smart 57 



DR MARTENS PREMIER 


R wtfcyiT 


WMtlnn ji)» Pert Vale (0): 

Murphy S Naylor 50. 58 

BortttazzlM 
■ Hughaantpen) 

Wnt Bram WhhMwad, Hohnes. PMbr. 
BcrtoUzzL Murphy. Carbon, Msrasca. 
Snaama. Qumo <pa FrsdM «JL Hughaa. 
Kflbane. Subs net usarfcAngaLUarton. 

Part VMa PUdnmai. HMsb.TsnkanL Bogla. 
Barnae (Baean 7^. AapM. Lyme. Talbot 
(McQHncltey 39). Foyto, Naylor. OCSHaghan 
[McQoadnrO). 

ASM Kab K LyncM (K« Hanmarton). 
L e a d in g g o brn wi (toad): M 
Hughas (Warn Brom). IT Stewart (Hud- 
dersfleld). IS Onuora (Swtndon); Bel- 
tamy (Norwich); Roberts (Norwlcn); Ward 
(Barnsley). 14 Mills (Bratton#-, 

Gunrtaugaaon (BoUrxi). 13 kora (Tran- 
mara): AMnbiyl (Bristol City). 11 Wln- 
daea (pxtard Utd); Groves (Grimsby)-. 
Johnson pp»“*.*i); Scowcndt (Ipe- 

wtch); Keane (Wotvarnampton). 


Kina'S lynn 



Nationwide League round-up 


Leaders undone as Taylor 
cuts a stylish dash for Rovers 


W HEN top meet bottom at 
the Stadium of Light 
today, the First Division lead- 
ers Sunderland will Ik anx- 
ious to bounce back from an 
unexpected defeat whereas 
Crewe will start the match 
looking for their second win 
of the festive season. 

Sunderland were beaten 
away for the first time this 
season at Tranmere. where 
Hovers’ Scott Taylor was sent 
dear in the 64th minute and 
ran 40 yards before beating 
Thomas Sorensen with a 
right-foot shot 
tt was only Sunderland’s 
second league defeat of the 
season and their ' manager 

Peter Reid said: “You can’t 
expect to win very match. 
. foawltyiy it is the kick up the 
backside we needed.” 

Rodney Jack inspired 
vtawe to their third home 
Jfn-oT the season by beating 
— 10 points but only 
places above them --3- 1 
81 Gwjsty Road- Colin Uttle 
ana Mark Rivers nodded 




Crewe into a 2-0 lead after the 
break and. although Andy 
Woodward cut the deftoit, Jer- 
maine Wright added the third 

in injury-time. 

But it was Jack who had 
really unhinged Burrs de- 
fence and Crewe’s manager 
Dario Gradi said: ’^Rodney is 
a match-winner and, if he can 
learn, then there's nobody 
more effective than Wm.” 

Oxford United, who today 
visit Portsmouth -* 
strueglers on form ana in fi- 
nancial terms — lost 3-1 to 
Crystal Palace at theManor 
Ground after conceding .two 
late goals. The Palace suhstt 
tute Clinton Morrison and 
tm Bradbury, from the spot, 
earned victory after °^ 

Windass had equalised the 
visitors’ opener with a 30 - 

dons suffered a setback at 
Queens Park Rangers^ where 

^ Clark of the ought.. 

byaTraxunerapU^ 



.< 4 


IsP^PL 



I o L F 

3 435 

4 5 35 : 
2 7 » 

7 4 30 : 
10 3 33 
0 5 34: 
B 0 28. 

8 7 23 
B 7 23 : 
7 820: 

7 6 25 : 
0 7 28 : 

8 0 27: 
7 0 31 ■ 

a s 21 ; 

ID 7 24 ! 

7 10 21 : 

a io 2B ; 

0 11 23 ; 

9 9221 

8 12 23 i 

a io 19 ; 

a ii 22 ; 

4 16 22 - 


M—fcg— I .TO1 Wbmb ml 

□Array 60 LUMI04 

■Mpaal tanka. Bryan. HO*. Bwtar. 

, H ug h— . BjvoMay, Sanoy. CMrtKxv Mcrwland. 

Ptarfon. Onafnid. Sub* out usaO; BuHmB. 
StUMamMi. Corfu*. 

Wlga* CarroM. Qraan. Bradabsw. McOIbbon. 
BAaMr. Sharp, KMort.arMnkB, UMML 
OTtaNL Bartow UoftM BSJ. SUw not Mfft L»o. 

AAM A147. MUiJ KkWy (ehanMO). 


CbHUfU (1)1 Ofdbaro (1)3 

YHMnaonl Alton 22. 85 

HoHBO 

CbartAfOaH Moraar, Hawtt NlcbalaM (John 
««). Curtta. wmiacna. BracMn. Hfttla (Lmgfi 
an. BAAMMcmL IHMftt. Ebdoo. MHbm. 
Saba not naatt Staupkfai. 


Okfhara Katty, McMwan. Bkinon. GevoML 
(Uckan.BiabMy. ABotL Sharldm. OriygMon, 
WMMHB Oorm 001. HotL Subt not UMkt 


D L F 
* 5 32 

4 .7 37 
-D 8 37 

3 7 38 

0 9 31 
3 8 38 

3 037 
8 0 28 

1 11 32. 
8 8 42: 

5 7 30. 
8 8 27 : 

4 9 28 : 
B 8 30 : 
8 9 30 : 
8 7 22 : 
4 11 28 
8 9 22 ! 
4 12 32 : 

10 0 25 : 
e '9 io : 
8 ii ir : 
3 14 25 : 
3 18 19 ■ 


I ■u m a* (8)1 Hiy * CRl 

Currl *50 ForlMon21 

■armt Huriaoo. Sttckfey. Corrf*. Baaluna. 

I FonL Artnr.SwilA.Daalan. Charts. 
McGkrtnft. WIUw (King B5), Sum aof ua*d' 
OmwASnym. 

Pf f i iAfi 8b— NU LAiMBA B wtn ariclc. 
BAMBt. I H M U o t i. Wound. Bartow. Buraanay. 
PMHpa. Jaan (Marahan SB). Fprtwm. Suba not 
raao: udCail AiUm.* 
am KSWfM K Hfll (Floyaiin). 

Brighton _ » 3 Brantford p)1 

IhamaiM rrnamanm 

Mlraon33, ArnonTH 

BriMHaaOnnarod. BrawM.SIurgM. Mhron. 
Johnaon. AmoiLTlMaa*, Amotrang. Han 
(Moralaa «SL Barfear. Culrariieuaa. Sola nor 
naad: Mayo. Anaab. 

M*IM Daaraaa FOIan. Andarwo. 
Kraklarsaon. Ookm, BaM (tkyas 7B). 
Fkaamn. Habal (ponunaJHaet 82), Oanaa, 
Rmaanda. Maboa, Sub net aaa* Oatmy. 

Ath 4 338. IMk B KnigM (Orpfaignn). 


SPORTS NEWS 17 

Pompey 

IEMIER LEAGUE ‘ . ^ 

Hum is5w;s set for 

im raaeb, 20 10 7 3 26 11 37 ^ ■ 

do 20 0 8 5 42 20 S3 

tnhn luaa SO 7 0 S S3 26 M I ■ 

HtamraB 20 6 7 7 10 98 38 QQl AV T/^ 

kata 20 8 5 8 21 27X3 I »“• III 

antaan 20 6 5 a 31 30 33 

ndaa IS 8 8 9 17 20 » 

adaalMM 20478 10 24 10 . ■ 

~..-ZT.: northern 

O-DomflO 

■to* Oooglaa. Smith. ^mJmSvOI). 11^ 

raenik.Irvtia.AiiaaraaalAraiandaa). I t fl i t i 

tfy, ktabiqyOWoTB). Falconer. ^TM m ^ 

— — i — f a nnHiMura-bnua a 


P W D L FA 
10 12 4 3 35 18 
20 10 7 3 20 11 
20 0 8 5 42 20 


20 0 5 8 21 27 
20 6 5 021 » 


20 4 7 8 10 24 
20 2 10 8 10 32 


s*™. McOHay. 

AMI 8448. MR F*manm(Danoaatar). 

n* M W ml Cu Mwit ir ( 0)0 

SraUh26.Hafaa7a(paii) 

Fk— ii Taylor. UNanbaak. Bravaa. Morgan. 
CotarBan.3Vroon». Ha y wan t Br ae* < a II 

(TranopaM). I loi—aid (Haylea 70). 

P— hfiplldB (LahniMinTII). Bi— ». 
ralaliaakaa Dnim aon. Donna. Oaca. 
williams. Braan a. Brahia.W»Mna.D.Qrapory. 
Dozxaii (Sola 79), AbnOwna (Lock 40), Stairpa 
(N. Gregory 05). 

Ath l i£Sl Haft P WUkm (WkMkM]. 


Ipawkh — (3)3 PortamooUi-mo 

Naylor 23. 2S. Dyar 31 

biaatuh WrlntiL KamMOy. Thalia. Mowbray. 
Vamn, Qapnam, Dyar {Qrombla 87). Hodand. 
Paw (Hotear02).Aboa pMmaon 74). Naylor. 
Ainaamifi Pabarann. THogaraan yambx 
40). ParratL-nwraaon, Robliiaan. tgoa. MKsr. 

inaction (Andraasaon4Q, Slmpoon. pivun, 
Chrtdga (NlgNlnoBloaq. 

AH, 21 JDS. M pftoblnaoti (Hull). 

Oxford Utd (0)1 CPdao* (0)3 

Wndaaam FianerS 

Mon hoc 78 
BradborySOlpan) 

Oxford IM4 Garrard. Robtaaon. PowaU. wrfgtK 
(Cook BS). Wataon. Wanan (WBatarman 07). 
ftomy. ftnith. Thomaon (Baauchamp^fi), 
Wlndaaa, Murphy. 

CryaaM ra‘ MIHar.jkial.8mim. Moor* 
(RbZD B0L Untonan, Raw. Bunon, OlM. 
Bradbure. Janam (Monaco 45). Rodgar. Grin 
notuas^Uumna. 

AIM 0378. MPDanaon (Lakawarl. 

ON (2) A Mana n a.— .(0)0 

Murray tl. Pa acock ia 
OPHMBAaiD. Hakma. Par s e tou g h. Morrow, 
RaaJy.Maddlx.RoBa, Paamrli. Sharon 
(Sainarl). QaOao, Murray, 3<mo not u«8<L 

RowtamLScuay- 

Manrfch Wax. Kanton (Rvbaa 20). Maefcay. 
Grard, WBsob, Jadson. Adams. Marahafl 
(Run** 01). Robarta, Coofa (Flaming 81), 

aSmsSi . mil a fkUay (Bunmwad). 

Stockport. (0)O Bnwloy fij 1 

DaZaaow20 


Uacata (0]1 ItAoclaaflald ■ (0) O 

HotaasSO 

moot* Vaughan, BamaL Biroaon. Flaming. 
Hobnaa. Auatfn. Brabln, nrwlgan, Battanby 
{Kara #2). Thorp*. MUiar. Sum not uaad: 
wamLAiekio. 

HraMkHPrin. Mtoberu Mgram (Payne 
B3L HowartuYlooiLSodlB. Qwrtoa, SorM. \ 
TomHnaan (SadgamoraSB). iiadas (AakaySl). i 
WMnahar. 

Alb 3.732. M D Crick (Wmaaiar Park). 


Cardiff m3 ShrowstMary-gDC 

WUSBma40.Nubani4g 
HU S3 

CarWH HBNaorti, Datnnay. Fart, U Henan. 
Young, Carpenter. HM (MMdhMm 71), 
OSUBiraii (Laag Bi). WBons. Nugent 
(ThomoaBO), Hnriar. 

IknwrfKnCcoktiiv SMdsurv Hmiur 

Wldta|!mMrtM?MS!nSffUra. Kamgan. 
Jaghta (Brant ST). Praaoa.M0ng (Craven 
6m. Sub net uaaoe Baarara. 

AIM XSM. a« b CDdUngmi (snatflaid). 


MBarafl (0)1 Bou mm Bi — (1) « 

Harris St Warren2S 

Stain BI 

■MMmM SpudL Blrenain (Sad liar 02), Ryan, 
CahfU. Stuart Fltznarakl, Raid [Hockton 7S). 
Bowry. Harrta. Shaw. NaUL Suba not umd: 
Room. 




Notts Co — (31 a Mrthmptx (0)1 

GranU riowey72 

Hamar B.Rhhartnn «4 
HatnCaWiM. Hanoon. Pmraa. Radmila. 
Wmtay. W cn aidaon. Owata. Hu a h aa, Gram 
Uaokson 87). Jonas. Murray (LBwrd 78). Sum 
nociMChSiraddar 

MnrHmapfmn Turiay. GOO. Praia Sampson. 
Howay. Hope ( T raaetona 40). Hurt (Pear 63). 
Sanaa. Garanin, wnmnon (Hum am, 

Spaddlng. 

AH, B. 131. MabROiMsr (Sutton CoUdakl). 

Moka— .( 0)0 Wnaatnn ( 1)1 
jackaon7 

Ha MuggMon. Pa«y. Small. Stgurduon, 
Robkwon. Woods (Croara 46). Kaan, Kavanagh , 
Tlronia. Ufltvbouma. OWtMM. Sub* nol uaad: 
Keam. Slurildg#. Booked: Sown, Stgurtaaon. 
Preen* Luess. Parkinson. Kidd, Murtaok. 
Jaekaon, Gragan, Cartwright RanMoa. Mackan 
(Harrta 88), ByflaM [Nogan 01). Byraa. Subanoi 
nnrt' flu kiwi m 

Ara 23272. RaaaFranUand (MUdhabraugh). 

WrtaaS ma Wy nwb a (02 

Rairanail 21, B4 MoSporranra 

Brownes 

W d i MWMw, Marali, Pokaan, Porter. 

Oroan. Vlwaah, Wraek. Oaa. Ramaall, 
UtrunoiMnmpaon. Bun not uaad: Briaaeo, 
Evans, Tlroma*. 




Wraxtnm - (0) O UanCtty pqi 

WhkaaaSS 

Wvaxbawi CartwrMn. McGregor . Hardy, 
Bronaner. RkBar. (Rilnk. Cooks, Owen (Chalk 
73). Connolly. Rush. wart. Son* not wad: 
Roberta. Morral. 

Naa CBv Waaw, Crooka, EdpiflL Wakana. 
Vaugban. Hortocfc. Brown. PoUoek. Taylor 
(Qoour73). Bhhop (WMPay 88). RuaaeO 


(CHd(iiv60). 

AIM BJM0. Raft T Jonm (BBrnawto-fianant. 

York 10) 3 Bwnlay 0) 3 

Hall 54 Payton 23 

Rowa B1.72 Robertson E0 

Armstrong 87 

Yoric IBrnms, McMillan. HaD. Garrou. Jonas. 
Bairaa. CarmaHy. Jortan, Onasau II, Row*. 
Hbnawortn. Subs not used: Omroan, 
Prandaraast Rannlsaa 
BwratawCrfahtna, Pwkartag, Morgan. POnt 
Brass. Rokt Robertson. Anrotrong. Cooke, 
Payton (Handaraon SB). Eastwood (Swan 70). 
StMa not uaad: VtndMra. 

AM, 5^30. BaM 5 Malblason (Stockport), 
laa dfc g MQfe era ra (total): 17 
Stain (Bournemouth). IB Aa aba (OUling- 
hanc i tor Reading); Payton (Bunday). 

14 Rairanail (Walsall); croaswoil (York). : 
1* Hayte3 {Fulhanr. 10 tor Brtetol 
Rraracs); Horefleld (Fulham; S lor HalUaa). < 
11 Barlow (Wlgui); Gouer (Man 
city); Gray (Luton). 10 CureCon (Bristol 
Rovara); Davis (Luton). B Carazrin 
(Nortfiamptori): Williams (Reading): Shaw 
(MUhHdl). 


York 

Hall 84 
Rowa BI. 72 


■ (total 4): 9. 34. 27. 45. 
i (IB): 3, 11. 12. 13. IS. 


, 11. 12. 13, IS. 10. 10. 20. 
38. 38. 40, 42, 48. 47. MWB- 
tan (8): 2,22.31. 88. 


the Suuderland midfielder is held 

PHOTOGRAPH; JAMS PAWLOWBM 


34,38.44.48.1 

23.38.47. 


Second Division 

BULHAM moved two 
■ points clear of Walsall 
at the top of the table after 
a fourth successive victory, 
2-0 at home to Colchester. 

Neil Smith headed Kevin 
Keegan's team into the lead 

In the 26th minute and 
Barry Hayles, a ■£ 2 million 
substitute, secured the win 
with a penalty three min- 
utes after coming on. “We 
can play a lot better,” Kee- 
gan waned before today’s 
game at Northampton. 

Walsall had a goal disal- 
lowed and missed a penalty 
during their 2-2 draw at 
home to struggling 
Wycombe. Andy Rapunell 
was denied a hat-trick by 
an offside flag and Bjaxni i 
Larosson hit his spot kick 
over the bar. Walsall 
briefly trailed 2-1 to goals 
by Jermaine *McSporran 
and Steve Brown. 

Manchester City warmed 
up for today's game at 
home to Stake with a wel- 
come but undeserved vic- 
tory at Wrexham. “That 
was one of our worst dis- 


WHtamlO Qroon*cr#78 

Rylva MeNaugbmnao 

■aaaflald Bowline. Fora. Harper. Rydw. 
WUra (Slaaonan), HaekatLScbeflaid. 

, Wakar.LoriTKir.CtolaUa.Talloa Suba not 
use* Alaidyro. Bacon. 

■ ew bu i a ui^ Waavar. Jaekaon. ABdnarxi. 
RwaaB. Ranntaon. MeNaagMan. Wornl 
(MflboumaflS). Hoytand, Bnxfa (RoMnaon 86). 
GroamiEro. Daba lataara. 8bba not uaad: Carr. 
AIM SA06. RafcT MaMsron (Newton AyuOSa). 


Bohomlsns 1 Shamrock Rovara 1; Dundalk 
OBray Wanderers i; University CoO 
DufaUn 2 St Patricks Ath 2; watariord UM 0 
Cork Cfty 2. lat a rtay! Cotarolna 0 
BaOymona 1; Cruaaden 1 CSftonvIlle 0; 
Gkanavon 1 Portadown 0 (Absndonad 
abar SOaSnst Unflrtd 1 Glentorsn 1. Pnrt- 
p*B*«b Omagh Town v Nawiy. BM- 
laiaa Oaac DtoUUary 0 Carrick 0. Pomp 
powd t Bangor v Arda; Larne v 
Ballyciare: Umavady Utd v Dungannon 
Barilla. 

HU mmONAL UA0 U3 Praa n la r 
DMaton Snelbouma 2 Darry City 0. Fori- 
immmmIi Ron Harp* v Sligo Rovers. 
Saturday 26th Docsmbor 1088 





BawHwp*. (0)1 HwtMpOOi — (D| O 

FormtorBS 

■eunlfcot** Evan*. Flekang. Dawson. Logan. 
Karsiay, Hops, Waaear, Forrester. Eyre 
(Marshall 87). Gayle. CaNo-GardA. Suba nol 
I used: BoP. WkWanhiy. 

H w d ap aa l Motto. Knowtaa. SmBb. Barren. 

Laa, MoGuddn, MMar, 3MUM. Howard. 

MkkWay. Hu b. Saba n« uaad: inrina. Downey. 

Attt3JS2I.RafiM Masalas (York). . 

So uth a»» il _ (i) a Ps tM tara _ p)0 

i nttpsMdia.HmraianTD 
AnnH iaa it Margatsoa Beard. Dublin. Rogat 
(Money 77). Newman, Cotanuuv Burna. Uven. 
Contop. Fitzpatrick. HougMNT (Ctarka 21) 

Saba net uaad: Mabw. 

Pa Urtun aaMTyiar. Hooper. Drury. Darias. 
BtxDoy. Butter. FarraB. Castle. Broughton. 
McKenzie. Edwrington (Qradofl 07). Suba not 
uaad: Hinton, Soon. 

Alt B.150L RaM Q Singh (WoMrtamptoh). 
La*dhgi t ratoc ovar e (totolj: 14 Fof- 
raatar (Scunthorpa). 1» Peacock (Mana- 
Hokl): Owusu (Brentford). 13 Glover 
(RoUtertiORiK vnuiamu (Craifffl). 11 Par- 
tridge (Torquay); Butter (Cambridge 
Utd); Ben|emln (Cambridge Utd). io Char- 
lory (Barnet): McKercde petortor- 
ough). 3 Boech (Hartepool); Minton 
(Brighton); Aleop (Swanaeo): Paksi- 
eon (HaHta): Toytfr (Cambridge Utd). 


mlar DlalalaMi PualiiuwaiM Barnstaple Tn 
v Bldatord; Bishop Sutton v ICayn- 

aham Trc BriaBndton v Bacfcwall Ufct Bris- 
tol mf v MangouAatd Utd; MaBoham 
T^i v Ctilppenham Tm Odd Dowo v FauHon 
Rvra: ThiBtUm Tn v Elnma; Weatbury 
UU v Caine Tn; Yeovil TR v BridporL 


plays of the season,” said 
City's manager Joe Boyle 
after Gerard Wiekens' 58th- 
mtarate header had moved 
his side up to seventh place. 

Immediately above them 
are Bournemouth, who 
won 2-1 at MlllwaH thanks 
to Mark Stein’s brilliant 
late goaL He played a one- 
two with Steve Fletcher be- 
fore beating the advancing 
Nigel Spink. 

Chesterfield slipped to 
eighth after losing 3-1 at 
home to Oldham. The 20- 
y ear-old Mark Allot* scored 
twice to give Oldham only 
their second away win of 
the season. 

. Kim Grant, on Inan from 
MUtwalL scored after 48 
seconds to set Notts County 
on their way to a 3-1 win 
over Northampton. The bot- 
tom club Lincoln improved . 
their chances of survival by j 
beating their fellow strag- 
glers Macclesfield 1-0 with 
a 50th-m±rrute goal by Steve 
Holmes. A Late Gordon 
Armstrong strike earned 
Burnley a 3-8 draw at York. 


P «a nd*a — ( 0)0 C*Kfc>___(2)3 

O-Domno 

RMOII2 

Drag la, an tool 

Owaria* Douglas. Smlm. Ropera (Sharp S3). 
Adatocuk. inrtna. Anoaraoa (Aimand eat. 
Ctrady, McbWqy (Aon 75). Falconer. 
McSkumBkig. Tweed. Sube not uaad: RaiwWa. 
LaitollakL 

C an to GouM. Boyd. Malta. Baaxts. laraaon. 
OTtoonob, Lambsn. MorawA. Burenin 
(Brattbekkaa). Rtowfa (McNmraia 78). M)aUbv 
Subaoaiuaec AitnonL McBrida.Corr. 

AIM MUMS. RaM W Younp (Ctatkaan). 

nmfmtoria (0)1 Ahar ri aan (0)3 

SbawSS inpBeES 

Jaa*75 

DwMnMM Bwdaf. SMaato. McCuBocn. 
iraiani. FroncA. HiuSora. SnAn. Broun 
(bnoao 821. Patna. Shaw. Squlras. Subs not 
uas«t Wssiwatar. Fat guaon. Graham, Martin. 
I kw4 a aa WW *. F any.Wnyta. P epper 
(Nawa003Lln0ia.Jaaa.lCk1rtou.Pow. 
Bucnan. Rawaon. Wbnan. Suba nol uaad. Hao. 
Glue*. Eaauq Good. 

AtK 7.873. Hafi K Claik IPitriBy) 


ilHnoall. MacPharaoa Baker. 


Moraaomwt*. UcGewna. RaUiy. Mbcbafl. 
Dunart(Ualnod7B].MccoWptobaria74i 
WrtgM (Hanry Mg. HML Sub* OM uaad. 


C UmMj m a» Ik oltt ra r ti i* — (0)3 
Taylor? KnMS6.08 

DanpuntoZS, MiksmSO 
raraMridpa IW torn Hacadan. Cbanary. 
Aibboo. Ouncan. Joaapb. Campnaii.wanigaa. 
Taytor (ilustoaea). Buttar. Baajamrt RbmsM. 
Suba not ma± Praaaa, MMhw. 

IMtoNMara FoNB. Warner. Dnton. Oarnw. 
Knin. Raraa Wh ha. Ingtodow. Scott (HoKoa 
1 U)).OIcrar. Horat-Sros not used: Thompson. 
HUwrtaon. 

aim Bjm. aak U Flechar (Wartay). 


Kiaatar (0) 1 Torquay (D) 1 

i Flack 80 UwGS 

■aatar Bayes. FVy. Pownr. Baddatov (Braalan 
89), Gala. Qlttani. RowboMm (QuaUayW), 
Rees, Flack. Curran. Gartner (Holloway 70). 
Tut i prapgu uBiaH. Tuny. Hanara. RoMnaon. 
Tbomaa. LawtoBMr. Aggray, McQorry. La*. 
ParbMga. HBLSuba nelusad: Hrogooo. 
Dadsau. Wataon. 

AIM 6575. M P Taytor (Cbaalua^ 


H*3f*x — mo DartneBM— mo 
HaBhra Maittn, Thadraroy. Bradahaw (Powar 
54). Sanori J. Ihrphy. Stoneman. Newton, 
Lucas. WWama, Hanaon. Brawn Suba not 
used: WI0a.S. Murphy, 
ria HugCuii Praaca, BntmwoU. Barnart. 
UdOa.TUBU. BarawK. luah, Qtvw. Haytor 
(RcbartaB%Q*bbt*clW.AadnaoaSubanol 
unit Hunt. Darner. 

AtM3£97. Raft M Wwran (Walaau). 


Hn4i HD i Cka at a r rj: 

D’Aurta 83 FMcraflS 

Whitney il(og) 
mm Wltoon. HocWng (Moriay 010. Swatoa. 
Whtttto. Perry. WMtnay, McGlnty (Dutkay 26). 
D’Anrio. WBDams. Fauiconbrtdg*. Peacock. 
Sub im uaad: Edwaraa. 
CMaaaarOuttot.R t c b a ra aon SmBi. Rato. 
Oarioton. Woods, FMcroA. PriaaL Murphy. 
Corny (Wriipit 7^, Atann (ShaBon aq . Sub 
nol uaad: Thompson 

Aw0ABliMyPRa)ar(La«ndn0ton8pa). 


LOilant — « 1 TuMitMH — , (0) 1 
Smith 60 (pan) AM0pB3 

Layta ti Oila ra MacKarato. WalaoliBefW. 
Lock wo od. Smtoi, lngtodMrpo.aart.Llng. . 
Joaaph.TUcbarta (Wana 73).Oil8a» (State 
88). BaalL Sub notuaad: Canham. 
i wwwaa* n " a a a l u ti B .Jona».Howart(Blrt79), 
Cusack, SmML Bound, Coraro (Prloa 7BJ. 
Ihomaa.Alaep.wafkia.AppNby.BUbiMuaad'. 
Jackins. 

aim 63*3. RaM o Jortan (Tring). 


Laacblan. StrakL 

■ aaia Wauaaat Ffa ai i ay. McKinnon, watt. 
McFtMKBOd. Locke. Murray [Mahal 85). 
HcHwagan (Quhonoo 74). HamWon (Hokaaa 
02L Fu Ban, Ftogal. £die not used: McKanzto. 
Ham. 

Am HUBS RafcJ RowbonaAi (KMcaldy) 

IMh*n*8(D)l Dunriwa Utd — (0) O 
McWtonSO. BrannanST 
WalhanwaMWpOda. McMMan. Brannan. 
Vaiakar). Coyta. Thomas, McCuHocn (Adanw 
7SL Doaiaburg (CbrisHs 48), Taato, Norin (May 
74). Spancer. 8tM not load- Rarnaay. 
BanMar. 

Baaalaa wadComba. Matoaa (SkokSmetk 78). 
Fana raan. F ed araan (IHIIar 62). Ototaaon. 

Zonortund (Dolan BZ1, Eaaton. Midhto. Oodda, 
Da Wdb, PascaaL Suba Ml uaMt Ttiompaon. 
Qaltachar. 

AIM6JB1. AMk D McDonald (Edinburgh) 

H— gara „m)i St Johnston* (DIO 
Pantnm 

Raman noa. Porrinl. Amoroao, Hendry. 
Fergraon-Kan ch al a ida (McCann 40). Van 
BroncUnraL Atoartx. GuivaraTi (Wfton 70). 
Wallaca (Millar 001. Vtoniar. Sum not uaad. 
Amato, Brawn. 

i Main. MeQuIRan. Daaoric. 

. Kamsgnan. CNsk. Kam. ucUanon (Lowndes 
66). Connolly (Grant 60), Boltan, MeAnupto 
: (Simao8B).DDda.attoa notuaad: OriMn, 
Robortaoa 

AIM 49A70. RaM A FraaiaiM (Abartaoni. 

I sailing goohooraro (total): is 
Larason (Coluc). IB WaOaco (Rang era). 

13 Albonz (Rangora). 10 Jem (Aber- 
deen): Adams (Motherwell: dgin far Ross 
Co). O Dodds (Dundee Lhd; three tor 
Aberdeen): Hamilton (Hearts); Johansson 
(Rongera). S WrtgM (KIlRisniock). T 
Annand (Dundee): Coyle (Matitonaeil); 
Donnelly (Celtic). 8 Van Bronckhom 
(Ran^ra). B Adamczuk (Dundee); Burley 


FIRST DIVISION 


p w D L F A Pis 

21 14 5 2 44 22 47 

21 12 5 4 38 » 41 

21 11 * 8 29 23 37 

21 11 3 7 41 28 33 

21 0 6 8 17 25 XS 

21 6 0 7 20 25 » 

21 5 0 0 25 32 33 

21 5 5 11 21 28 IO 

21 4 0 921 30 30 
21 3 1 17 20 43 10 


Evans7 
Black 40 (pen) 
AK2J60 

FsUfc (1)3 

IkJKMsonSZ 
KaUh65.B0 
Alt 3280 

Or Horton. (1)1 

J Anderson 

«£IW 


■bemian - (2)3 
MtfflnlsyJS 
PaaMalnan41,50 


RaHh (1)2 

Comaron 11 

Sbrin 74 


Ctydabank — (0)1 
DochenyB6(pM) 


StKIrron (01O 


Ayr 

Alt 14,108 


SECOND DIVISION 

P W 0 L F A 
Livingston 20 13 6 1 38 21 

I — n sa w sCT 20 11 5 4 41 31 

Ctyd* 20 8 8 5 28 20 

Particle 20 9 2 9 21 22 

WU0M8 19 0 3 B 29 31 

ABoa 10 8 3 8 42 29 

Artraolb 19 7 4 0 10 24 

EMatfVe 20 6 4 ID 25 38 

Gtoeen of SeaAh 20 3 0 11 20 20 

talar 10 2 4 13 IB 37 


Ctydo — 

A1CZJB73 


mo PorGek (1)1 

McDonald 12 


East FHo — (tl 3 ImramooaCT (0)2 
AHenas TaaadsleS3 

Dak 74 McLean 88 

Martin 67 Alt 094 

Queen Stt. (1)2 Livingston — m2 
Earns 1 (pom Minor 40 

MaRanS/ Blngnam72 

Att 1.221 

THIRD DIVISION 

P W D L FA tk 

RoeeCauaty 20 15 1 4 50 20 4S 

I BnckM 10 11 8 2 24 13 3S 

BMakssaro* 20 10 4 6 32 21 34 

rManharton 19 0 4 7 25 21 23 

AB N * 20 0 3 0 24 36 27 

Harwich 18 5 0 5 23 23 24 

Quean's Park 20 5 6 8 23 25 21 

bstSOrteg 20 3 9 8 24 27 13 

Cu wilsoliaMHi 20 5 3 12 20 36 18 

88— ton— 18 3 5 11 18 41 14 


Roas Co — toll C ou u dwhlh — (0)0 
GoaMMkSZ AK1A42 


Hiker ZL 44 WattarOO 

Alt 1230 Ban-JO 

HmaAND UUUMIBI Brora Rangers 
1 Wick Academy O; Clachnaeuddln 5 Fori 
WUrlam 1; Daveronvala 2 Buckle Thto- 
Ua 6: Forrea Mechanics 10 Malm County 2x 
FTOaertuirgh 0 Potarnaad 0 (aban- 
doned Bher 30ml ns); HunUy 0 Cove 
Rangers 1 (Abandoned after 45inlns): 
Loealemoutn 0 Elgin City 4. Rothes i Kehh 
7. 


Third Division 

C ARDIFF moved six points 
clear at the top of the 
Third Division after a 3-0 win 
over Shrewsbury at N Lilian 
Park on Saturday. 

The Bluebirds took the lead 
through the f ormer Coventry 
striker John Williams, who 
scored with his second at- 
tempt after hitting the post. 
Kevin Nugent headed the 
second and the former Totten- 
ham and England Under-21 
midfielder Danny Hill scored < 
thethird. 

Mansfield survived a rally 
by Scarborough to go second 
with a 3-2 home win. Lee Wil- 
liams, Stuart Ryder and Steve 
Harper put the Stags on the 
road to victory before Scar- 
borough hit back through 
Chris Greenacre and Michael 

McNaughton. 

Fourth-placed Cambridge. 
3-2 winners at home to Roth- 
erham, were indebted to Neil 
Mustoe, who scored a last- 
minute winner after two 
headers from Rotherham’s 
centre-back Alan Knin had 
pulled them level. John 
Taylor and Trevor Benjamin 


Pay Symes 


A LAN BALL will dis- 
/ \ cover tomorrow If 
I ^Portsmouth are to be. 
spared a winter grappling 
against relegation by 
money pumped in from a 
northern-based consortium 
close to announcing a take- 
over of the aiHwg club. Mar- 
tin Gregory is ready to sell 
his large shareholding to a 
Halifax businessman. 

Ball described his team’s 
performance in the 3-0 de- 
feat at Ipswich as a “dis- 
grace’’ but, if his mind wan- 
dered from the action, he 
could be forgiven because 
an ofT-field revolution Is 
seemingly at band. 

Gregory, owner of 97 per 
cent of Portsmouth's 
shares, is ready to sell his 
stake to a consortium 
headed by Warren Smith, a 
businessman who tried and 
failed to buy Pompey from 
Gregory three years ago. 

Smith has remained in 
touch with Gregory with- 
out until now finding a for- 
mula to seal a deal. Greg- 
ory, son of the recently 
deceased Jim Gregory who 
bought the club 10 years 
ago. has always maintained 
it was worth £8 million. 

But recent death threats 
from angry Portsmouth 
fans against him and his 
children have altered his 
attitude and last week he 
voluntarily gave np the 
chairmanship and a place 
on the board as a first step 
in the club's sale. 

The new chairman Les 
Parris took over only on 
the understanding that 
Martin Gregory and his 
family were prepared to 
sell their shares, a request 
to which he quickly agreed. 

Late on Christmas Eve it 
was announced that a take- 
over was near and a press 
conference has been called 
for tomorrow morning. 

The group will inherit a 
club in disarray. Debts 
total £5 million, some 
£3 million of it to the Greg- 
ory family estate in unpaid 
loans, a players' wage bin 
of Premiership proportions 
and a break-even crowd fig- 
ure of 16,000 which is . be- 
yond a club In 21st position 
in the First Division. 

Pompey also owe around 
£750.000 to file builders of a 
new stand and are losing 
£40,000 a week. Relegation 
is a distinct possibility un- 
less the team is strength- 
ened. Saturday’s defeat was 
their 13th in 25 matches. 

For the last two years 
Gregory, who admits he 
never shared his father’s 
passion for football, has 
been negotiating the sale of 
the club to an American 
group led by Brian Howe, a 
Portsmouth-born former 
rock singer, and a Florida 
property millionaire, Vince 
Wolanin. But they could 
not agree terms despite nu- 
merous meetings. 

Smith, like the Ameri- 
cans before him, is keen to 
develop land adjoining the 
100-year-old Fratton Park 
into a new stadium. It is 
owned by the Rail Board- 
hut currently unused. Plan- 
ning permission to include 
leisure and shopping facul- 
ties may prove a problem, 
as the city council has al- 
ready indicated. 

Ball, who has 3V4 years of 
his contract to run, will 
hope money becomes avail- 
able far new players. After 
Richard Naylor had scored 
twice and Keiron Dyer an- 
other in the first 31 min- 
utes for Ipswich, the match 
ceased to be a contest. 

Today Portsmouth enter- 
tain Oxford, (£13 million 
debts), when both sets of 
fans will join in a protest at 
the handling of their clubs. 


had put Cambridge clear be- 
fore that. 

Halifax are fifth after a 

goalless draw at home to Dar- 
lington, while Peterborough 
and Scunthorpe, both on 36 
points, fill the remaining 
play-off places. Peterborough 
drop to sixth after a 2-0 defeat 
at their manager Barry Fry's 
farmer dub Southend. Trevor 
Fitzpatrick and the fanner 
Norwich defender Rob New- 
man were on the mark. 

Jamie Forrester scored the 
only goal as Scunthorpe beat 
Hartlepool and Leyton Orient 
are one point off the play-off 
zone after a 1-1 home draw 
with Swansea. 

Bottom-of-the-table Hull 
sunk deeper into the relega- 
tion mire with a 2-1 home de- 
Teat to Chester. David D'Aur- 
ia’s goal was the only reply to 
David FLLtcroft’s score and 
Jon Witney’s own-goaL City 
now trail Scarborough by six 
points. 

Barnet and Plymouth, 
Exeter and Torquay, and 
Rochdale and Carlisle- all 
i drew their games 1-1. 
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Premiership 

Manchester United 3 Nottingham Forest 0 


Beckham’s 
artistry puts 
Forest in 
the shade 


Marie Redding on 

the lethal footwork 
that led to an 
unwanted statistic 


T EE halfway point in 
the season and Man- 
chester United are 
still in the hunt for 
their fifth Premiership title, 
albeit without necessarily 
showing a great deal of 
conviction. 

Much huffing and puffing 
was required against Forest 
before the cry of “timber” 
could be heard from the home 
bench, and a single win in 
seven games seems thin bal- 
last to he carrying into what 
should be one of the season's 
de fining moments at the table 
toppers Chelsea tomorrow 
night “It’s looking Light at 
the top and consistency is the 
key factor now,” said Alex 
Ferguson. 


Match stats 


HanU Nott 

Possession 55% 45% 

Attempts on target 7 0 

Attempts off target 9 4 

Comers 7 2 

Fouls 10 10 

Offsides 7 2 

Bookings 1 3 


“Our record at Chelsea has 
been brilliant and we have 
been excellent down there — 
just like they have been up 
here at Old Trafford. We’ve 
always threatened to score 
goals down there and I hope 
that continues." 

The manager hopes to boost 
the team with the return of 
Andy Cole, the striker having 
pulled out of the Forest game 
with a groin injury, hut his 
partner and leading 12- goal 
scorer Dwight Yorfce remains 
doubtful with a similar 
prohlem. 

Jaap Siam may also be 
missing with an ankle injury 
but that may not be a bad 
‘-’thing- As Gary Neville was 
suspended, Henning Berg and 
Ronny Johnson enjoyed a 
Norwegian pairing at centre- 
back and helped United keep 
their first clean sheet since 
the goalless draw with New- 
castle on November 8. 

Ferguson has recently ac- 
quired the habit of leaping 
touchily to fire defence of his 
much criticised back four but 
he knows he has no fears for 
the Premiership's top scorers 


going forward, especially 
with David Beckham in such, 
commanding form. On Satur- 
day the young midfielder 
seemed pacler than before 
and his right boot has become 
so accurate it might have 
been commandeered to steer 
smart missiles on to Innocent 
civilians in an attempt to 
prop up a lame-duck Ameri- 
can president. 

Beckham was the fount of 
everything good that came 
from United on a typically 
filthy Manchester afternoon, 
underlining his remarkable 
resilience in bouncing back 
from that notorious World 
Cup nadir. 

“When I got home 1 knew I 
just had to get on with my life 
and ignore all the extreme 
criticism,'’ he explained. "It 
had crossed my mind that go- 
ing abroad might be one way 
of getting some peace but I 
soon realised that I didn't 
want to be anywhere but at 
Old Trafford.” 

That was good news for the 
55,000-plus at the ground, bad 
news for Forest, who to their 
credit put up a spirited show 
for at least the first 28 min- 
utes as they endeavoured to 
avoid equalling their own 
Premiership record of 16 
games without a win. One 
sweep of Beckham’s right foot 
ensured they would, his cor- 
ner dropping perfectly on to 
Johnsen's head for United’s 
opener. 

Johnsen scored again in the 
59th min ute, from Berg’s nod 
down, but the pick of the' 

b unch name three min utes 

later when Beckham wrong- 
footed the defence to release 
Ryan Giggs through a deli- 
cious chip over the on-rush- 
ing goalkeeper Dave Beasant 
It was United's 38th goal in 
the league and certainly 
among their best. 

“I don't think you will get a 
better piece of football any- 
where in the country,” Fergu- 
son said. 

Forest, firmly rooted at the 
bottom, take on Southampton 
today in a relegation six- 
pointer, still without their 
suspended striker Pierre van 
Hooljdonk. 

Their manager Dave Bas- 
sett was blowing hot and cold 
afterwards, insisting be was 
still optimistic, then adding: 
“If I thought getting Forest a 
new manager would benefit 
them I would resign. 

“But I am not going to sit 
down with the board and say 1 
can’t do it any more because I 
believe I can." 

But Forest's season went 
Pierre-shaped long ago. 




At fall stretch - . . Emmanuel Petit lunges to deny West Ham’s Eyal Berkovic possession as Arsenal confirmed they will not surrender their title lightly 

Arsenal 1 West Ham United 0 




A RSENAL may be on 
the march again hut 
this time everyone 
will see them com- 
ing. Last season Ar- 
sene Wenger’s team won the 
Premiership through a mix- 
ture of style and stealth; now 
their challenge will be silhou- 
etted against the horizon. 

Usually there is nothing 
like the experience of win- 
ning a championship for win- 
ning more championships 
and at first glance Arsenal 
would appear to be slightly 
ahead of schedule as they 
seek to retain a title for the 
first time since completing 
the hat-trick in 1985. 

A year ago a home win on 
Boxing Day saw them com- 
plete the first half of their 
league programme with 33 
points. Saturday’s victory 
over West Ham United at 
Highbury has left Arsenal a 


point worse off after 19 
matches, but now they are 
only four behind the leaders 
compared to 13 last season. 

Clearly Wenger's side are 
set to stay in the thick of what 
promises to be the closest 
race the Premiership has ex- 
perienced In its short history. 
What remains to be seen is 
how well equipped Arsenal 
are for a contest which win 
demand qualities somewhat 
different from those which 
saw them deny Manchester 
United a hat-trick with an un- 
beaten run of 15 wins and 
three draws. 

Last Christmas United 
could have been forgiven for 
believing they had broken the 
back of the contest; certainly 
the bookmakers thought so. 
Free of the pressure of expec- 
tation, Arsenal just kept on 
winning. 

But now, with at least five 
r ealis tic contenders. Arsenal 
will be asked to survive a 
more demanding series of title 
eliminators. Liverpool and 
Chelsea come to Highbury 
next month and Arsenal visit 
Old Traflbrd in mid-February. 

This afternoon they are at 
The Valley, which is rapidly 
becoming a slough of despond 


for Charlton Athletic, and 
anything other than an away 
win will be a surprise. With 
Chelsea and Manchester 
United playing tomorrow 
night, Arsenal could, if Aston 
vma lose at home to Sheffield 


Wednesday, dose the gap at 
the top to a single point 

Whatever happens, nothing 
will persuade Wenger to 
adopt the independent air of 
one who has broken the bank 
at Monte Carlo. As he pointed 
out on Saturday, all the 
Arsenal revival has 
amounted to so far is two 
home victories over Leeds 
and West Ham. “If we win 
five or six it could be differ- 
ent," he added but for that to 
happen his attack wQI have to 
start taking a higher propor- 
tion of its chances. 

The way Arsenal began 
against West Ham was 
strongly reminiscent of their 
visit to Blackburn Rovers last 
Easter Monday when a can- 
nonade of three goals in 14 
minutes ended any lingering 
doubts about their champion- 
ship potential. Except that 
this time an early goal turned 
out to be the only goal in a 
performance which petered 
out after half-time. 


The return to form and fit- 
ness of Dennis Bergkamp and 
the response this has drawn 
from his Dutch compatriot 
Marc Ovennars has provided 
the spark to reignite Ar- 
senal’s la tes t ohnmpinnghfp 
aspirations. When Ovennars 
accepted a first-time pass 
from Ray Parlour before eat- 
ing inside past Steve Potts 
and Trevor Sinclair to drive 
the ball in at the near post 
after seven minutes their sup- 
porters hugged themselves in 
nuticipaHnn of a substantial 
victory. ’ 

That it turned out to be 
nothing of tiie kind was partly 
due to a series of saves from 
Shaka Hislop, who had been 
slightly at fatdl with the goal, 
combined with further 
reminders of Rio Ferdinand's 
excellence as England's only 


Match stats 


Possession 
Attempts on target 10 
Attempts off target 14 
Corners 9 

Fouls 12 

Offsides 0 

Bookings 1 


Aral Ham 

54% 48% 
1 
5 


genuine sweeper. But Ar- 
senal’s profligacy was equally 
responsible. A solitary goal 
was a poor return for 90 shots 
with 10 on target ' 

The victory would surely 
have been more substantial 
had Nicolas Anelka not been 
forced off with an ankle In- 
jury on the half-hour. Berg- 
kamp 's scalpel was busy. 
Overmars was tormenting 
Sinclair and the Hnminanrg 
in midfield of Patrick Vieira 
and . Emmanuel Petit was ab- 
solute, but tiie speed and. -vi- 
sion of Anelka lay at the heart 
of West Ham’s discomfort 
and, when he was forced to 
give way to Christopher Wrefa, 
it was like replacing strip 
lighting with a 40-watt bulb. 

Wreh proved a competent 
replacement for the injured 
Bergkamp as Arsenal com- 
pleted the Double but, 
whereas Anelka looks to get 
behind defenders, the Libe- 
rian wants the ball played to 
his feet and on Saturday this 
introduced a flat note to what 
had been an exhilarating 
rhythfh. 

Arsenal will not want to 
lose Anelka for too long. Last 
season, after an uncertain 
start, the strength of his emer- 


Sheffield Wednesday 0 Leicester City 1 


Cottee’s sharp 


cut deepens 
the Italian pain 


Derek Potter 


. ANNY WILSON was 
I left to lament the loss 
. 'of his Italian connec- 

tion as his toothless Sheffield 
Wednesday side limped to de- 
feat by Leicester, one that left 
Hillsborough looking anx- 
iously below at a resurgent 
Blackburn and other poten- 
tial relegation escapees. 

Wednesday were without 
QOt only the disgraced Paolo 
Di Canto but also his compa- 
triot Benito Carbone, serving 
a one-game ban and allowed, 
to r et u rn to Italy for a family 
Christmas. Wilson badly 
needs Carbone’s talents at 
Aston Villa today and could 
lot begin to contemplate that 
he, Iflre Dl Canio, would not 
EulfU his duties to the dub. 

Wednesday had hoped Di 
[Taiiin (‘‘fri gg in g about some- 
where in Italy, I presume,” 
Wilson lamented), who could 
have solved the goal problem, 
would be back. City had the 

J3-year-old Tony Cottee, who 

lid score, and this in his 16th 
Christmas of football since he 
began at West Ham. 

It was gloom, then, for Wil- 
ton, who added two more 
reeks to the dub's ban (“defi- 
litely without pay") on Di 
Tanin for not returning after 
what was supposed to be a 
brief trip to Italy. Di Canio 
bad been scheduled to make 
iis comeback against Leices- 
:er after the expiry of his tong 
PA suspension for pushing 
jver the referee Paul Alcock. 

It was joy for O’Neill- Cot- 
ee has signed an extension of 
iis contract that will see him 
nto the new millennium and 
into his 36th year. Cottee’s 
>ighth goal of the season was 
mte and acute, drilled in at 
he far post a yard from the 
jyline after his former Ever- 
xm team-mate Andy fflehliffe 


made a hash of an intended 
clearance. 

"I felt like a 17-year-old 
again,’’ Cottee said after his 
33rd-minute goal earned City 
a second away win this sea- 
son and their first in the 
league here since 1970. 

Misses by Petter Rudi in 
the first half and N tolas Alex- 
andersson in the second after 
Ettule Heskey threatened to 
score at the other end guaran- 
teed a dour and goalless day 
for a workmanlike Wednes- 
day who were rarely 
inspirational. 

Anchorman in midfield 
rather than scorer is the role of 
Neil r.grtnrm, who intends to 
ignore a £6 million valuation 
and repeated interest by everal 
big dubs just as his manager 
has effectively reduced his 
chances of moving on. 

“Martin has created some- 
thing special at Filbert 
Street" said the 27-year-old 
Lennon, "and I want to see it 
through with the manager.” 

The strength of Matt Elliott 
in. defence, a strength that 
must make his long-time ad- 
mirers Liverpool envious, 
and the quality of Muzzy Izzet 
and Andrew Impey. not for- 
getting Cottee’s winning goal. 
Justified Lennon's loyalty and 
engineered Wednesday’s third 
home defeat 

Wilson’s despair about 
achieving a quick solution to 
the Di Canio problem was 
compounded by the absemce 
of Carbone, who had just hit 
form and scored three times 
in the previous three games. 

The statisticians say 
Wednesday remain the only 
team in the Premiership not 
to have hit the woodwork this 
season. Wednesday have also 
been offside the most, exceed- 
ing 100. Maybe they will 
knock on wood, stay onslde 
more and see a change in goal 
luck in the new year. 


Middlesbrough 1 Liverpool 3 


Fate turns on Pallister’s heel 


Jeremy Alexander sees Boro’s citadel 
breached at last amid a Riverside storm 


T WO seasons ago, 
when Middlesbrough 
were last in the Pre- 
miership, they lay 
low and for their match be- 
fore Christmas were unable 
physically or temperamen- 
tally to raise a team. On 
Saturday, lying fourth, un- 
beaten in II games and 
high on a victory at Old 
Trafford. everyone wanted 
to play. It wasfhtaL 
Gary Pallister tested a 
heel, reckoned he was fit. 
realised after 10 minutes 
“it was playing up” and by 
half-time had lost Boro the 
Initiative, the game and an 
unbeaten home record go- 
ing back 14 months and 28 
games. So much for Bryan 
Robson’s warning, “we 
must not get carried away”. 

The gale could have car- 
ried unwitting Christmas 
hats away for ever. The 
Riverside turned its force 
into eddies that played 


havoc with good intentions 
— though with Liverpool’s 
defence it is hard to know. 

When Pallister failed to 
get up for a corner Paul 
Ince, with a clear sight of 
the target, headed 90 
degrees askew to set up the 
first goal for Jamie Car- 
ragher. “Big Pally” was fur- 
ther exposed when Patrik 
Berger's 50-yard pass curled 
past him into Michael 
Owen’s streaking stride. 
Though Mark Schwarzer 
blocked, Pallister played the 
rebound bads to the keeper, 
who reflexively picked up. 
Jamie Redknapp converted, 
tiie indirect free-kick- 

Paul Gascoigne, .return- 
ing from suspension, took 
no time to get Into the book, 
a reckless fouL After that 
he played deep, eventually 
persuading the back three, 
whose distribution was 
woeful, simply to find him. 
It reduced Boro’s attacking 


potency but the equaliser 
came from a golfer's free- 
kick which he hung in the 
wind for Brian Deane to nod 
softly in as Phil Babb and 
David James fell short of a 
challenge between them. It 
was the second time these 
two had been at cross 
purposelessness. 

Liverpool, despite a seem- 
ingly ropy season, could 
move into the title shake-up 
if their defence could shore 
up. In the first hal& battered 
as a North Sea cod, they 
most have backed in panic 
clearance more times than 
Alan Hanse n in his career. 
They looked like the back 
line of a table-football team, 
controlled by outside band 
and all spinning and whack- 
ing in time and often getting 
the ball back in ricochet. 

But in the second half the 
midfield, supervised by 
Redknapp, lowered the 
game’s poise with posses- 
sion football. Then, at '‘the 
end Steve McManaman, 
able next week to sign pre- 
contract transfer terms, 
returned from injury, to 


show his misapplied skills 
— sinuous running and fat- 
uous finishing. 

His manager G&rard 
Houllier, calling htw» “a 
Bosman-case child**, says 
he wants to keep him, does 
not doubt his commitment 
if selected and challenged 
people to name 10 players 
in Europe with “that sort of 
touch and creativeness”. 

In the last minute Vegard 
Heggem skipped in from the 
right past four defenders, 
exploiting dummy runs, and 
flicked in the third goal with 
ihe outside of his right foot. 
It was the sort of goal 
McManaman should score 
regularly. But, as Houllier 
said, anticipating Newcastle 
today, “we mustn’t get car- 
ried away.” 

He had extra reason. Yes- 
terday Liverpool warned 
players of their responsibil- 
ities after a tabloid story 
claiming the club’s fancy 


dress Christmas party 
turned into a “wild sex 
orgy”. Come to think of it, 
their defending could .al- 
most have passed for that 


Wimbledon 2 Charlton Athletic 1 


Kinnear reaps reward for faith in the freedom of Hughes 


Joe Bernstein 


J OE KINNEAR fervently 
believes that what his 
chairman cannot provide in 
fi nancial clout, be must com- 
pensate for in tactical nous. 

His acumen has repeatedly 
borne fruit down the years 
and yet there must have been 
eyebrows raised at Selhurst 
Park at the beginning of frig 
season when he decided to 
base his attacking strategy on 
one man. tiie talented yet un- 
proven Northern Ir eland in- 
ternational Michael Hu ghes. 

No individual in Wimble- 
don history — a history of col- 
lective strength ■ — has been 
given a licence to roam like 


Hughes. So far Kinnear’s 
gamble oh the 25-year-old Ul- 
sterman has proved a master 
stroke. Hughes produced an- 
other superlative perfor- 
mance here and his team- 
mates showed the necessary 
discipline and work rate to 
make his freedom work. 

After' •Charlton,' trying to 
avoid a sixth successive de- 
feat had gone ahead on the 
half-hour with a tremendous 
curling shot from Neil Red- 
feam, it was towards Hughes 
that the Dons looked to lead a 
comeback. 

Jason - Buell lashed borne 
Marcus Gayle’s flick-on for an 
equaliser after 34 minutes 
and the veteran Robbie Earle 
sprinted bad to his own goal- 


line like a teenager to hook 
a way a Redfearn cross-shot 
on the stroke of half-time. 

It does not take much for 
the Charlton players to start 
feeling sorry for themselves 
and the late withdrawals of 
their first-choice forwards 
Andy Hunt (flu) and CUve 
Mendonca (groin) hardly 
raised optimism levels. 

Wimbledon grew stronger 
as the wind intensified, and it 
was almost inevitable that 
their former Chariton for- 
ward Carl Leabura should set 
up the winning goal after 51 
minutes,- sticking out his 
chest and laying the ball back 
for Hughes to prod home from 
18 yards. 

As Charlton ended the 


weekend in the bottom three, 
for die first time this season; 
their manager Alan Curbish- 
ley is hoping his anger will 
banish the players’ self-pity. 

“It’s no good complaining of 
a lack of confidence," he said. 
“The players don’t lack confi- 
dence in tiie week when they 
are telli n g me they should be 
in the team. There were a cou- 
ple out against Wimbledon 
who should thank their lucky 
stars they were getting a 
game.*' 

While Kinnear aims to 
equal his best League finish 
at Wimbledon, sixth, Curbish- 
ley can look no farther than 
today's game against ArsenaL 
“It’s a good one for us to get 
back on track,” he said. 


Coventry City 1 Tottenham Hotspur 1 


^ ■■t .UII 

i rev or vnijieu 


W E do next know what 
gifts Gordon Stra- 
chan dispensed in his 
household during tiie festive 
celebrations but they are' un- 
likely to have to eluded a 
shrewder purchase than John 
Aloisi, bought from Ports- 
mouth for £650,000. 

IT the Australian carries on 
as he began at Highfield Road 
on Saturday where he 
came on as a second-half sub- 
stitute and scored within 16 
minutes to give Coventry a 
precious point— Aloisi could 
turn out to be one of the bar- 
gains of recent times. 

By raw mg out Totten- 
ham’s earlier effort with an 
elusive turn and confident 
fin ish. Aloisi enabled his new 
team to climb above Chariton 
and out of the bottom three.. . 

The problem for the Coven- 
try manager is how to fit his 
new signing into a team that 
is performing better than 
their recent struggles would 
suggest They are compact 
and competitive, Steve Frog- 
gatt is an increasing influ- 
ence on the left flank and both 
Noel Whelan and Darren 
Huckerby are working hard 
and effectively as they try to 
avoid being the one who gives 
way to Aloisi. 

Had Whelan accepted one of 
three decent opportunities to 
score with his head either 
side of half-time, Saturday’s 
script could have been some- 
what different To be. fidr to 
him, the third attempt was 
kept out only by Ian Walker's 
gymnastics. 

The Tottenham goal- 
keeper’s flying tip-over to 
deny Froggatt’s swerving 
drive minutes before was, ac- 
cording to Strachan, "the 
save of the season”. 

The Coventry manager said 
of Whelan: "I think he is a 
very good player, I really do, 
but it seems that if there is a 
weakness in his game it's his 



Aloisi . . . making* point 
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gence in the new year helped 
persuade 'Wenger to sell Ian 
Wright to West Ham and. al- 
though Wright was given a 
generous reception on return- 
ing to Highbury for the first 
time since the move, nothing 
happened to question the 
Arsenal manager's judgment 

Given two chances late in 
the match to- earn West Ham 
an unlikely point. Wright put 
the first wide and stumbled 
over the second when Eyal 
Berkovic looked better placed 
to score. Otherwise, starved 
of service and forming an un- 
comfortable partnership with 
the off-form John Hartson, 
this recent addition to the 
chat show circuit posed about 
as much threat as a latterday 
Russell Harty. 

Yet the knowledge that 
Arsenal might have been de- 
nied victory in what was ini- 
tially an absurdly one-sided 
encounter posed more ques- 
tions about the depth of 
Wenger's squad and espe- 
cially his attacking options. 

“Will you go out and buy?" 
he was asked. “I may go out 
tonight,” he smiled. But it 
might not be a bad idea for 
Arsenal to check out the Jan- 
uary sales all the same. 


Alois! a bargain 
in the basement 


heading." Strachan also ac- 
knowledged that Aloisi had 
made a strong case for a start- 
ing place today at West Ham. 
“He wants to improve and we 
Trill gi ve him all the time and 
attention he needs to get 
better.” 

Tottenham, With their supe- 
rior passing early on, enjoyed 
some bright moments before 
the interval but thereafter 
were pushed back by the force 
of Coventry's response and 
not even the ubiquitous Sol 
Campbell and the impressive 
Luke Young could deny the 
home side their just desert 

With David Ginola getting 
into' the game only infre- 
quently, Spurs mustered little 
threat after Campbell’s goal, 
which haa followed a Darren 
Anderton corner. 

Anderton'8 dipping free-kick 
was pushed over at the last by 
Steve Ogrizovic — the 41-year- 
old starting his first game this 
season because Magnus Red- 
man fell ill — and equality was 
preserved. For the newest and 
the oldest Sky Blues it was a 
satisfying afternoon. 

• Tottenham have completed 
the signing of Borussia Dort- 
mund’s midfielder Steffen 
Freund. He has signed a 3'4- 
year contract after the dubs 
agreed a fee of DM2 million 
(£ 730 , 000 ). 
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Premievsltip: Blackburn Rovers2 Aston Villa 1 


Daniel Taylor sees 
a controversial 
sending-off upset 
Aston Villa as they 
lose the leadership 


T HE referee Dermot 
Ga llagher left Ewood 
Park through a side 
entrance on Saturday 
with another blot on his re- 
cord after wrongly sending off 
Aston Villa's goalkeeper 
Michael Oakes for deliberate 
hand-ban. 

Gallagher, who was given a 
one-match ban earlier this 
year for not dismissing a 
player who had committed a 
s tatuto ry red-card offence, left 
Villa with a near Impossible 
task when be sent off Oakes 
after 5i minutes of huff and, 
puffin blustery conditions. 

finifwi had rushed to the 
edge of his penalty area to col- 
lect a seemingly innocuous 
punt but realised his momen- 


Match stats 


Possession 50% 50% 

Attempts on target 6 5 

Attempts off target 6 5 

Comers 5 3 

Fouls 14 12 

Offsides 2 7 

Bookings 4 1 

Sendings-off 0 1 


trim was gnln g in taka him nmt- 

sfde the penally area and 
dropped die ball Alerted by a 
Unmanan. Gallagher deemed It 
deliberate handball 

As Oakes trudged down the 
tunnel, even the home sup- 
porters offered him a sympa- 
thetic round of applause, 
while the television analysts 
were pointing out Gallagher ’s 
error. 

The VIDa manager John 
Gregory said afterwards 
there had never been a better 
case for bringing in a fourth 
official to adjudicate using 
television evidence. 

“I am not talking about 
petty offsides and the like,” 
Gregory said. “But a referee 
.should be able to consult a 
fourth official who has the 
benefit of television evidence 
for major decisions if there is 
any doubt in his mind. 

“The mistake was really 
made by the linesman but it Is 
Dermot who will be cast as the 
villain in the eyes cf our sup- 
porters. Just think how 
Michael feds. He .was playing 
a hlrnriar and now he foces a 
suspension and could lose his 
first-team place. We shall be 
appealing for changes to be in- 
troduced by the FA but, not 
only that , the whole of football 
ahraiiH be appealing, too.” 

Blackb urn, who have been 
revitalised under Brian Kidd 
and ghraiid receive a further 



All net up . . . Kevin Gallacher gets in a fine mesh after scoring Blackburn's opening goal photograph: cuve brunskjll 


boost this week with the £13 
million signing of foe Barnsley 
striker Ashley Ward, were al- 
ready a goal up at the time of 
Oakes's dismissal. Their first- 
half damnation was rewarded 
by Kevin Ga Barber's follow-up 
header on the stroke ctf half- 
time after Tim Sherwood's 
first effort had struck, the 
underside of the bar. 

Villa could count them- 


selves unfortunate after a 
courageous fight-back capped 
by Riccardo Scimeca’s 20- 
yard drive 10 minutes from 
time. But seven minutes later 
Sherwood benefited from the 
industry of the substitute 
Kevin Davies to beat Villa’s 
replacement keeper Adam 
Ra c hel, although even that 
was overshadowed by visiting 
complaints of hand -hall _ ; 


Sherwood was one of the 
chief dressing-room dissraters 
during Roy Hodgson’s inglori- 
ous final days at the dub, but 
appears finally to have real- 
ised his duties are as a foot- 
baller rather than a sulker. 

“I was not happy a few 
weeks ago but that has 1 
changed now and I am enjoy- 
ing coming into the dub 
again.” said Sherwood. “All 


of the manager's ideas are 
geared for success in the Pre- 
miership and we are moving 
in the right direction." 

Villa lost not only their lead 
In the Premiership but possi- 
bly Lee Hendrie and Ian 
Taylor to injuries for today's 
visit of Sheffield Wednesday, 
a match they must win to 
regain the initiative from 
Chelsea. 


Everton 0 Derby County 0 


Newcastle United 0 Leeds United 3 


The Smiths are 
miserable now 


No goal, no Ba but Gullit 


Michael Walker sees Newcastle’s manager 
talk down his critics and talk up his team 


Mart Taflantlrei 


O N the only other occa- 
sion Everton enter- 
tained Derby County 
on Boxing Day it was also a 
draw. But the similarity 
ends there. 

That game, in 1938/39, 
finished 2-2 and Everton 
went on to become champi- 
ons while County settled 
for a respectable sixth 
place. 

After this painstaking 90 
minutes, the best that both 
dubs can hope for this sea- 
son is mid-table security 
even though the manage- 
rial Smiths, Everton’s Wal- 
ter and Derby’s Jim, 
seemed happy enough with 
a point. 

Everton’s sixth goalless 
home draw In li Premier- 
ship games was greeted by 
boos from all sides of the 
ground despite. Walter 
Smith having the luxury of 
a fuDrStrength team for the 
first Hwifl this awflwi Hla 
message afterwards 
remained a familiar one. 
“AH away teams are diffi- 
cult to score against but we 
have to start turning these 
draws into wins." 

Derby adopted the tactics 
which have served them 
wen on their travels — get- 
ting men hghinfl the ball 
and relying on the wit of 
the midfield to spring 
Paulo Wanchope. Although 
they were never in trouble 


at the back, the tactic suc- 
ceeded only once, when Ste- 
ftmn Eranio left Richard 
Dunne and Slaven Billc 
face down In a heap on the 
halfway line, only for 
Michael Ball to get back 
with a well-timed tackle as 
Wanchope bore down on 
goal. 

That apart, the sum total 
of Derby chances was a vi- 
cious free-kick by Horado 
Carbonari that was blocked 
by Thomas Myhre and a 
shot from eight yards skied 
by Wanchope. ■ 

Everton were even less 
threatening, their only 
near thing a deflected shot 
by Ibrahima Bakayoko 
which Mart Poom did well 
to turn away. * 

Derby replaced Rory De- 
lap, who had damaged knee 
ligaments, with Kevin 
Harper in the second half. 
Dead Sturridge, the more 
usual option was left on the 
bench following specula- 
tion about a £2.5 millio n 
move to Sheffield 
Wednesday. . 

“His head was not right 
to play" was Us manager's 
terse assessment, although 
a lack of alternative bodies 
may mean the striker faces 
Middlesbrough today. 

Everton fens, who have 
seen only eight Premier- 
ship goals at Goodison Park 
all season, four of them by 
Manchester United, will be 
glad they are feeing Spurs 
on enemy tnr£ 


F OR a man angrily assert- 
ing his allegiance to 
Newcastle United In par- 
ticular mid the North-east in 
general, while lambasting the 
local media and a vocal New- 
castle shareholder for ques- 
tioning his commitment to St 
James' Park, symbolically 
perhaps it would have been 
better had the piece of paper 
being folded and unfolded by 
Ruud Gullit’s fingers on Sat- 
urday evening not been Dutch 
money. 

But it was: guilders talk, 
though not as much as Gullit 
who, during a length^ and 
persistent response to last 
week's reports about him 
spending too much Hrnw in 
Amsterdam, offered Kevin 
Keegan and Bryan Robson as 
examples of men who live tar 
away from the dubs they 
manage and then asked the 
press gathered three feet in 
front of him: “Why have a go 
at me?” 

Gullit answered the ques- 
tion himarif — “I think I 
know why” — although he 


would not elaborate on that. 
Maybe he did not want to be 
undiplomatic, a reason be 
gave for refusing the opportu- 
nity to speak to the share- 
holder who called him “semi- 
detached" at Newcastle's 
ann ual general meeting last 
Monday, but he did say: "I am 
not here thinking about 
whether the share price goes 
up or down. I'm here for 
everything. 

“Management wise, we are 
doing very, very well for the 
dub. That is why it was out of 
order to say this. 

“This defeat does not help 
but 1 have big shoulders. I am 
happy with the club, the play- 
ers; we will go forward from 
this." 

Gullit's intended answer to 
his critics had been to pro- 
duce Ibrahim Ba from Milan 
on Thursday but Ba foiled a 
medical and Gullit was left 
without his winning 
punchline. 

Having envisaged Ba as a 
replacement for Keith Gilles- 
pie, Gullit was also left with- 




Chief executive job may go 


T HE FA may scrap the post 
of chief executive 
following Graham Kelly's res- 
ignation and hand more 
power to their chairman 
Keith Wiseman’s expected 
successor. 

Wiseman’s reign Is likely to 
come to an end when the FA 
Council meets next Monday, 


and the FA finance chairman 
Sir David HUl-Wood believes 
appointing a new executive 
chairman may be foe way 
forward. 

Sir David said: “I believe 
that if we do have an execu- 
tive chairman, then to have a 
chief executive as well would 
be counter-productive.” 



out a right winger to supply 
Alan Shearer and Duncan 
Ferguson, who were together 
for the first time, though Gul- 
lit said that he had made “a 
breakthrough" on another 
signing. 

It is likely to be Didier 
Domi, a Paris St-Germain 
full-back, although presum- 
ably Shearer and Ferguson 
would prefer it to be Steve 
Stone of Nottingham Forest 
given his crossing ability. 
There was not exactly a 
drought of crosses bere as 
David Wetherall, Jonathan 
Wood gate and Nigel Martyn 
— all excellent — would ver- 
ify but there were not many 
from the byline. 

Warren Barton’s diagonal 
centre from deep after 36 min- 
utes was typical. It found 
Shearer but the other part of 
the £23 million strike force 
had not read the knock-down. 
About 23 seconds later Leeds 
went in front. 

Harry Kewell, who had an 
impressive game, scored from 
12 yards following a rather 
clumsy pass from Jimmy 
Floyd Hasselbaink. 

Ke well’s shot was untrue 
yet it still beat Shay Given 
and after a brief, uncoordi- 
nated rally by Newcastle to 
start the second half. Given 
was beaten again. Kewell was 
at the heart of it again, turn- 
ing Steve Howey before driv- 
ing powerfully from the edge 
of the area. Given spilled the 
shot and Lee Bowyer poked 
the ball in. 

Another Newcastle mini 
revival was prompted and 
David Hopkin headed off the 
line from Shearer but tt was 
merely the prelude to a third 
Leeds goal. 

The economic efficiency 
with which David O’Leary 
has his weakened side pass- 
ing the ball was personified 
by the young substitute 
Stephen McFhail, his intelli- 
gent distribution allowing 
Hasselbaink to finish 
emphatically. 

It was Hasselbaink’? 11 th 
goal of the season. Here is a 
Dutchman earning his 
guilders. 
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Australia v England, fourth Test 


Mike Selvey in Melbourne sees the England captain score a first century against Australia to steer his side clear of early trouble 

Stewart’s opening gambit pays off 

Gough turns up the pace 
for early breakthroughs 

A FTER Saturday's 
wash-out had de- 
prived almost ' | Matthew Nicnoison, rase- r 

65.000 people of knouvhd I tracked into the Australian ! 

their traditional !??**■•*■* . _ side, took the wicket of Hus- 


* I, 


A FTER Saturday's 
wash-out had de- 
prived almost . 
65.000 people of 
their traditional 
Basing Day entertainment 
England gave as good as they 
got here yesterday when the 
weather was straight from the 
Antarctic and Alec Stewart at 
last found the missing piece 
in the jigsaw of his career. 

The England captain, 
restored to the opening posi- 
tion he craves, made his first 
Test century against Australia 
in his 45th and finest i nning s 
against them. 

It was a display of jaunty 
strokeplay with a touch of ar- 
rogance and a share of the 
sort of good fortune that has 
scarcely come the way of 
Stewart and his side here. It 
rescued England from a disas- 
trous start against the new 
ball and helped them to 270. 
having been put in to bat by 
Mark Taylor. 

In barely 3 ‘A hours Stewart 
made 107, hitting 16 bound- 
aries. With the aid of Nasser 
Hussain, with whom he added 
77 for the third wicket, and 
more especially Mark Ram- 
pr akas h, whose 63 was his 
sixth Test half-century this 
winter, he pulled England 
round after Mike Atherton 
and Mark Butcher were out 
without scoring to Glenn 
McGrath. 

In fading light — the day 
finished nine overs short of 
the full quota — Darren 
Gough produced some of the 
fastest bowling of file series, 
removing Michael Slater and 


Scoreboard 


nrauo«D 
First I ni rings 

M A Atherton c Healy 0 McGrath 0 

- tAJ Stewart b MacGill 107 

M A Butcher c Longer b McGrath O 

N Hussain e Hcaty b Nicholson ... 19 

M R Ramprakash c McGrath 

bS R Waugh 63 

G A Hick c Fleming b MacGill . — — 39 

W K Hegg c Healy b S R Waugh 3 

□ W Headley c Taylor b McGrath 14 

D Gough b MacGill 11 

ARC Fraser not out O 

A O MuilaJly ibw b MocGtil O 

Extras |lbr. ml. nb61 14 

Total (76 overs) 270 

FOB of ivhriuriin 0. 4, 81. S00. 302. SOB. 
344.206.ZTO. 

Bowflngi McGrath 2Z-S-64-3; naming 
19-3-71-0; Ml chol eon HMJ-59-1; MdCOIII 
19-2-61-*: s R waugit 6-2-a-z. 


AUSnUUA 
FSnt irmblQl 

"M A Taylor c Kick b Gough 

M J Slater Ibw b Gougn 

J L Linger not out 

M E Waugh not out 

Extras lb*, lbs. nb4) 


12 

19 


Total (far 2. 18 overs) 59 

M at wMmok 13. 38. 

To bail S R Waugh. 0 S Lahnunn. tl A 
Heety. □ W Fleming. S C G MacGni. G D 
McGrath, M J Nicholson. 

Bowflngi Gough 7-5-15-2; Headley 
7-1-15-0: MuHatty 3-1-12-0: Ramprakash 
T-0-6-a 

U mpir ec D Harper end 8 Bucfcnor. 


Taylor before Justin Langer 
and Mark Waugh saw Austra- 
lia through to 59 for two at the 
close. 

For the two hours that 
Ramprakash 'was at the 
crease the batting was as good 
as any from either side in this 
series. Bowlers worried by a 
blustery, capricious wind that 
swirled round the vast sta- 
dium, were treated disdain- 
fully, with the runs In their 
1X9 partnership coming at a 




it 




Point of no return . . . Gough sees off Slater 


rate, dizzy for Tests, of four 
an over. 

Matthew Nicholson, fast- 
tracked Mn the Australian 
side, took the wicket of Hus- 
sain but was generally treated 
scornfully. Stuart MacGill, 
who tricked and teased at Ade- 
laide, was reduced for a while 
to the inaccurate leg-spinner cf 
the first Test when England 
missed a chance to hammer 

him. 

That MacGill subsequently 
played a major part in the 
day's proceedings tells the 
tale once more of England col- 
lapse. He ended Stewart's in- 
nings, howlin g him round his 
legs when, perhaps still 
caught up in the excitement 
of reaching his century, the 
captain swept too vigorously 
without covering his stumps. 

Ramprakash followed im- 
mediately, one of a brace of 
cheap wickets for Steve j 
Waugh as he flicked loosely to 
the on side and lobbed a 
gentle catch to mid-on. Now 
the slide was on. 

By the Hma Alan M iillaTly 
was leg-before to MacGill for 
his fifth nought in six inning s 
En gland had subsided from 
200 for three, with only mod- 
est resistance coming from 
Graeme Hick, whose 39 con- 
tained a huge mid wicket six 
off MacGni, Dean Headley 
and Darren Gough- The leg- 
spinner finished with four for 
61, his last three wickets com- 
ing in eight deliveries at no 
cost 

England's score was better 
than it might have been con- 
sidering the first three overs, 
when Atherton was caught at 
the wicket and Butcher bril- 
liantly claimed at short leg off 
bat and pad, but again not as 
good as it ought to have been. 

Taylor, who rarely asks the 
opposition to hat first without 
good reason — of 25 tosses 
won out of 49, and inciden- 
tally 10 of the last 11 in Ashes 
matches, on only five occa- 
sions has he pot the opposi- 
tion In — might be satisfied 
with the outcome. 

But equally he would have 
been surprised that, once the 
shine and hardness had gone 
from the new ball, strokeplay 
became relatively easy, at- 
tacking fields notwithstand- 
ing. There was less moisture 
than anticipated and pessi- 
mists, who could not see Eng- 
land reaching 150, were 
sorely disappointed. 

Wonderfully as Stewart 
played, however, the question 
stm needs to be addressed as 
to whether resuming his 
place at the top of the order, 
relinquishing the wicketkeep- 
ing duties to another debu- 
tant Warren Hegg in the pro- 
cess, was not a case of 
tinkering with things simply 
to accommodate the captain. 

Specifically, the two sue- 
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Opening out — Alec Stewart, watched by ban Healy, comes down the wicket to hit Australia's leg-spinner Stuart MacGill for four stu forster 


cesses of the En gland hatting 
this series have been Hussain 
at three and Ramprakash, ini- 
tially at six, then five and 
finally four. Butcher, mean- 
while, for all his lack of suc- 
cess in other innings,, bad 
made a century In the first 
Test, bis second in three 
matches: two hundreds In six 
Tests is not a bad ratio. Now, 
in order to sustain Stewart's 


move, Butcher was dropped 
to three which in turn moved 
Hussain and R r t np rulca.qh 
Gough's riposte hi the eve- 
ning was superb. Bor the first 
tim e, the Speedster — the mea- 
suring device that became 
such a revealing part of last , 
summer's series — was being 
used in Australia but, when 
fhfl home side began their in- 
nings, it was switched off. 


A cynic might suggest it 
was because they did not 
want an Englishman to be 
seen bowling faster than an 
Australian. But it did not 
need a speed gun to show that 
Gough generated consider- 
able pace, hitting Taylor and 
Langer body Mows. 

Hie deserved some luck ami 
got it when Slater, attacking i 
without discernible foot move- 


ment, was Ibw and Taylor was 
smartly picked up by Hick at 
second slip, significantly, to 
his right; Hic k seems to drop 
left-handers too frequently for 
comfort, perhaps because such 
chances generally come to his 
weaker left side. 

A comparison with Alex 
Tudor would have been ap- 
propriate. Bnt the young | 
Surrey bowler was declared ; 


unfit on Boxing Day after an 
injury sustained during 
Christinas training. Reports 
that it came from playing 
football had, for the sake of all 
concerned, better be insub- 
stantial. Tudor has already 
found enough ways of getting 
hurt in a brief career without 
help like that 


Paul ABott, page IS 




Premiership: Southampton 0 Chelsea 2 


Chelsea fly high feeling low 


W 19 J 2 


Paul Weaver sees a knee injury to Poyet 
leave the leaders in no mood to celebrate 


C HELSEA, whose vic- 
tory at Southampton 
on Saturday 
returned them to to 
the top erf the Premiership 
while extending their un- 
beaten run to 18 matches, do 
not attract a gush of sympa- 
thy when they lose a player. 

There Is suspicion, as when 
Elton John scuffed a pair of 
shoes or when Carmen Mir- 
anda mislaid one of her fruity 
hats, that the rich repertoire 
holds plenty more where that 
came from; in football, man- 
agers of ordinary dubs even 
exchange charred smiles and 
talk of odds being evened up. 

So at The Dali on Saturday 
evening file grim feces in the 
Chelsea dressing-room spoke 
most eloquently about the Im- 
portance of Gustavo Poyet, 
who because of a right knee 
injury is expected to miss not 
only tomorrow's match at 
CfvuGPnevns home to Manchester United 





jump lead . . . Gianfranco Zola leaps on Chelsea’s goalscorer Tore Andre Flo 


but possibly many more. Yes- 
terday Gwyn Williams, the 
club’s assistant manager, 
said: “We will not know the 
result of the scan until later 
in the week. But we are not 
talking here about a short- 
term injury. It looks like Gus- 
tavo will be missing for weeks 
rather than days.” 
the Uruguayan midfielder, 
who was carried off after a 

Clumsy, tWOfOOted fhaTlpnga 

by Southampton’s otherwise 
impressive new signing Pat- 
rick Colleter, is his club's 11- 
goal leading scorer more 
besides. His creative skfiLs 
sometimes represent him as 
the ftilcrum of this excep- 
tional side and his strength 
makes him equally useful in 
both penalty areas. 

The fact that Chelsea could 
welcome back Graeme Le 
Sanx, Roberto Di Matteo and 
Marcel DesalHy for tomor- 
row's match , when Dennis 


i Wise win complete his suspen- 
sion, helps explain why there 
are not too many damp han- 
kies concerning the dob’s lat- 
est casualty. 

Contrast Chelsea's plight 
with that of Southampton, 
who may have to flnd replace- 
ments for Matthew Le Tissier 
and St u art Ripley at Notting- 
ham Forest this afternoon. 

Poyet missed six months of 
last season with a cruciate 
knee U gawiowt iqjury and, al- 
though he returned to collect 
a European Cup Winners’ 
Cup medal, his absence weak- 
ened the side's Premiership 
resolve. His goal on Saturday 
made Chelsea's victory safe 
and he could prove more diffi- 


Match stats 


Possession 

Attempts on target 

Attempts off target 

Comers 

Pouts 

Offsides 

Bookings 


Sou CM 

51% 49% 
1 5 


cult to replace than Pierluigi 
Casiraghi, who is also suffer- 
ing a long-term knee injury. 

Afterwards the coach Gra- 
ham Rlx said with a Shrug: 
"Gustavo's been on fire 
recently. We’re going to miss 
him. We always have a theme 
before a match and the manag- 
er's big word before we came 
here was 'personality' ■ though 
I think he spelt it ‘peraonaHy’. 
The Dell can be a difficult 
Place to come to and it was 
stressed that fixe younger play- 
ers had to stand up and be 
men, which is what they did.” 

The absence of Poyet may 
tempt the player-manager 
Gianluca Vlalli to return to 
the side. He played against 
Tottenham nin*> days ago, 10 ■ 
days after his previous ap- ! 
pearance against Aston Villa, 
so he is due. The Spurs game, 
however, was only his third 
in the league this season and 
his match fitness, if not his ; 
ability, is in question As he 
approaches a year in pflify he 
has taken to the job like a 
duck to l’orange but very few 
i carry it off as player-manager 


for very long. 

The match between the 
second top and the second bot- 
tom sides followed a predict- 
able pattern. Chelsea could 
even afford Celestine Ba- 
bayaro. at left-back, to be a lit- 
tle accident prone, while in the 
middle of defence Frank Le- 
boeuf had such a folly-full time 
it looked like one of those 
Christmas blooper 

compilations. 

Such was the poise of their 
England Under-21 midfielder 
Jody Morris that none of this 
seemed to show. Then there 
were the goals. The first came 
after 20 minutes, a gentle but 
accurate volley from Tore 
Andre Flo after Gianfranco 
Zola’s clever defeat of the off- 
side trap- The second, a tap- in 
by Poyet, came three minutes 
into the second half. 

"I thought Chelsea showed 
a lot of grit,” said Southamp- 
ton's ma na g e r David Jones. 
IBs side, too, showed a fight- 
ing spirit But there are times 
when struggling sides no 
longer look masters of their 
bleak destiny. 
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